Minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting

Held at County Hall on Thursday 29th November at 10.15am

Chair:


Cllr M H Cavanagh

Present:

Cllr C Connery, J Brennan, P Millea & M Shortall

In Attendance:
T Walsh, Director of Service, P Beubry, Castlecomer Area Engineer, L Butler, Community & Enterprise, B Hynes, Community & Enterprise  &  N Byrne, Castlecomer Area Office
1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 17th of September.

-
An issue was raised in relation to the request for  Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Muckalee, Ballyfoyle – Road No LT 18643.  The meeting was advised Mr Paddy Byrne has alleged he did not sign form requesting works to be completed to this laneway under the CIRWS.  N Byrne to investigate this matter.
-
Meeting with Arcon Mines which has been agreed for January next was discussed.  The members made the point that in view of the various planning conditions etc in place in respect of the winding down of this development, they felt there was little point in members attending without Council officials.  It was agreed both members and officials will be attend this meeting.
-
The members queried whether any progress had been achieved in relation to the provision of the  playing pitch at Ballyragget.  T Walsh advised he will give this matter attention as soon as possible and attempt to move the matter forward early in January.

- 
An amendment to the minutes was noted, reference to  Graine Road under AOB should read Grangefertagh Road.

-
The members queried whether there had been any progress in relation to the proposed Bus Bay at Scoil Bhride, Ballygagget.  P Beubry reminded the members this matter is developer lead and he is to  discuss this matter with our Road Design Office.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr P Millea, seconded by Cllr J Brennan and passed.

2. Expanded Area Committee Review
Information  was circulated to the meeting and discussed in relation to ‘Review of Expanded Area Committees’.  L Butler asked the members for their observations on both what did and didn’t work well in relation to the Expanded Area Committees.  The members made the following observations:-

-
It appeared the Community & Voluntary Forum Representatives didn’t properly understand their terms of reference – were terms of reference properly explained?
-
Issues raised at meetings were confined to immediate area and not expanded to full Electoral Area.

-
Comparison was drawn to SPCs and  difficulties initially  encountered by these Committees.

-
It was acknowledged that some C & V Forum Representatives may have experienced difficulty attending meetings as a result of being in full time employment.  It was agreed prior consultation with representatives as to most suitable meeting times would be beneficial .

-
The issue of training was also raised.  T Walsh advised training was provided, however was not availed of.  T Walsh further advised when the Expanded Area Committees are working properly, they should feed into the County Development Board.

The members expressed their best wishes to Paddy Fitzpatrick on his recent illness and wished him a speedy recovery.

3. Recreational Capital Grants 2007.
Details of 2 projects which are seeking and recommended for funding under the Recreational Capital Grants Scheme 2007 were circulated to the meeting  and discussed in detail. 
The members first discussed the proposed project by the Coon Redevelopment Committee.  The excellent work which has been undertaken in respect of this project and the benefits which will be enjoyed by the community was acknowledged by all members.   Implementation of the social inclusion policy within the project was highlighted.  The provision of a €100,000 Recreational Capital Grant Funding in respect of this project  was proposed by Cllr M H Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr J Brennan and passed.

The second project which the members discussed was a project submitted by Muckalee Community Project Ltd and involved the provision of a playground between the local school and the new childcare facility in Muckalee.  Again, the committee were commended for their commitment in driving this project.  The members were advised the €23,589 met all the requirements of this project, the members were also advised funding towards running costs cannot be provided from a capital grant.  T Walsh advised there may be a planning issue in respect of this project.  The provision of a grant in the sum of €23,589 in respect of this project was proposed by Cllr C Connery, seconded by Cllr M H Cavanagh and passed subject to planning.
Cllr J Brennan advised the meeting that a project which would involve the provision of a walking track in Clogh Village should be coming on stream in 2008.  Cllr Brennan sought clarification and expressed concern that  funding in respect of this project would be ring fenced.  T Walsh highlighted to the member the restrictions ring fencing funds puts on other new projects which may come on stream.

4.
Any Other Business
It was agreed the Electoral Area Meetings for 2008 would follow the same pattern as 2007 with meetings scheduled for March, June, September and December to take place at 12 o’clock on the same day as the full Council meeting.

Road Safety issues on the Threecastles Road at the Ardaloo Junction and Bullock Hill, Ballyfoyle were discussed.  P Beubry advised he proposes to talk to the Road Safety Inspector in relation to these issues and is to confirm in writing when this has been completed.

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
