	FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 2004 IN COUNTY HALL, JOHN STREET, KILKENNY.


Chairman:

Cllr. Tom Maher
Present:

Cllr. B. Manning, P. Cuddihy, D. Dowling, M. Noonan.

E. Somer-Ronan, J. Burke, K. Connolly, A. McGrath (Chamber of Commerce & Industry).
In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, Director of Services, M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, D. Malone, Senior Planner, A. Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, M. Cashin, Clerical Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. T. Breathnach, D. Guilfoyle, M. Nolan.
______________________________________________________________________
Proposed: Cllr. D. Dowling,
Seconded: Cllr. P. Cuddihy, and agreed,
“That Cllr. T. Maher chair the meeting in the absence of Cllr. M. Lanigan”.

Cllr. T. Maher extended the committee’s good wishes and speedy recovery to Cllr. Lanigan.

Item 1 - Introductions

Cllr. Maher also welcomed all new members to the committee and expressed the hope that their participation would be both challenging and rewarding.

Item 1 - Staff Serving the Committee

Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, introduced all Council staff serving the committee and outlined their roles.

Item 2 – Role of Committee

A copy of Kilkenny County Council’s Standing Orders was circulated to Members.

Philip O’Neill briefed members on the role of the committee which is a policy advisory role to the Council Members, the initiation, formulation, recommendation of policy and the monitoring of policy issues.
Mr. O’Neill circulated and highlighted previous successful policy matters dealt with by the previous committee some of which he stated were still relevant.
Philip O’Neill requested that the new committee would be pro-active in putting items forward for the agenda of future meetings and those officials servicing the committee would prepare positions papers on these items which would be made available prior to each meeting.

Item 3 – Work Programme for 2005

Michael Delahunty referred to the detailed report and synopsis on the interpretation of the Development Plans which had been previously circulated.

He outlined the different stages in relation to various projects and indicated a number of items which will arise in the future.
Matters were raised in relation to a number of items and were dealt with.  The issue of the Waterford Planning Land Use & Transportation Study was raised.  Philip O’Neill advised that he had formally requested Waterford City Council to initiate these co-ordination and co-operation structures between Kilkenny County Council and Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council.  

It was agreed that this item should be placed on the Chairman’s Report for discussion at the next Council meeting.
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, then requested that Members, having noted the Development Plan Implementation Reports and the Schedule of Issues presented by Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, put forward policy issues that they wish to have put on the agenda of the SPC 1 meetings over the course of the year.
It was agreed that one crucial item and two progress reports should be on each agenda.
The following issues were put forward: -

· Upgrading of N77 & N76 and to provide a link between the Castlecomer Road and the Freshford Road – it was agreed to pass this issue onto the Transportation SPC 2

· The provision of viable active open space in all new developments and local area plans,
· Co-operation with Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council on an equal partnership arrangement in relation to implementation of PLUTS,
· Groundwater contamination in regard to one off rural housing,

· The development of the Market Yard area of Kilkenny City,

· Strategic Environmental Assessment – its impact on planning in general,

· Western Environs Local Area Plan – monitoring of implementation and compliance with Plan,
· Climate Change Strategy – the effects of the Strategy on planning and economic development,

· Planning Enforcement – non-compliance with conditions,
· Retail Study – briefing,
· Recreational Needs Study implementation,

· Development Contribution Scheme – update on scheme,

· Public Consultation Model – demonstration of same and the different stages of the consultation process,

· Railway line linking Rosslare to Limerick Junction – for committee to put forward for the continued upgrading and maintenance of same and for the committee to support the Sligo to Limerick line, 
· Briefing on City Centre Local Area Plan,
· Rural Waste Collection – this item to be referred to the Environmental SPC 3.
Training

· A request was made for an in house training day for SPC Members and it was agreed to organise same.
Item 4 – 2005 Meetings

It was agreed the meeting for 2005 would be held on the 4th Thursday of the relevant month at 3.30 p.m.  The next meeting scheduled for Thursday 24th February at 3.30 p.m.

Item 6 – Corporate Plan 204 – 2009
Philip O’Neill referred to the Draft Customer Satisfaction Survey circulated to the committee.

He advised that the Draft Plan will be developed over the next 8 weeks and there is a need for input from all bodies in order to prepare it.  He also advised that feedback will also be evaluated on an Electoral Area basis across all programmes.

Item 5 – Draft Guidelines on Sustainable Rural Housing

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:  _______________________

Date: __________________


     Chairman
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