Minutes of the Thomastown Expanded Area Committee Meeting
Venue:  Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown
Date:  Tuesday 26th September 2006 at 10.00 a.m.
Chair:
Cllr. P O’Neill

Present :
Cllrs. T. Brennan, R. Doyle, M. O’Brien and A. Phelan


Mr. J. Connolly 
In Attendance:
M. Delahunty Temporary Director of Services, D. Lawlor Area Engineer, L. Butler, CEDO, A M Doheny Staff Officer.
Vote of Sympathy
Members extended their sympathies to Lindsey Butler on the recent death of her mother in law.

Welcome

Members extended their welcome to Michael Delahunty as Temporary Director of Services to the Thomastown Electoral Area.

Minutes of previous meeting held 23rd May 2006.
Minutes were proposed by Cllr T. Brennan, seconded by Mr. J. Connolly and agreed.
Matters Arising from Minutes

Councillors made the area engineer aware of their traffic concerns at Rockfield Road in Gowran  in relation to two current planning applications.

Community Representative Issues

J. Connolly  raised the following matters :-
· Gowran Castle. As much focus is given to Gowran Castle and surrounds in the Gowrn Area Plan, he feels that the surrounding area is an eyesore and undermining their efforts to improve Gowran. This is a protected structure and privately owned. M. Delahunty agreed to look at this site in terms of its protected status.
· Derelict Sites in Gowran. J Connolly asked about a number of sites in Gowran and was advised by M. Delahunty and members in relation to Derelict Site legislation and of the Councils approach generally to Derelict sites in the Thomastown Electoral Area.. 
· Wildlife Park . Gowran J Connolly asked about funding available and Cllr. A Phelan agreed to forward information on heritage grants. L. Butler referred to the “Kilkenny4funding” link on the Council’s website and also advised they contact B.N.S. Cllr. O’Neill advised about N.I.B. funding  ( closing date is this week ) . L Butler advised in response to queries that the Community Forum supply community groups with information on funding through the forum. Michael Delahunty enquired if the Community Forum had a means of disseminating funding information to all community groups in the Electoral Area.
· Community and Voluntary Forum.
Cllr. Pat O’Neill asked if the C&V Forum could give a report on the groups affiliated and the role of the forum and its representatives. L. Butler agreed to raise this in her meeting with the C&V Forum Co-coordinator

· Thanks. Expressed to the area engineer for work carried out on pedestrian crossing in Gowran.

· Various. J Connolly asked that the following matters be considered :

1. Plastic manhole cover open at new housing development beside petrol station in Gowran.

2. Surface on roadway up from petrol station breaking up. 
Cllr. O’Brien raised the following

· C.Y.M.S. Hall and Concert Hall, Thomastown. Cllr O’Brien outlined his concerns about the safety of this building and its use by 60 to 70 young people. It is a protected structure and can’t be demolished yet improvements/renovations are cost prohibitive. L. Butler stated that groups currently using the Concert Hall have applied for technical assistance to develop the building and area further and have been granted the full amount. The C&E section are also providing some support to the groups to develop the project and be more inclusive of other groups in the area and the arts project may become involved in this site.

Any Other Business

None raised.
The meeting then concluded.
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