Minutes of Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee

Held on Thursday 12th April, 2007 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Chairman:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan
Present:
Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. T. Maher, Cllr. T. Breathnach, Cllr. P. Dunphy, Mr. J. Burke,  Mr. K. Connolly.

Apologies:
D. Culleton.

In Attendance:
John McCormack, Director of Services, Denis Malone, Senior Planner.
Item 1 -  Minutes of Previous Meeting

Agreed that these minutes would be amended to note the presence of Cllr. T. Breathnach.

Item 2 – Review of County Development Plan

Denis Malone, Senior Planner, gave an over view of the review of the County Development Plan and updated the committee on the progress in relation to settlement strategy, wind energy and the energy commitments in the Fingal Development Plan and outlined issues involved in transposing those commitments to the Kilkenny City & County Development Plans.
Item 3 – Update on Gateway and Hub Status

John McCormack, Director of Services, gave a presentation to the committee on the Gateways Innovation Fund which has been introduced as part of the National Development Plan 2007-2013.  The presentation dealt with the purpose of the fund and also key areas in which Waterford City as an identified Gateway can benefit from the fund.  It was noted by a number of committee members that the boundary application which was pursued by Waterford City had a negative impact on cooperation between the counties and that this had been to the detriment of the greater Waterford area.  The Committee agreed that there should be more cooperation between the three Local Authorities responsible for the management of the greater Waterford area and that the PLUTS Implementation Monitoring Committee would provide the vehicle for such coordination and management.
The Report on the Hub Status of Kilkenny City, which had recently been submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, was also circulated to members of the committee for their attention.
The Report, which was welcomed by the Chairman, gave the up to date position on many initiatives and projects ongoing in the City and Environs and also the infrastructural projects which will service the City on completion.

It was agreed that the suggestion that a Joint Committee of the Borough and Kilkenny Electoral Area Members be appointed to oversee the development of the Hub status of the City would be considered further.

It was agreed that the Committee would set aside a special meeting to discuss in detail all aspects of the Regional Strategy for the South East Region.

Item 4 – Waterford PLUTS Implementation Monitoring Committee

Committee agreed that the nominees should be representative of both Piltown Electoral Area and the Planning & Economic Development SPC of which two members were from the Piltown Area.  It was noted that the nominations would be discussed by the Corporate Policy Group and it was agreed that they should be appointed by full meeting of Council.  It was agreed that three nominees would be sought.
Item 5 – Planning Enforcement 
John McCormack gave a presentation outlining the statistics in relation to planning enforcement for the period 2004 - 2006 and the first quarter of 2007.  The Chairman confirmed that the County Council had very strong legal powers in relation to planning enforcement and that in general members of the public were taking this very seriously when served with Warning Letters or Enforcement Notices.  It was noted that the bulk of the proceedings were dealt with prior to going to Court.

Item 6 – A.O.B.

The issue of water shortages in South Kilkenny was discussed and Kilkenny County Council’s policy in relation to the granting of planning permissions where water supplies may be inadequate. The issue of recommending a policy on the provision of dual-flush toilets and grey water recycling was discussed.

Next Meeting
June 21st at 3.00 p.m. 
 

