Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 6th September, 2005, at County Hall, Kilkenny.
In the Chair:

Cllr. Bobby Aylward.

Also present:

Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. O’Neill, C. Long and Mr. Ivan Shannon.

Officials present:
J. McCormack, Director of Services, K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer,




A.M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, M. Drea, A/Administrative    

                                    Officer, T. Wright, Staff Officer, L. Teehan, Staff Officer.
Apologies:

Ms. Emma Devine.

Minutes of Meeting held on 6 September, 2005:

Ms. Anne Maria Walsh confirmed that Mr. Ciaran Hayes’ presentation on anti-social behaviour would be deferred to the December Meeting.                                    

The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 7th June, 2005, were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. Pat O’Neill and seconded by Cllr. C. Long.

Presentation from Marian Higgins, Safe Home Programme: 
This item was deferred to a Meeting of the SPC in December, 2005.
Cllr. Pat O’Neill requested that the Council be circulated with a list of applicants who have applied to the Safe Home Programme who wish to be rehoused in Kilkenny.   
Ms. Anne Maria Walsh, also stated it would be necessary for the Committee to discuss the review of the homeless strategy for the South East at the next Meeting of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee.
Overview of Ossory Park Remedial Works Scheme:
Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Kilkenny Borough Council, informed the Committee, that the Borough Council are at a delicate stage in terms of agreement with residents of Ossory Park. Drawings have been issued to them last week and they are considering them at present.    Ossory Park consists of 67 houses – 39 which are owned by Kilkenny Borough Council and 28 which are owned privately.  Layouts were shown to the Committee which outlined the houses which are publicly owned and privately owned.  The main difficulties with the scheme to date include - tenants being relocated, accommodation is only suitable for 4 persons, Borough Council have to retain a number of vacant houses in stock, no works being carried out to front elevation in a number of houses.
He confirmed a decision was made in consultation with the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in October, 2004 to demolish and rebuild house Nos. 13 – 16 and 
32 – 51.  Kilkenny Borough Council employed specialised architects to prepare drawings and consulted with the residents (the drawings which issued recently to them).

The new proposal includes – erection of 43 units – 2 & 3 storey blocks, provision of community facility, road widening, improvements to services, off street parking for each house, improvements to front  elevations and adequate living area.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that if final agreement can be reached with two residents, the Borough Council will proceed to proceed to Part 8 planning  – agree improvements with private residents and proceed to tender.  He also stated further discussions would take place with the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government regarding financial contributions from residents. 

Scheme of Letting Priorities:

Anne Maria Walsh informed the Committee that it had been agreed at a previous meeting to review the Scheme of Letting Priorities for Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council.  The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government had planned a model scheme but to date have not produced a model. Following a discussion regarding the benefits of a Scheme of Letting Priorities or points based scheme. It was agreed that Ms. Anne Maria Walsh would present a draft scheme based on our current policy to the Committee at the next Meeting for consideration.
Rental Accommodation Scheme:

Anne Maria Walsh advised that Kilkenny County Council had taken over this scheme from 1 September, 2005 and Mr. Michael Leahy had been appointed to work with the scheme.  She stated  309 persons were on the lists for Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council for inclusion in the scheme.
The next Meeting of the Committee to be held on Tuesday, 6 December, 2005.

Signed: ________________________              Date: ________________________ 

             CHAIRMAN

