Minutes of Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee

Held on Thursday 6th April, 2006 in Meeting Room 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Chairman:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan
Present:
Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. T. Maher, Cllr. T. Breathnach, Cllr. D. Dowling, Cllr. D. Doyle, Mr. J. Burke, Mr. K. Connolly

In Attendance:
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Seamus Foley, Executive Engineer, Environment, Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer.
Apologies:
Cllr. B. Manning.

Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 2nd February 2006

Minutes were taken as read and signed by Cllr. Michael Lanigan. 
Item 2 – Groundwater Protection Scheme – Presentation by Seamus Foley

Seamus Foley, Executive Engineer, Environment, gave a comprehensive presentation on groundwaters.  In his presentation he outlined:-

· objectives of Groundwater Protection Schemes and their importance

· threats to groundwater quality

· methods of obtaining information in order to assess proposed developments

He advised that the basic objective of Groundwater Protection Schemes is to provide guidelines for the planning and licensing authorities in carrying out their functions, and a framework to assist in the decision making on the location, nature and control of developments and activities to protect groundwaters. 
He outlined threats to groundwater quality as:-

· Point source contamination: wastewater treatment plants, on site effluent treatment units, farmyard wastes (mainly soiled water and silage effluent), leakages, spillages, industrial discharges, leachate from waste disposal sites.

· Diffuse contamination: spreading of fertilizers (both organic and inorganic) and pesticides, sludge disposal from WWTPs & septic tanks.
He outlined the process of assessment for viewing developments as:- 
· What is the size of the proposed discharge to groundwater and will the effluent increase the overall loading to surface water and/or groundwater receptors (cumulative impact issues) - PRESSURE MAGNITIUDE.

· Will the effluent migrate underground without ponding at the surface? (ie hydraulic issue)- PATHWAY ISSUE

· Will the effluent be treated adequately before a relevant receptor is reached? (ie attenuation issue) – RECEPTOR ISSUE.
He advised of the methods of obtaining information to assess proposed developments as being:-

· Desk Study

· Visual On site Assessment

· On site testing and assessment (trial hole, percolation tests, piezometer testing, water table, water quality, etc.)
He also identified the information obtained from the various assessments.

Cllr. Michael Lanigan thanked Seamus Foley for his comprehensive presentation.
Cllr. T. Maher requested a copy of the E.P.A’s River Water Quality in County Kilkenny and it was agreed that a summary report would be circulated to members prior to the next meeting.

Mr. Kevin Connolly commented that an educational drive was needed to advise people with regard to the importance of groundwater protection.

The issue was raised as to the effectiveness of septic tanks as opposed to new treatment systems by Cllr. Dixie Doyle.  

It was agreed that Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, would write to the E.P.A. to ascertain if any research had been carried out into the effectiveness of treatment systems.
Further contributions were made by Cllr. T. Breathnach, Cllr. R. Dowling and Mr. J. Burke.

It was agreed to place this item on the agenda of the next meeting.

Item 3 - Kilkenny Local Authority Conservation Role – Presentation by Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer

Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer, outlined the role of the Conservation Officer and the legislation pertaining to his role and the preparation and adoption of the Record of Protected Structures.
In relation to the Record of Protected Structures he advised that there had always been a list which had been carried out in the 1980’s by An Foras Forbaithe.

He gave a comprehensive breakdown of the structures contained within the current Record of Protected Structures and advised that approximately 1000 such structures are contained within the record.

He gave a brief outline of how the Record of Protected Structures is prepared and subsequently adopted.

He also advised that the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), a unit of the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government had completed the survey for County Kilkenny and descriptions and appraisals of over 2000 structures had been completed.  He advised that these structures were available for viewing on www.housesofireland.ie which he demonstrated to the members.
He informed the members that the Kilkenny County Council will assess this survey with a view to revising the Record of Protected Structures in tandem with the adoption of the new County Development Plan for 2008.

Philip O’Neill advised the members that the challenge facing the Conservation Officer was the introduction and reintroduction of approximately 2,000 structures into the new County Development Plan and the identification of ownership of such structures.  He advised that reasonable efforts had to be made to identify ownership as failure to do so would invalidate entries to the record.

Cllr. Michael Lanigan requested that information in regard to buildingsofireland web-site and a synopsis of the procedure of adding a structure to the Record of Protected Structures be advertised at the appropriate time on the Council’s Kilkenny People page.

It was agreed that the process of how the Record of Protected Structures is updated will be given at the next meeting.

Mr. O’Sullivan advised that 13 Conservation Grants were awarded last year with a total of €190,000 paid out in total.  It was noted that 21 grant applications were received to date with a total of €159,000 grant aid available.

Item 4 – A.O.B.

Wind Energy Guidelines – Update requested for next meeting

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ___________________

Date: _________________


    Chairman
