Minutes of Callan Electoral Meeting held in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny on 21/05/2007.
Present:

Cllr Tom Maher, Cllr Matt Doran, Cllr William Ireland. 

In attendance:

J Mulholland DoS, S Foley A/SEE.
Apologies:

Martina Comerford, Staff Officer.
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Maher

Cllr Maher opened the meeting by welcoming Martina Comerford to the Callan Area. All members concurred with this and also wished to pass on their best wishes to Triona Maloney for her work in the Callan Area.
Item 1
The adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting held on 08/03/2007 was 
proposed by Cllr Doran and seconded by Cllr Ireland.
Item 2 Cllr Maher had a query in relation to the item 4 of the previous minutes. Particularly was the reference in the minutes that the priority for available funding was at the schools. This was agreed by the members but the members considered that Green Street also was a high priority to get funding. The plan was adopted formally as far back as 2002 and there was significant concern in the locality of the lack of progress on it. John Mulholland agreed with the members that both were high priority. Cllr Maher also noted that some monies had been set aside in recent years for the work on Green Street. There was a proposal by Cllr Maher that we proceed to construction on Green Street and this was seconded by Cllr Ireland. John Mulholland agreed to put his best efforts into securing the necessary funding.

Item 3 
Seamus Foley outlined for the members that the first run of the Bitelli/surface dressing programme was this and next week in the Callan Area. In this first run in an effort to catch up on lost time the area is being ambitious and trying to do three strengthening jobs and ten surface dressing jobs. Seamus Foley outlined the significant differences that new Health and Safety requirements place upon the area in how we do our work and the large amount of paperwork that must be completed before any work is done. This is a significant resource strain on the area as it requires a lot of the time of both area technicians, the area engineer and the overseers. What additional costs are incurred will only truly be apparent after a few runs in the area. It is a new way of working which we must comply with.
Item 4
With regard to the Callan Traffic Management Plan on Green Street the members were advised that Eircom had not returned costings to date but Road Design have indicated that it is expected shortly.

Cllr Doran raised the possibility of a one way system on Bridge Street due to the significant safety concerns of pedestrian and road users alike of traffic along Bridge Street. Seamus Foley advised the members how a one way system might work. To assess the merits or otherwise of a permanent one way system it was agreed to install a one way system for a trial period of approximately 4 months. The basic changes would be that Bridge Street in its entirety would be one way from Green Street to Kilkenny Road, Mill Lane would be unchanged and Flaggy Lane would need to be reversed with access going from the Housing Estate entrance to Haggardsgreen. Seamus Foley agreed to undertake the necessary statutory procedures to facilitate the one way system. 

Matt Doran expressed concern about the amount of traffic which would now be coming along the Old Coolagh Road from developed lands and the concerns of residents. It was accepted that when the lands were zoned for development this was always ear marked as the access point to these lands. Cllr Maher pointed out it was a significant help that the construction traffic was using an access off the Windgap Road. 

Item 5
John Mulholland advised that he had attended a meeting in that past number of weeks with regard to the Fair Green. Those present at this meeting said they would have preferred during the last public consultation process if all options had been placed in the public domain. The overriding concerns are consultation, law and order and possible over development. Cllr Maher indicated he would like a town park appropriately lit and fenced. Cllr Maher said that volunteers were willing to open and close the gates if required. 

John Mulholland outlined that whatever is provided has to be funded from some source. John Mulholland indicated that he would inviting back the original architects to review the original plans and after taking on board the concerns and suggestions of members to propose a revised plan. Matt Doran queried that if funding was the issue if it was possible that the plans be possibly phased to at least show people that progress is being made. John Mulholland agreed to add this option to the architects brief.
Cllr Maher explained that a developer had agreed to provide additional lands to the County Council to add to the Fair Green. John Mulholland said he had tried to make contact with this developer but had not succeeded to date but said he would try again to make a formal agreement for any proposed transfer of lands.

Item 6
Seamus Foley explained that this was Year 4 of the 2004-2007 Public Lighting Programme. From an original budget of €74,000.00 a sum of over €65,000.00 had been spent to date. There was also an additional €6,000.00 set aside for emergencies. Commitments in the 2004-2007 Public Lighting programme at Tullaroan and Mill Lane Car Park will require in the region of €11,000.00. This only leaves a small amount of monies available out of the original programme. However within the RWS 2007 additional funding in the sum of €7600.00 had been allocated to the Callan Area. Seamus Foley provided the members with a list of all requests for public lighting from which any available funding could be used this year. The members agreed that Ballyline and Tullahought should be deemed the priorities to be addressed with from the available monies. Forward thinking to the next Public Lighting Programme Seamus Foley was asked by the members to investigate the provision of lighting over the bridges in Kells and Bennettsbridge and also along the Bennettsbridge to Ennisnag road in the vicinity of Mosses Mill. Cllr Maher indicated there was a significant opportunity to install a system with long lasting amenity value. Thomastown Area shall be consulted with regard to the lights over the bridge at Bennettsbridge.
Item 7 
The members were advised that no additional information had been received from the NRA with regard to the provision of public lighting on the N76 at Killamery. John Mulholland to write to the NRA in this regard. The members asked that it kept of the agenda for the next meeting.
Item 8
The provision of the path from Ennisnag to Stoneyford was discussed. John Mulholland queried the name of the landowner on the western side of the N10 as one leaves Stoneyford for Ennisnag. The members advised that the landowner was Mickey Sheahan.  John Mulholland said that he would continue to press for funding from the NRA but that being realistic with all the requests that the council has forwarded to the NRA that he would at least like to get to the junction with the narrow lane (LT 42016) as a first step. In the immediate term the focus would be on securing funding to at least get that far. The members expressed concern that there were several locations around the country on national roads which did have significant lengths of footpaths with little or no housing along the routes. The members asked that the provision of the footpath from Ennisnag to Stoneyford be kept on the agenda for future meetings.
Item 9 Cllr Ireland asked Seamus Foley to investigate possibility of tar spray and chips at entrance to farm on N10 as it was noted that this was used for storage during surfacing of the N10 and Cllr Ireland considered it appropriate to do this work in lieu of the access that was provided at that time. Stone had been provided before to the entrance in the past few months to level the ground as it was uneven prior to a funeral.

Cllr Ireland asked Seamus Foley if he had any update on Andy Brennan Trees in Stoneyford. Seamus Foley indicated he did not have an opportunity to visit the site yet but had discussed that matter with the overseers and the former area engineer Pat Graham. Seamus Foley indicated he would contact Cllr Ireland when he had visited the site.

Seamus Foley indicated that he had not completed the speed survey on Bridge Street but that the required survey would be done as soon as possible. Such an assessment may have to wait till after the trial one way system on Bridge Street.
Cllr Maher asked for the provision of signage for the Westcourt Business Park. John Mulholland agreed with Cllr Maher that in the interests of traffic safety that the necessary signs should be installed from Callan Area funds. Seamus Foley to proceed in this regard. In relation to the business park itself Cllr Maher queried taking in charge. John Mulholland outlined that Seamus Foley was to assess potential costing for this and to advise the members at a future meeting.

John Mulholland explained to the members that the speed limits review would likely take up a full meeting in itself as it is one of the most important powers available to the elected members. This is likely to take place prior to the next area meeting and the members would be advised of this date in due course. Seamus Foley provided the members with the list of requests regarding the speed limit review received to date and on which he would be making his recommendations. 

Item 10 The date for the next meeting will be advised in due course.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

