Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 8th May, 2006 at 3.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan



Present:
Cllrs. M. Noonan, M. Brett, J. Cody & P. Fitzpatrick 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllrs. M. Lanigan and 

P. Cuddihy.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, & M. Leahy, Staff Officer.
At the outset the Chairman and members expressed their sincere sympathy to the families involved in the recent tragic accident on the Naas Dual Carriageway.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 6th March, 2006.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Speed Limit Review:
A Speed Limits Summary & Explanatory Note, prepared by Ian Gardner, Road Design, was circulated to the members.
b.   Ramp – Newpark Drive:
F. Gray stated that he will investigate the matter further with B. Mernagh, and T. Walsh.  He also stated that the level of the footpaths will be resolved when proposed road widening works at this location are being carried out.

c.   Cycle Ways – Waterford Road:

F. Gray informed the members that drawings are presently being carried out by Road Design Section.  Landowners involved will need to be approached prior to advancement of the scheme.

d.   Works at Rose Inn Street:

Cllr. M. Noonan enquired if a pedestrian crossing could be provided as part of the scheme presently being undertaken at Rose Inn Street.  F. Gray confirmed that a pedestrian crossing will be put in place at the junction with Kieran Street.  The members asked that congratulations for a job well done at Parliament Street, be passed on to those involved.
e. Railing at Greens Bridge:

F. Gray informed the members that appropriate replacement railing has been ordered and will be erected as soon as possible.


f.   Development of area at Black Quarry, Bennettsbridge Road:

T. Walsh informed the members that, at the members request, he wrote to the Scouts Group and was encouraged by their initial response.  He met with Scout Group representatives and discussed possible uses for the shared space.  He then received a letter from them stating that they are not interested in pursuing the matter at this stage.  The members expressed their disappointment and hoped that the group would reverse their decision in time.  They also thanked Tony Walsh for all his efforts in trying to resolve this matter.
2.
Community & Enterprise:

a.
Recreational Capital Fund
T. Walsh informed the meeting that this scheme was prepared, advanced and approved by the members in 2005.  As a result, 18 applications were received, countywide.  Two applications were received in the Kilkenny area, one from Kilkenny Top Pro Kick Boxing Club and the second from Kilkenny Sub-Aqua Club.  The total grant for the two applications would be in the region of approximately €61,000.00.  An evaluation group consisting of in-house staff was appointed by the County Manager to examine the applications, which will shortly be put before the members for approval.
b.       Social & Community Facilities Capital Scheme – 2006:

T. Walsh informed the members that a Circular letter dated 10.4.06 was received from the Department seeking proposals for three projects from County Kilkenny, (e.g. up-grading community facilities) with a grant allocation of €100,000 per project.  The deadline for returning proposals to the Department is the 19th May, 2006.   Tony went through a slide show with the members and the members unanimously agreed that the project to be put forward from the Kilkenny area would be the up-grading of community facilities at O’Loughlin Court.  It was suggested that a good PR exercise should be undertaken to inform people that such grants do exist.  T. Walsh agreed to e-mail copy of the presentation to the members in due course.
c.       CLÁR Programme
T. Walsh informed the members that this scheme was announced by the Minister on the 11th April, 2006.  Extra funding has been made available but does not extend to the Kilkenny area at present.
3.
                                                                   NOTICES OF MOTION:


Cllr. J. Coonan

1.
“That Kilkenny County Council provide an update on the proposals regarding the Glendine Area Action Plan, to include amenity and recreational facilities for the Glendine area ”. 



RESPONSE:

The transfer of the lands for amenity purposes associated with the housing development for Tilt Up Ltd. Ref: 01/1572, is at present being executed by the Council’s solicitors. 

An agreement for the transfer of lands from Mr. Byrne to Kilkenny County Council is still awaited. 
2.
 “That Kilkenny County Council informs the members as to what stage plans are at to develop the proposed new road from Henebry’s Cross to meet the new Ring Road”.



RESPONSE:

The Constraints Report for the N77 Kilkenny to Ballyragget Realignment was completed in February 2002. Works on the Route Selection Stage then commenced but as no funding was allocated to this scheme post 2002 it was not possible to complete this phase of the works.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
1.
“That an up to date report be given regarding the provision of an amenity area at Glendine, Kilkenny. That consideration be given to providing part of this amenity   immediately while waiting on the resolution to the land transfer issue”. 



RESPONSE:

The transfer of the lands for amenity purposes associated with the housing development for Tilt Up Ltd. Ref: 01/1572, is at present being executed by the Council’s solicitors. 

An agreement for the transfer of lands from Mr. Byrne to Kilkenny County Council is still awaited. 
The members expressed their dissatisfaction at the delay in the matter.  T. Walsh stated that this is partly due to the  Ring Road extension works and agreed to take the matter up with P. O’Neill, Director of Services.   Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked that this matter remain on the agenda for forthcoming meetings, until resolved.

2.
“That Kilkenny County Council provide lighting as a matter of urgency at Henebry’s Cross, Dunmore, Co. Kilkenny”.
RESPONSE:

F. Gray stated that this a national road and dependent on funding from the N.R.A.  The members expressed their concern and dissatisfaction of the lack of investment in national secondary roads and requested that F. Gray contact the N.R.A. seeking funding for such works, and also that a costing be prepared in this regard.

Cllr. J. Cody

1. “That a slipway be provided at the junction of Bennettsbridge Road with the Ring Road, in order    
that traffic going to Waterford, Callan and Clonmel can be facilitated.  This will mean that in the
pressure time from half seven to half nine a.m. that traffic will not be backed up along that 
stretch”. 

RESPONSE:

We are currently in the process of appointing consultants for the upgrading of the existing N10 section of the Kilkenny Ring Road from the Dublin Road to the Waterford Road. These works will include increasing the size of the Bennettsbridge Road Roundabout and the Waterford Road Roundabout to provide two lane entries on all arms of the roundabouts. The Dublin Road Roundabout will be improved in a similar fashion as part of the Kilkenny Ring Road Extension Scheme.

Cllr. M. Brett

1.
“That Kilkenny Area of Kilkenny County Council provide a ramp near house No. 36, Westfield, Loughboy, in the interest of safety”.  

RESPONSE:

F. Gray stated that this is a cul-de-sac area.  A ‘SLOW’ entry treatment already exists at this location and also at the Outrath Road. 

2.
“That Kilkenny County Council consider resurfacing Maddens Lane, Bonnettstown”. 

RESPONSE:

F. Gray stated that this lane was resurfaced under C.I.R. scheme in 2005.

3.
“That Kilkenny County Council carry out repairs to the footpath at Kilcreene”.

RESPONSE:

F. Gray stated that works on this footpath will be carried out in conjunction with the Inner Relief Road.  He agreed to investigate yellow lining at this location in the interim.

4.
“That Kilkenny County Council carry out works on the Tullaroan Road in the interest of safety”.

RESPONSE:

F. Gray stated that he spoke to Ian Gardner regarding the possibility of extending the speed limit beyond Grasslands on the Tullaroan Road.

5.
“That Kilkenny County Council provide the following information – How many houses have Kilkenny Area of Kilkenny County Council received under the Part 5 Agreement and how has this impacted on the housing lists.  Also, have we received funding or land in lieu of houses and if so, what are the proposals for same”.

RESPONSE:

T. Walsh stated that the housing capital programme for 2006 is very substantial and in the region of €25m, half of which is Part V driven.  A detailed report from A.M. Walsh, S.E.O., Housing was circulated to the members in response to the Notice of Motion.
4.
Agree Report with Chairman
It was agreed that the following items be included in the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-  An outline report was agreed to include;
· Recreational Capital Funding – (Community & Enterprise)
This Scheme was discussed in detail by the members

T. Walsh informed the meeting that this scheme was prepared, advanced and approved by the members in 2005.  As a result, 18 applications were received, countywide.  Two applications were received in the Kilkenny area, one from Kilkenny Top Pro Kick Boxing Club and the second from Kilkenny Sub-Aqua Club.  

· National Secondary Roads
The members expressed their concern and dissatisfaction of the lack of investment in national secondary road.

5.
Any Other Business


This concluded the business of the meeting.
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