CHAIRMAN’S REPORT OF

FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 

(SPC 1)

MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15th JUNE 2006

Item 1 – Minutes

Previous Minutes of 6TH April 2006 agreed and adopted.

Item 2 – Town Renewal

Mary Brophy, Administrative Officer advised that the tax relief available under the scheme was extended to December 2006 for applications that had qualified under the scheme.  She had advised that the extension to the relief would be advertised in the Kilkenny People and Muster Express and that all qualified applicants would be notified by letter.   It was noted that SPC 1 had written to the Minister requesting that the scheme be extended but to date no reply was received.    

Item 3 – Design Guidelines for Rural Houses

Denis Malone, Senior Planner advised that a draft Design Guidelines had been prepared and would be put on the e-tenders web-site next week.
He advised that Kilkenny County Council would be adopting the Cork Design Guidelines as a best practice model in preparing the Design Guidelines for Kilkenny.  

The consultant selection criteria was queried by the committee members and Denis Malone advised them of the set criteria which prospective consultants would have to meet.

Denis Malone informed the meeting that a consultant would be appointed by August 06. 

Item 4 – County Development Plan Review

Denis Malone, Senior Planner gave a presentation to the committee members outlining the statutory timeframe applicable under the Planning & Development Act 2000 for the preparation of the Kilkenny County Development Plan and the Kilkenny City & Environs Development Plan.  

He advised that the first step in the preparation of the plan would be to formally advertise the review of the plan on the 29th July 06 and make issues papers available for inspection.

In outlining the time frame of the preparation of the Plan he advised that the total preparation time would be 99 weeks at which stage the plan would have to be adopted by Members, or if decision could not be reached it would become an executive function.  

Denis Malone also informed the meeting that in the preparation of this plan it would also be necessary to prepare a Strategic Environmental Assessment.

A general consensus emanating from the meeting was that consultation with both the public, community bodies and members facilitated by an impartial facilitator was the key to the review and implementation of a successful development plan.

Item 5 – Septic Tank v Treatment Systems – Update

Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, advised that he had written to Dr. Padraic Larkin, EPA, as requested at the previous meeting.  He informed the members that Gerard O’Leary, Programme Manager, EPA, would be attending the next meeting to brief the committee on the subject.
Item 6 – Record of Protected Structure Process – Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer.
Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer, firstly gave a brief recap on the NIAH survey as outlined at the previous meeting and gave a demonstration of the web-site and some of the inventory contained within.

He advised that 2049 properties had been surveyed with 1920 rated as of National or Regional importance.  He advised that, under the Planning Acts, properties rated as of national or regional importance are worthy of being added to the Record of Protected Structures.  In essence there are 1189 potential additions to the record.

He informed the members that there were three main issues to consider:

1) Will Kilkenny County Council assess the merits of 1189 properties?

2) How will Kilkenny County Council treat these properties in the mean time?

3) Would the review of the RPS run independently of the preparation of the County Development Plan?

Cllr. Michael Lanigan requested that Kilkenny County Council check to see if all properties as rated national importance on the NIAH Survey are currently on the RPS and if any building was not, that the matter would be addressed as a matter of urgency.
It was agreed that the review of the RPS would run parallel with the review of the County Development Plan so as not to impinge on the CDP.

It was also agreed that in the instance where an application for permission is received and the property is in the NIAH Survey, that the applicants be made aware of the listing.

It was agreed that Cormac O’Sullivan would present a report outlining the criteria for assessing these structures at the next meeting.

Item 7 – Wind Energy Guidelines – Update

Martin Mullally informed the meeting that a response was received from the ESB in relation to grid connections and same was circulated.

He also advised that approved guidelines would be launched on the 29th June and would be available on the 30th June.  

Item 8 – Strategic Infrastructural Bill

An explanatory memo of the Strategic Infrastructural Bill was previously circulated.
This document was discussed and both positive and negative input was received from committee members.

Item 9 – A.O.B. 

Design Guidelines Award Schemes

Martin Mullally informed the members that Kilkenny County Council would be launching an award scheme regarding Best Practice for Design Guidelines based on 10 separate categories.
He advised that there was a need to raise awareness regarding better design and that the scheme would have a separate approach for both County and City.  He also advised that there would be 4-5 external judges.

The committee responded favorably to this initiative but raised concerns regarding the standard of applications received and that there should be no award giving if applications did not meet a set benchmark for best practice design.

County Heritage Plan

It was agreed that Dearbhal Ledwidge, Heritage Officer, would liaise with SPC 1 regarding the County Heritage Plan at the next SPC 1 meeting in September.

Invitation

Tomás Breathnach requested permission to invite Mr. Michael Pedigan, N.U.I. Maynooth, to the November meeting.  He advised that Mr. Pedigan was the author of a publication, namely Survey 21, which relates to Modern Development, Civic Engagement and Planning Policy.  

It was agreed that Mr. Pedigan would be invited to attend and speak at the November meeting.

1

