Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting
Date of Meeting:        3rd November, 2006 at 2.30pm
Venue:                        Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.
Chair:                         Cllr. D. Dowling
Present:                      Cllrs. C. Phelan, P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Breathnach and B. Aylward
In Attendance:        
P. O’Neill, Director of Services, F. Stafford, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, SO.
 
Presentation by Waterford City Council on the N25 Waterford By-pass
Waterford City Council officials, P. Power and T. Hartery, made a detailed presentation to the Members on the N25 Waterford City By-pass.  
P. Power outlined the process to-date and progress made so far on the project.  He stated that the project was a Public Private Partnership scheme, which took in the administrative areas of the three local authorities of Waterford City, Waterford County and Kilkenny County Councils.  The new road will run from north east of Slievererue to west of Kilmeaden.  It will consist of 23km of dual carriageway, 14km of single carriageway and will also include 60 new structures, as well as a second crossing of the River Suir.
P. Power gave time frames for completion of the various stages of the project, with the expected completion date being August, 2010.  The by-pass, when finished, will greatly relieve traffic congestion and benefit the local community of Waterford and the wider general public.

Cllr. Dowling thanked WCC officials for their comprehensive presentation saying that it was most welcome.
The members made various queries in relation to the project, which were answered by P. Power and T. Hartery.

All the members acknowledged that the presentation was very useful to all parties and it was agreed that regular meetings would be held to up-date members on progress.

Minutes of previous meeting held 28th July, 2006
Minutes were proposed by Cllr. C. Long, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and agreed.
 
Deputation Received
· Residents of Dournane/Ballybrazil 

Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were John Joe Kinsella, Nick Henebry, Michael Kinsella and Pat Hogan.
John Joe Kinsella addressed the meeting stating that the purpose of their attendance was to try and resolve some of the issues arising from the new treatment plant. 

M. Kinsella stated that they had made a submission in April, 2004 at the time the development was advertised.  He said that they had no objection to the development, but said the issues raised in their submission were (1) Noise (2) Odour (3) Landscaping (4) Proposed lighting and (5) Widening of the roadway and condition of the road.  While some of these issues had been resolved, others were still of concern to them.  Separate issues regarding signage at Dournane village and the width of the roadway from Dournane to Ballybrazil were also raised.
P. O’Neill said he could not comment on some of these issues, as a court case was ongoing in this regard and he could not prejudice the Council’s position.

F. Stafford stated that he would be happy to arrange a meeting with the residents to discuss issues regarding signage and condition of Dournane to Ballybrazil Road.  This was agreed.  Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

· Residents of Licketstown 

Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were Walter Cullen, Michael Butler and Pat Cuddihy.
Walter Cullen addressed the meeting stating that the purpose of their attendance was to discuss what they felt were dangerous road conditions in their area. 

He circulated a comprehensive report on the section of roadway which was of concern to them, stating that the general condition of the road from Licketstown village down to the bend at the bottom of the hill is very bad.  He stated that the local residents had safety concerns for those using this road and hoped that a proper drainage system could be put in place and the road resurfaced.

F. Stafford informed the meeting that this particular stretch of road had been surveyed and a cost estimate for carrying out improvement works would be put before the members for consideration for funding next year.
He also stated that in the interim, the drains in that area would be cleaned within the week.
Pat Cuddihy said that he felt improvement works would need to start from the top end of the road if they were to be of any real benefit in solving the issues.

F. Stafford stated that work might have to be phased and he would look at this again. 

Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their excellent presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Severe Flooding on Wednesday 25th October 2006:
Cllr. Dowling raised this issue stating that two houses he knew of were badly flooded during the recent heavy rainfall.  He went on to say one of the cases in question could not get insurance since the last heavy rainfall and wondered if there was any special funding for this type of flooding.

All the members thanked Frank Stafford, Area Engineer, his staff and the Fire Service for the way in which they dealt with flooding problems at various locations.
Philip O’Neill also thanked the Newrath Area staff and the Fire Service for keeping the traffic flowing and went on to say that the public reaction was positive for our endeavors on this particularly bad night.

Following contributions from all the members it was agreed that the following motion be put before the full Council at the November Meeting:-

“That a fund be set up to compensate those who suffered flood damage to their properties following heavy rainfall.”
Protocol for placing items on the Agenda and Notices of Motion. 
Philip O’Neill informed the members that there is no protocol at the moment for the raising of issues at the local area meetings. 
Following contributions from the members, it was agreed that Philip O’Neill would meet with two of the Area Councillors to draft an agreed format for placing items on the area meeting Agenda, which would be available for the next meeting.
Local Improvement Scheme Update
F. Stafford informed the members that a total of ten schemes had been offered and accepted under the Local Improvement Scheme for 2006, costing a total of €255,269.  He stated that three of the Schemes had been offered under the CLAR Initiative.

Community Involvement Scheme Update
F. Stafford informed the members that a total of seven schemes had been offered and four accepted under the Community Involvement Scheme for 2006, at a cost of €193,502.

Agree date for Joint Meeting requested by New Ross Town Council.
It was agreed to contact New Ross Town Council to suggest Friday, 1st December, 2006 at 2.30 pm for a joint meeting, if agreeable to their members.

Agree Deputations for next Area Meeting.

· Request received from Glenmore National School.

· Belview Residents, Sewerage matters. (Cllr. D. Dowling)

It was agreed both deputations would be contacted to submit application forms.
Items Requested by Members.
Cllr. Dunphy raised the issue of proposed water upgrade from Silverspring to serve the Mooncoin Regional Water Supply Scheme.

Cllr. Dunphy also raised the issue of the poor water supply in the Abbey Park Area and asked if a connection could be made in order not to disrupt all of Abbey Park.   
F. Stafford agreed to contact Sanitary Services about this issue.
P. O’Neill gave brief outline on planning for the Waterford City Environs, he said that 15 housing schemes are ongoing or in for planning at the moment, which will incorporate a number of Social & Community facilities. He also said that the Ferrybank Area will be the second largest urban area in Kilkenny.  In relation to the first such housing scheme, a playground will be under construction shortly, which will be the first playground provided by the private sector.
P. O’Neill indicated that a presentation would be made to the members of all the playground and community facilities which form part of the housing developments coming on stream in the Waterford Environs.
Cllr. Dowling raised the issue of the Ferrybank Soccer Club regarding the flooding of the field, which floods 2 to 3 times each winter to a height of approx. 3 feet.  He said that the rubbish needs to be cleaned up and the drain needs to be re-opened.  He said that this field is also used by the local School and hoped the Council could help them.
P. O’Neill informed the members that he had met with Officials of Waterford City Council and it was agreed that works would be carried out by both authorities to alleviate the flooding at this location.

The members congratulated the joint approach by Kilkenny County Council and Waterford City Council on this matter and were delighted that the issue would soon be resolved.

Cllr. Dowling raised the issue of Old Clover Meats playing field and asked if it could be maintained as a Recreational Ground.  
He undertook to arrange a meeting with the trustees and Philip O’Neill.

 
Any Other Business
Cllr. Phelan raised the following:
· The Village Renewal Scheme for Piltown.  F. Stafford to arrange for details to be forwarded to the members.

· Speeding – Mullinavat N.S. F. Stafford confirmed that he met with the parents about this issue. Hedge cutting notices were issued for this road to make existing signage more visible, a repeater speed limit sign was erected at the bridge and the feasibility of erecting solar flashing lights at this school would be examined.
· New Ross Marina Plan. P. O’Neill agreed to arrange for a copy of the Plan to be forwarded to each of the members.  It was suggested that this could be discussed at the joint meeting with New Ross Town Council.

Cllr. Breathnach raised the following:

· Passed on congratulations to the Staff on the Recycling facilities at Newrath. He mentioned the safety at the skips for children etc. and requested a report on how valuable the collection is and the volume.  It was agreed that this information would be available for the next Area Meeting.

Cllr. Dunphy raised the following:

· Asked if there was any long term proposal to by-pass the Village of Owning.  It was agreed that the following motion be placed before the full Council:-
“To ask the Council to apply for funding to by-pass the village of Owning in Piltown due to the lack of scope to carry out improvement works to the road and footpaths in the village that are necessary to provide safe access and egress for school children, teachers, parents and local residents including the residents of the Sue Ryder housing complex.”
· Safety at Owing School.  F. Stafford said the feasibility of erecting solar flashing lights at the school would be examined.
Cllr. Long raised the following:

· Lack of lighting at Clonmore Hall Housing Estate, Piltown.

· Requested that consideration be given to flood lighting at Granny Castle, as it is a major heritage landmark for the area.  She asked if there is a Heritage Grant.  P. O’Neill agreed to contact the Office of Public Works.

· Hedgecutting update.

 
 This concluded the business of the meeting.
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