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There is now a global scientific consensus that climate change is happening and is directly related to human generated greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore there is an economic consensus that the costs of inaction will substantially exceed the costs of action. In line with the foregoing the climate change agenda is now a key cross-cutting policy issue for Government.

In April 2007 the Irish Government published the National Climate Change Strategy 2007 – 2012 setting out the measures by which Ireland will be meet it’s commitments under the Kyoto Protocol during that period. In summary Ireland is required to significantly reduce it’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the period to 2020 and beyond. The National Climate Change Strategy identifies local authorities as key-role players if the stated targets are to be met.

Kilkenny Local Authorities, in partnership with Waterford County Council, the County and City Manager’s Association and the Office of Local Authority Management is delighted to host a National Conference, attended by in excess of 100 Senior Local Authority staff, at Lyrath Estate Hotel, Kilkenny. The Conference seeks to provide for a shared approach to the challenges which must be met in order that local authorities fulfill their role as key players in meeting Ireland’s Climate Change obligations.

The Conference was addressed by experts from Local Authorities, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Office of Pubic Works and the Meteorological Office. The Conference focused on the development and implementation of County/Regional Climate Change Strategies emphasizing the need for Energy Efficiencies, Emissions Management and Adaptation Strategies for Infrastructure. 
Addressing the Conference, Minister John Gormley outlined international and national policy.  Local authorities outlined the strategies to be developed for each county and region.  The EPA outlined their role in the management of climate change, the Met Office discussed weather forecasting over the coming 20 years and the OPW outlined it’s role in the Flood Management Programme. Energy Agencies outlined the substantial work undertaken at local level to date in this matter. In this way the Conference provided the basis for the development of a shared approach to the climate change challenges that lie ahead.

===============================
