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Kilkenny County Council Writer in Residence
Supporting information and criteria
Kilkenny County Councils Arts Office and Library Service have a strong commitment to providing literary developments through partnership between the arts office and Library Service. We also focus on ensuring a balanced approach to the development of projects and activities across all art forms within Kilkenny city and county. 

Therefore we are seeking applications to appoint a writer in residence. 
Residency objectives 

Kilkenny County Council s Arts Office and Library Service wish to: 

1. develop and generate new audiences for the libraries 
2. develop and generate new audiences for the writing community
3. extend the appreciation of writing and literature 
4. enhance accessibility to writing and literature
5. introduce the writers to new experiences and to offer new opportunities
6. support the continuing professional development of writers in Kilkenny 
A comprehensive survey early in 2008 identified the following areas and issues that our literary community wish to be addressed. Applicants must give details on how they would approach and address these issues within their application for the position.  

The areas we need the successful applicant to work in and address are

1. Poetry

2. Short stories

3. Fiction 

Many writers considered the following to be the main barriers and obstacles hindering their development as writers: 

1. Lack of encouragement

2. Lack of time 

3. Lack of confidence

4. Lack of direction and discipline

5. Lack of opportunity to meet other writers 

The writing community is also interested in learning about the business of being a writer. The key areas they would like addressed are:

1. Publishing

2. Exposure for their work 

3. Entering competitions

4. Assistance with editing 

The key activities highlighted as important and essential to the writing communities were:

1. Meetings with other writers

2. Workshops

3. Peer critiques 

4. Publications 

On conclusion of the residency the successful applicant will furnish Kilkenny County Council with a comprehensive report on the outcomes of the residency and the potential to develop and expand on the programme. The successful applicant will maintain a blog throughout the period of the residency keeping Arts Office and the Library Service informed of the progression of all residency activities. The writer will also undertake any other duties related to the residency as may be considered by the Arts Office and Library Service. 
The response to above needs will be used to assess all applications.

Place of work 

The successful applicant will host activities in both city and county libraries. The successful applicant must have their own space to undertake any other administration related to the residency. 
Duration 
The residency will run for 12 weeks 

It will include 9 hours contact time over three workshops per week 

It will include 3 hours administration time.
Fee

The fee available is €10,000, this in inclusive of all materials, expenses and any other related costs. 

* Kilkenny County Council retains the right to revise this fee based on the demand for workshops and activities
Further information and application forms please contact: mary.butler@kilkennycoco.ie / niamh.finn@kilkennycoco.ie 
Tel 056 779 4138

Alternatively please download application forms and further information from http://www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Arts/
Deadline for receipt of applications is no later than 4pm Monday 10th November 2008. Late applications will not be considered.  
No e mail applications will be accepted 

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO: THE ARTS OFFICE, COUNTY HALL, JOHN STREET, KILKENNY Please mark your envelopes clearly as WRITER IN RESIDENCE.
