Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Council Chamber, John Street, Kilkenny
On  Monday, 3rd September at 3.00 p.m.
 
Chair:                                     Cllr. P. Cuddihy                    
            
Present:                                Cllr. P. Cuddihy,  Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick,

Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. M. Lanigan


Apologies:-  Cllr. J Coonan 



Cllr. M. Brett
                                                
 
In Attendance:                     John McCormack, Director of Services


Eddie O’Reilly, Executive Technician


E. Teehan, Staff Officer.
 
At the outset, it was agreed that Cllr. Paul Cuddihy would act as Chairman in the absence of Chairman, Cllr. John Coonan.

1. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD on lst June, 2007 and matters arising
Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan, and agreed.
 

· North Bridge

The members referred to the North Bridge & linking of Roads R.693 (Freshford 
Road) and R.700 (New Ross Road) for purpose of reclassification as National 
Roads. It was agreed to write to the Minister to reclassify the roads mentioned as 
National Roads.  It was felt that the linkage of these road with proposed North 
Bridge may strengthen the Local Authority’ position on funding for the provision 
of a North Bridge.   J McCormack Director of Services agreed to inform members 
of the process involved in seeking reclassification.  
· Cycle Lanes. 

In reply to a query on the current position on the provision of cycle lanes E. O’ 
Reilly indicated that  a cycle lane will be completed on the Freshford Road within 
the next three weeks  He also highlighted that this was a pilot scheme for future 
cycle lanes on similar roads in the Kilkenny Area.

· Provisional Speed Limit Bye Law Review


The members requested that they be  informed of the  up to date position 
regarding the Speed Limit Bye Law  Review and J  McCormack indicated that he 
would check the exact status and revert to the members.  

2. GLENDINE ACTION PLAN
John McCormack, Directors of Services informed members that Kilkenny County Council had made an offer to the Landowner and are currently awaiting a response.    
3.  NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

· Proposed by: Cllr. M. Brett:- Notice of Motions
(1) “That an update on the proposed work on Lovers Lane by provided.    

Consultants were appointed in March 2007”

Response: A preliminary design has been completed for the Golf Links Road.  Orchard Road and Lovers Lane.  The Consultants appointed to progress the scheme are still currently working on same.




F. Stafford Senior Executive Engineer,Road Design Section

(2) ’That the proper date for the completion of the Ring Road be provided and a date for the opening of the railway station project.  

Response; It is expected the Ring Road Extension will be open in Late 2007.




F. Stafford Senior Executive Engineer,Road Design Section
Response: The Scheduled Opening date for the McDonagh Station is October, 2007.




F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer,Kilkenny Area Offiice

(3)     That Kilkenny County Council provide a start date for the proposed works on Patrick Street/Kells Road/Waterford Road.

Response  A preliminary design has now been completed for the R697, Kells Road.  The scheme includes for the section of road between the Ring Road and Upper Patrick Street.  Council officials will be meeting with landowners affected by the proposed scheme in September.  Following on from this the proposals will be put on public display in accordance with Part 8 Article 81 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 & Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.




F. Stafford,Senior Executive Engineer,Road Design Section.

· Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan – Notice of Motions
(1) ‘That a permanent surveillance structure be put in place at the bring bank and bottle  

        centre at the Loughboy Shopping Centre

Response:

The following points are of note;
 
1. The Council has invested in a covert camera facility that periodically is located at the Loughboy Shopping Centre. The camera operation has been the subject of some technical teething problems but is now fully operational and, in line with Council policy, it is our stated intention to prosecute those members of the public found to be using the recycling facilities in an illegal manner. 

2. On the question of maintenance of Recycling Centres the Adopt a Bottle Bank project has been rolled out this year to considerable success whereby local communities assume day to day responsibility for the maintenance of the banks in their respective areas with financial assistance from Kilkenny County Council. 

3. For city locations such as Loughboy there is a need to examine ways in which current maintenance measures can be improved. With this in mind the Environment Section is currently examining the preparation of a maintenance contract whereby we will engage services to provide for the cleaning and removal of illegally placed materials in a timely fashion. 
4. In line with Cllr. Coonan’s motion I will arrange for a concentration of effort at the Loughboy Recycling Facility in an effort to identify offenders and to bring them to book. 

 



Simon Walton, Senior Engineer,Environment Section
(2) That Kilkenny Area County Council consider the facilitation of the 

       future needs and facilities required at the Scanlon Park Sports    

      Athletic Complex Loughboy.

      John  McCormack Director of Services confirmed that this was a municipal complex intended to cater for a number of sporting  and other groups and as such the provision of a meeting room to facilitate one group only  could not be considered. In addition he confirmed that the additional expenditure could not be entertained. The members requested that the position be looked at in light of the athletics club obtaining grant assistance to provide the facility and the room being available for other groups to use.
(3) That Kilkenny County Council immediately plan for the provision of   

      an appropriate entrance to Bishop Birch Housing Estate.

Response:-  A gated entranced facility was provided to the front of this estate in 2006.  ‘Slow’ entry treatment together with signage excluding heavy  goods from the area are also in place.  Alternative access to this estate has also been investigated without success.




F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, Kilkenny Area Office
· Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick – Notice of Motion
(1) ‘That an appropriate number of speed ramps be provided in Archers 

       Court as a matter of urgency.

Response: The area in question is part of a housing estate where ‘Slow’ entry treatments are positioned at all entrance and exists to the estate.  There are no proposals to put ramps in this area.





F. Gray,Senior Executive Engineer, Kilkenny Area Office
· Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan – Notice of Motion
(1) ‘That Kilkenny County Council would carryout upgrade works on     
the footpaths at  
       Kennyswell Road as a matter of urgency.

Response: Sections of footpath in this area are included in the 2007 Road works Programme and will be carried out during this period.





F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, Kilkenny Area Office
4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Land at Troyswood
J. McCormack informed members that Kilkenny County Council purchased 23 acres of land which surrounds the Water Treatment Plant at Troyswood for protection of the water source.   He mentioned that the G.A.A were  sourcing training facilities and that  the land at Troyswood  might be suited  for the provision of a playing pitch.  The members welcomed this initiative.  
· Bishops Demesne Project
Cllr P. Cuddihy requested  that an up to date report on the Bishops Meadows Demesne project be provided to members.  This land is located behind Connolly Street and behind the  Fr. McCrath Centre at the Butts.

· Flooding arising from blockage of streams
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked that Kilkenny County Council take measures to prevent blockages of streams with rubble and trees to prevent unnecessary flooding and requested information on how these matters would be addressed.
· Dates of forthcoming Electoral Area Committee Meetings
Agreed Dates of forthcoming Electoral Area Committee Meetings as follows:-

· Monday 5th November, 2007

· Monday, 7th January, 2008

· Monday 3rd March, 2008

· Monday, 12th May, 2008
· Note of Congratulations
· The members expressed congratulations to The Kilkenny Hurling Team on their magnificent achievement on winning the All Ireland Hurling Final.  

· A note of congratulations  also extended to the following who are completing their term as Officers of Kilkenny County Board:, in particular – 


Ned Quinn, Chairman and Pat Dunphy Secretary 

· Eileen O’Keeffe and Joanne Cuddihy on their athletic achievements in Japan.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.

____________________ 

______________________ 
CATHAOIRLEACH


DATE 
PAGE  
4

