Minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting

Held at Castlecomer Area Office on Friday 29th June at 11am
Chair:


Cllr M H Cavanagh

Present:

Cllr C Connery, J Brennan, P Millea & M Shortall

In Attendance:
T Walsh, County Manager, P Beubry, Castlecomer Area Engineer, F O’Dwyer, Executive Engineer &  N Byrne, Castlecomer Area Office
1 Minutes of previous meeting held on 26th March 2007

The minutes were proposed by Cllr M Shortall, seconded by Cllr J Brennan and passed.

2 Speed limit review – proposed changes

F O’Dwyer outlined the process for dealing with changes to existing speed limits – proposals from the Area Meeting will be referred to the Gardai and NRA (where appropriate) and subsequently to the full Council meeting.
Each proposal was examined:-

It was agreed the proposal to extend the 60kmph speed limit out of Castlecomer on the N78 would be further extended to incorporate the entrance to the GAA Grounds.

Current speed limit as you exit from IJM, Castlecomer is to be investigated.
Speed limit in force on Wellie Race Circuit was discussed, Philippe advised he did not consider a review of the current limit necessary as the geometry of the road was such that a speed beyond 50km/h was not feasible.

F O’Dwyer advised of proposals to introduce 30km/h speed limit at all schools during school hours with which the members were in agreement.

Proposals for further speed limit reviews as circulated to the members were discussed.  The review of speed limits as circulated with one alteration in relation to the N78 out of Castlecomer was proposed by Cllr M H Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr P Millea and passed.
3 Re-allocation of Development Contribution Monies

It was agreed that proposals to create additional parking spaces at St Joseph’s Terrace, Urlingford would be suspended as per the request from the residents of the estate.  The members agreed that the €24,100 originally allocated for these works would be re-allocated for footpath reconstruction on Main Street, Urlingford.

4 Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Muckalee, Ballyfoyle – Road No LT 18643
Cllr P Millea advised the meeting he was obstaining from any further debate on this issue.  It was agreed legal advice obtained by Patrick Byrne from Smithwick Solicitors would be referred with map to James Harte & Son Solicitors for further legal advice.
5 St Lachtains Church, Freshford

P Beubry advised the meeting of works proposed for this location.  Bollards will be provided along the existing footpath to keep the traffic away from the Church and to prevent parking this year and the footpath will be extended in 2008.  The members requested that the provision of a crash barrier be considered.  The best approach to deal with a large tree growing in the cemetery is to be examined in conjunction with Claire Murphy,     .

6 Bus Bay at Scoil Bhride, Ballyragget

P Beubry advised with the members  details of a drawing submitted by the developer for works proposed at this location.   He explained to the members the provision of a bus bay at Scoil Bhride is linked to the provision of a roundabout.  The drawing in question was circulated at the meeting for inspection by the members.  The members were advised this drawing had not been finalized by our Road Design Section and a copy will be circulated when same is finalized.

7 Public Lighting Programme – up to date status

P Beubry outlined to the members the current status of our public lighting programme.

8 Recreational Facilities – Ballyragget
T Walsh advised the members some further progress has been achieved in this area.  He advised the main issue is to secure ownership of the land and discussions with the landowner are ongoing.  The need for community participation in this project was discussed. 
 
9.
     Notice of Motion

     Cllr P Millea

     “That Kilkenny County Council resolve to take action of foot of the Derelict   Sites Notice placed on the property close to the Fire Station, Main Street, Urlingford, Co Kilkenny in December 2005.  That if possible the property be demolished for safety reasons”.
The Derelict Site at Main Street, Urlingford was discussed.  N Byrne outlined the current status of this file.  The site is the subject of a current Planning application.  A decision is due on this file on the 8th of July.  

The site has been entered on the Derelict Sites Register and this Derelict Site file will be reviewed after a planning decision is received.

10
Any Other Business

The status of drainage works proposed at Charles Brennan’s, Whiteswall was discussed.

Works proposed for Ballyspellan Lane were discussed.

Duty/obligation on the Local Authority to protect the right of the public to use public rights of way in its administrative area was quoted from letter received from John harte & Sons, Solicitors and discussed.

The issue of what exemptions from development  charges exist for  Community Facilities and Charitable Organisations was raised.  This issue is to be reviewed by T Walsh and all members to be advised.

The need for a review of how our Development Charges are levied was also raised.

The completion of works on footpath at Moneenroe was discussed, members were advised completion of current works is an issue for the contractor involved and not the Local Authority.

The issue of a number of recent accidents on the Ballyragget Road from Castlecomer was raised and a request that an inspection of this roadway be completed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

