Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 5  - Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education/Choiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaoin, Cultúr, Oidheacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas.
of the 1st June 2006
 
 
Present:           Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr. Tom Brennan, Jackie Kennedy, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Breda McDonald, 
 
Apologies:       Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Nicola Keeshan, John Coonan
 
In Attendance: Tony Walsh, Dearbhala Ledwidge, Lindsey Butler, Brid Hynes and Peter Dolan.
 
Item 1 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the meeting of 6th Apri,l 2006 were adopted on proposal of Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Joe Reidy
 
 
Item 2 Heritage Plan update
 
Dearbhala outlined recent developments for the Committee.
 The Plan would be a non-statutory, 5 year Strategy Document. A forum with three working groups has been set up for Built, Natural and Cultural heritage. A Facilitator has been engaged to work with the Forum and to formulate 50 actions to be taken over five years. 
 
A Draft Plan will be in place at the end of August to be brought back to the SPC before the full Borough Council meeting in September.
 
Dearbhala has also spoken to the members of SPC 3 and will send details to SPC 1.
 
The following issues have emerged:
 
1. There is a need for greater awareness of Natural Heritage 

2. Access to Heritage including access to information 

3. Information gaps in relation to Heritage 

 
Dearbhala gave examples of what other Heritage Fora do – 
1. A standardized approach to place –name signage 

2. Developing a database of local practitioners in heritage conservation 

 
It was agreed that there was a good cross-section of representatives on the working groups
 
There was a general discussion on Insurance matters and it was agree that the premiums are low and in general parish insurance would cover eventualities 
 
Councillor Mary Hilda Cananagh referred to examples of poor graveyard maintenance and commented on the amount of hidden natural heritage in the county and the manner in which the REPS programme will focus minds on better conservation.
 
 
Item 3 Integrated Cultural Facility
Dearbhala gave a slide show presentation on the plan for a joint venture Museum and Butler Contemporary Art Gallery. Dearbhala explained the background and the feasibility study undertaken. The consultants looked at 12 possible sites under various criteria including access, centrality, heritage relevance, expansion potential and chose Bateman Quay which has also been identified as a cultural area in the Kilkenny Local Area Plan
 
Dearbhala outlined the role of the museum in relation to collections policy, collection care and display, education and outreach and as a training/advice resource for smaller museums.
Issues such as cost, location, timescale and comparisons with other locations were addressed in the subsequent discussions. Members expressed general satisfaction with the proposal.

 
Item 4 – Play Policy Development
 
 
Lindsey Butler gave a powerpoint presentation of issues relating to the development of a Play Policy for Kilkenny She outlined the background – the National Play Policy – Ready, Steady,  Play which was introduced in 2004.
 
An extensive consultation process was undertaken with the children of Kilkenny in the context of the playgrounds provided.
 
Lindsey explained that it was proposed to put the development of the policy to the SPC and the implementation of the policy would then be done through the CDB.
 
It was proposed to do a half-day workshop with SPC 5 to develop the policy and once agreed with the SPC 5, a similar presentation would be made to the CDB.
 
The role of the CDB would be to prepare a coordinated Play Plan and assessment of Play Facilities in Local Authority areas and a range of actions for children in disadvantaged groups. An inter-agency working group will be set up to identify local profile objectives etc.
 
The final stage in the process will be a policy presentation to the SPC and CDB before being presented to the Council
 
The members of the SPC committed themselves to process and it was agreed that the workshop would be held on the ----

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
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