Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held in Workhouse, Callan on 22/11/2007.
Present:
Cllr Tom Maher, Cllr Matt Doran, Cllr William Ireland. 

In attendance:Co Manager, J Mulholland DoS, S Foley A/SEE., M Comerford, SO


Agenda: 
1. Minutes. Billy Ireland proposed minutes of meeting of 18/10/07

Matt Doran seconded.

2. Matters arising from Minutes. 
· Seamus Foley informed members that there is no update on Traffic Management plan for Callan. No details of funding for 2008 available to him at this point. Members expressed the importance of this plan being moved forward and requested that some improvements be seen as soon as possible. 

· Billy Ireland requested an update of the Schools programme. Seamus advised that all works would be completed by December, 2007.
· Members expressed satisfaction with the works completed in Stoneyford village to date. Seamus Foley outlined future improvements for the village, bollards to prevent cars parking on footpaths and pedestrian crossing which is at safety audit stage at present.
· Cllr Matt Doran enquired about the possibility of painting white lines on the Tullaroan road. Seamus Foley indicated that the type of road it was and lack of funds means that there are no plans to proceed with this request.

· Seamus Foley advised that signs are ordered for the junction at Ballyline. Junction should be progressed by January, 2008.

3. Members agreed to the propsed extinguishment of right of way at , Brennans, Kells, Co Kilkenny. Proposed by Cllr Billy Ireland. Seconded by Clllr Matt Doran.
4. Callan 800 Closing Celebrations ~ Members agreed on wording for a plaque to be unveiled at a small ceremony at the end of the year. Martina Comerford to arrange for same.

5. Recreational Capital Grant Funding ~ Brid Hynes, Community and Enterprise presented two approved projects for the Callan Area deemed eligible for funding under the 2007 scheme. The evaluation committee ensures that each project considered meets the aims of the scheme. Both Callan Area Projects were deemed eligible as each project created a “needs based” facility. Each added value to the existing premises. Each demonstrated that community relationships would be strengthened. The evaluation committee do look for a social inclusion policy and while neither project had a written social inclusion policy, it was decided that both projects demonstrated this social inclusion when usage of their facilities was taken into account.
· Callan Community Network ~ Development of a Youth Centre.

Approval for funding of €100,000 proposed by Cllr Tom Maher, Seconded by Billy Ireland.

· Windgap G.A.A. Club ~ Construction of a hurling wall.

Approval for funding of €20,000 proposed by Cllr Matt Doran, Seconded by Billy Ireland.

6. Review of the Expanded Area Committees ~ Community and Enterprise Staff facilitated a discussion with members in this regard. Report from C&E attached.

7. Discussion with County Manager ~ Members welcomed Manager to meeting. Martina Comerford gave a brief outline of the Callan Area in terms of geography, industry, schools, housing, tourism to introduce the area to the manager. Members continued from this to outline the challenges facing the Callan Area. Cllr Tom Maher identified the lack of hotel facilities for Callan and the high priority of Traffic Management in Callan. Cllr Matt Doran highlighted his concern for smaller villages in the area and the need for Urban/Village renewal funds to be made available. Villages are not seeing the development enjoyed by towns in recent years. Cllr Doran also outlined the problems of flooding throughout the area and requested that flood relief monies be made available.

The manager thanked members for their views and indicated that he intends to meet with each member and look at issues in each area. He also stated that he would look at Fairgreen proposals to progress project.

8.
Discussion with Planning Consultants ~  
Denis Malone from Planning introduced team from Colin Buchanan, planning consultants to members. Team indicated that they are currently examining Callan in prearation for putting together the Local Area Plan for the area. Denis produced map of town showing existing zoned areas. Discussion held around forward planning for the town of Callan and its surrounds.

Consultants outlined the procedure around the production of the Local Area Plan. Mid December ~ issues paper should be complete ~ public consultation ~ draft plan ~ public consultation ~ adopted plan envisaged for June 2008.
This concluded the business of the meeting. (next meeting 24/01/07 @ 2-30p.m.)
