Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 4th July, 2006 at 3.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan



Present:
Cllrs. M. Noonan, J. Cody, P. Fitzpatrick, P. Cuddihy & M. Lanigan.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

E. O’Reilly, Area Technician & M. Leahy, Staff Officer.
At the outset the Chairman expressed congratulations to Cllr. M. Brett on his recent election as Mayor of Kilkenny City and to Cllr. W. Ireland on his recent election as Chairman of Kilkenny County Council.  He and the members offered them both their full support and wished them well in the year ahead.

1.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 8TH MAY, 2006.
Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:
a. Cycleways on Waterford Road:
Cllr. M. Noonan enquired if the proposed area for cycleways on the Waterford Road included the area from the LIDL roundabout to the Waterford Road Roundabout.  He asked if this section could be considered for a dual laneway.  F. Gray to investigate this.
b.   Bennettsbridge Road Roundabout:

Cllr. J. Cody asked if a slipway could be provided at this junction to relieve traffic congestion.  Tony Walsh stated that this could be difficult but would be investigated when upgrading all roundabouts on the Ring Road.  It was agreed to let Cllr. J. Cody have this in writing.
c.   Public Lighting – Heneberrys Cross:

E. O’Reilly stated that Frank Gray has requested the E.S.B. to price this work.
2.
GLENDINE AREA ACTION PLAN:
All members were anxious that the Council progress with the Action Plan for the Glendine Area.
3.
NOTICES OF MOTION:

Cllr. J. Coonan

1.
“That the proposed and agreed development and restoration works at St. Kieran’s Crescent Estate be expedited as a matter of urgency”.


RESPONSE:

T. Walsh stated that works are almost complete at this location.  The members asked if a tidy up job could be carried out at Ashwood.  They also expressed their serious concern regarding anti-social behaviour at this location and asked that they be kept informed on all developments in the matter.
2. “That a skateboard and recreational facility be provided at Black Quarry Site in Loughboy”.
RESPONSE:

Much discussion took place on this matter.  It was agreed that a joint approach between Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council be made in the matter and approval of both be sought prior to proceeding any further.

Cllr. M. Noonan
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council introduce traffic calming measures on the roadway at Lovers Lane, Newpark from the Castlecomer Road to the entrance of the Ashfield Estate.

Such measures should include appropriate signage, speed ramps or rumble strips. The local authority would also include this road on the 2007 local road works programme to upgrade footpaths and cycle ways where feasible”.


RESPONSE:

The members agreed that this is a very dangerous stretch of road and were informed that consultants have now been appointed to design the proposed traffic calming scheme for this area, which will then go for tender.

Cllr. J. Cody

1.
“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to cover the wellspring beside the River Nore at an area known as Gallowshill”.

RESPONSE:



It was agreed to investigate this.

4.
AGREE REPORT WITH CHAIRMAN:
It was agreed that the following items be included in the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-  An outline report was agreed to include;

· Concern was raised regarding the condition of Bring Centre at Loughboy and also illegal dumping at various other locations. 

· All members were anxious that the Council progress with their Action Plan for the Glendine Area.
5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

· Talbots Grove/Talbots Gate

Cllr. M. Lanigan raised concern regarding safety at this location for pedestrians using the footpath, and asked that it be investigated with a view to making it safer by planting or otherwise.  It was agreed to investigate this.
· Ring Road:

The members expressed their concern regarding the slow progress being made and asked that Kilkenny County Council pursue every avenue in order to progress the project.  The members acknowledged that the delay in this instance is not attributable to the local authority.
· Bring Centre – Loughboy
The members expressed their dissatisfaction at the condition of this bring centre and asked that a very special effort be made to secure and monitor this location.  E. O’Reilly stated that it takes two men and a truck every Saturday to clean up this area.  Cllr. M. Lanigan raised concerns regarding illegal dumping on the Granges Road.  Cllr. M. Noonan agreed to raise this matter at the next Environment S.P.C. meeting.  

It was agreed this matter be itemised on the agenda for the next area meeting and that an official from the Environment Section be requested to attend at same.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
___________________________ 
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