	             Minutes of the Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

               Venue:
        Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

 Date:

Tuesday 26th September @ 11.00a.m.


Chair:
Cllr. P O’Neill

Present :
Cllrs. T. Brennan, R. Doyle, M. O’Brien and A. Phelan

In Attendance:
M. Delahunty Temporary Director of Services, D. Lawlor Area Engineer, L. Butler, CEDO, A M Doheny Staff Officer.
Apology:                       T. Walsh, Director of Services.
Recreational Capital Fund
L Butler in the absence of T. Walsh circulated details on the 2006 Recreational Capital Fund. €138,500 of the €202,500 fund has already been allocated leaving a balance of €64,000. It is proposed to allocate this to the Paulstown/Goresbride Pastoral Committee for the development of a Community Resource Centre in Goresbridge. This project has already been allocated €7,000 Technical Assistance Grant. The total cost of this project is €700,000 and planning permission has not yet been sought. All members expressed their strong support for this project but as the allocation to this project represents a large  percentage of the overall funding of this scheme, members request before proceeding any further that the following information be requested from the applicants: 
I. Breakdown of overall cost of project ( €700,000)
II. Breakdown of professional fees associated with this €700,000

III. Does this include all charges including planning permission costs ?
The €64,000 allocation will be held in abeyance for this project.
Minutes of Previous Meeting held 31st July 2006 
Minutes were proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and agreed.
Matters arising from minutes

One way system in Thomastown :- All members complimented the area engineer on the one-way-system and raised a number of issues about various junctions, pedestrian crossings etc. D. Lawlor stated that all these matters would be dealt with over the coming weeks following some monitoring of how it is working at the moment.

Cllr Doyle raised the following matters : 

· Seat at top of Market Street in bad condition. 

· New planning application lodged for Doyle’s Corner in Lowe Street – Council should use opportunity to claim part of the corner here.

Planning Issues :- Following some discussion on planning and particular developments in Thomastown, members expressed dissatisfaction with the way the elected members have no input into the planning process with regard to issues of general public concern – they compared this authority with other neighbouring authorities where policies are different. M. Delahunty outlined that the Council is governed by planning law and the involvement of members at planning clinics and in the planning application and assessment and decision making process poses many difficulties. He indicated that it is not appropriate that members should seek to influence decisions outside of the statutory process. 

Members requested that the following matter be placed on the agenda on the October meeting of Kilkenny County Council :-  “Review  of the consultation process between elected members and officials “.
M Delahunty agreed to bring matters raised back to the Council’s management team

Denis Lawlor Area Engineer Leaving Thomastown 
The Chairman and all members individually thanked D. Lawlor for his work and courtesy in the Thomastown Area –the area benefited enormously from his time here – he is wished well in his new position within Kilkenny County Council. M. Delahunty also complimented Denis on his work ethic in his time in Thomastown.
Any Other Business
Sewerage Schemes

In response to a query from Cllr. O’ ’Neill, M. Delahunty stated that the Goresbridge Sewerage Scheme is at the preliminary report stage.  Cllr. O’Brien spoke of the sewerage system in Gowran which is a tank on an articulated trailer operated by a remote pump.
 Councillors requested that the following item also be placed on the agenda on the October Council meeting –

 “ Members seek an immediate deputation directly with the Minister to resolve matters in relation to the long time span that sewerage schemes take to receive approval / funding from the Department”.
M Delahunty then outlined progress on various water and sewerage schemes in this area. 

Water Scheme in Thomastown

Cllr. O’Brien stated that there has been a lot of dissatisfaction with sediment in the water in Thomastown and he requested that the elected members be provided with a report on the matter.
Thomastown Relief Road
In response to a question from Cllr. Doyle, M Delahunty advised that consultants had been appointed to do preliminary reports on the Thomastown Relief Road.

Traffic  Diversion.
M Delahunty advised members that 6 kms of the N9 between Danesfort and Knocktopher will shortly be closed for 3 weeks for resurfacing works and diversions will be in place through Kells and via the R700 through Thomastown.

Public Lighting
Cllr. O’Neill requested an increase in funding for public lighting.
NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER AT 11.30A.M.

The meeting then concluded.

