Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held in Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown, on Wednesday, 1st October 2003 at 10.30 a.m.

Chair:



Cllr. T. Brennan


Present:
Cllrs. A. Cotterell, D. Doyle, W Ireland and J. Murphy

In Attendance:

T. Gunning - Director of Services,





J. Dowling - Area Engineer, 





A. M. Doheny, Staff Officer.
Preliminary

Congratulations   Councillors and staff conveyed their congratulations to Brian Ireland on his recent achievements at the National Ploughing Championships.
1.       Minutes of previous meeting held on 25th July 2003.
Proposed by Cllr. Doyle, seconded by Cllr. Murphy and agreed.     

2.      One way traffic system for Thomastown – discussion.   
Mr. Gunning advised members that in general, there had been a positive response to the recent one-way traffic system in Thomastown which was put in place to facilitate road works. He asked members if they would be in agreement with having the design for a one-way system drawn up which he would then bring back to the area committee for their observations and comments. Members unanimously agreed to have the design drawn up and brought back to the area committee.

3.    Any Other Business. 

Cllr. Doyle referred to Langton’s Lane and was advised that a CIR is the only option here. Mr. Gunning advised members that there are fewer CIR applications in the Thomastown area when compared to the other areas.
He spoke of ramps, footpaths and the road surface in Castle Avenue and was advised by Mr. Dowling that approx. 100yds of the footpaths were done here in 2002 and he would put the ramps in as a proposal for Special Works for 2004.  Road resurfacing here is not included in the 4 year plan.
In response to a query in relation to the pedestrian crossing in Thomastown, Mr. Gunning advised that the Dept. Inspector had referred the matter to Tramore Houses with respect to safety measures and he awaits the outcome.

Cllr Doyle asked about the bend on the R700 between Thomastown and Bennettsbridge where K.C.C. had bought the land some years ago. Mr. Gunning advised that this is beyond the scope of Council funds and would need to be done under E.U. Co Financing Scheme.  He also pointed out that Murphy’s bend at Baronsland is dangerous.
Cllr Doyle stated that there was a recent accident at Drea’s of Coppenagh and pointed out that this is a dangerous junction. Contributions received from Cllrs. Cottrell and Murphy. Mr. Dowling advised that there was signage placed here recently but added that he would ask Mr. I. Gardner to inspect the junction in relation to realigning it  and he would ask him to bring back his proposals.

Cllr Doyle said that there was pipes required on both sides above Hoynes on the Carrickmourne Road and he wanted the rest of the road resurfaced. Mr.  Dowling agreed to look at the two areas. Mr. Gunning pointed out that all money received within the area is spent in the area but the Area Office cannot overspend.
He said that there are rocks on the grass area at the car-park on the Station Road, Thomastown and also asked Mr. Dowling to take a look at the lake in Kyle where Telecom has dumped rubbish.

He asked that the two barrels outside Grennan college be replaced by flower pots.
Cllr. Murphy asked about LIS99/362 S Cahill, Brandon and was advised by Mr. Dowling that none of the Thomastown area LIS’s received priority in 2003.

She told the meeting that Fairview in Graignamanagh is used as a shortcut for traffic and Mr. Dowling agreed to put ramps for Fairview forward as a proposal for Special Works 2004.

John Dowling advised her that the ramps at Mill road, Gowran would be completed shortly. 

She asked that Mr. Dowling inspect the bridge at Scart, Dungarvan where stones had recently fallen into the river and residents are fearful of flooding.

She advised that she feels there is signage required at Tom Walsh Park.

She asked when the work, currently been carried out by Kilkenny County Council, at Ballyreddin, Bennettsbridge would be completed and Mr. Dowling advised that it would be early November. Cllr. Cottrell pointed out that there was a piece of ground here at the back of the hurling pitch which he understands is to be used for housing but he would propose that this area be kept as a recreation area. Presently, it is used as a car-park for funerals and matches. Mr. Gunning agreed to speak to Mr. K Fitzgerald about this site and advise members of the proposals.

She also advised members that the Fleadh will be held in Graiguenamanagh on July 2004 and agreed to speak to C McCarthy about litter management for the event.

She pointed out that cars are parking on the footpath directly outside the doors of the new houses at Abbey Street, Graiguenamanagh and asked for two bollards here.
Cllr Ireland advised that there is a hollow on the Gowran Road in Bennettsbridge
( Hayes / Griffith ) which needs to be filled.

Cllr Cottrell said that the car-park at Cappagh cemetery is unable to cope with vehicle volume at funerals and that the caretaker should wear a reflective jacket to direct traffic at funerals. Mr. Gunning agreed to talk to Environment Section about this.

He asked if Clodiagh  bridge would be faced with stone . Mr. Dowling explained that the Road Works schedule has to be completed first before these jobs can be started. 
He said that Inistioge bridge needed to be repaired at this stage as it has received so many knocks.

Wall opposite Tinford House needed to be repaired.

There was a recent accident at the Stripes involving an oil tankard. Debate followed with regard to the road surface and road alignment here and Cllr. Cottrell asked for works be carried out at this busy, dangerous junction. Mr. Gunning pointed out that he accepts that the road surface may need to be done here but he would not accept that the road surface had anything to do with this accident.
He pointed out that there is dumping taking place at Ballyogan Wood.

He also called for the full redesign of the R700.  Cllr. Cottrell pointed out that the grass margin on the R700 is not cut regularly and that the grass in Inistioge  should be cut regularly. 
Cllr Cottrell / Cllr Doyle  asked about the islands at the Church in Gowran. He said that some people wanted them removed. Mr. Dowling advised that he would not be in favour of removing them as firstly they create car-park spaces and secondly, they have a traffic calming influence.

Cllr Brennan  asked that repairs be carried out at the road edge at Knockmahon  Lane

He said that there are holes on the road between Carrigans Cross and O’Keefes

Bridge at Kyle.
The report on these minutes was agreed with the Chairman.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

