Report and recommendations of the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee following their meeting  held on 13th June 2006 
At the outset the Chairman requested clarification from Mr John McCormack, Director of Services re: attendance of members of the public at SPC meetings. Mr McCormack advised that attendance of meetings are specified in the Local Government Act 2001 and adopted in standing orders. It was  agreed that the committee would decide at the beginning of each SPC meeting which items on the agenda should be discussed in Committee and which items could be discussed with the public present.
1. Matters arising from the minutes. .

Ms A M Walsh, Senior Executive Officer referred to the scheme of letting priorities  which was approved by the Committee at a previous meeting.  She stated that the Borough Council members had requested the following changes.
 
Section 3 Clause 9 add the following to the end of the clause “or whose life circumstances have changed dramatically.”
Section 6 Clause 1 and 2.  Add “without good reason” to where a person did not abandon a Local Authority dwelling or surrender a Local Authority dwelling.
It was agreed that the revised Scheme of Letting Priorities will be presented at next Council meeting. 
2. Overview of Homeless Strategy & Introduction of Fergus Keane Good Shepherd Centre (held in Committee) 
Liam Keane, HSE spoke about the South East Integrated Strategy and the National Review of Homeless, topics raised included the Homeless Forum, the establishment of Homeless Action Team and wet facilities in Kilkenny.
Fergus Keane, Good Shepherd Centre discussed the review of the service provided by Good Shepherd Centre which has been carried out by Frank Murtagh on behalf of  the Board of Management, he discussed matters such as the new units at the rear of Good Shepherd Centre, personal care plans and policies within the centre
3. Review of Kilkenny Local Authorities Action Plan for Social Housing
The Committee were advised that when the action plan was adopted the Department of Environment & Local Government stated a review would take place mid-term.  This review is now in place and submissions are to be with the Department of Environment & Local Government by the end of June 06.
 
The Committee were informed that to date the Councils construction/acquisition programme was on target.  The area which was not on target was the actual completions of Part V developments.  This shortfall can be made up during 2006 – 2008.  At present Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council have 619 dwellings being developed either under construction, planned or agreement.  It is not possible to predict at this stage if all these houses will be built.

4. Housing Capital Allocations 2006 
The Committee were informed an allocation of €17,500,000 has been determined for Kilkenny County Council to cover expenditure on their housing capital programmes.  Kilkenny Borough Council had received an allocation of €5.2 million.  A discussion took place re: the threshold Local Authorities have to purchase houses on the open market and also the max amount available to people obtaining loans from Kilkenny County  
It was greed that Kilkenny County Council write to the Department of Environment & Local Government and request them to carry out a review of the Part V unit cost throughout the Country.  Based on this review, a review may be carried out if required on other thresholds e.g. loans.
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