
Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Council Chamber, John Street, Kilkenny
On  Monday, 5th November, at 3.00 p.m.
 
Chair:                                     Cllr. J. Coonan
            
Present:                                Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. P. Cuddihy,  Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick,


Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. M. Noonan


Apologies; - M. Lanigan

In Attendance:                     F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer,


D. Malone, Senior Planner

E. Teehan, Staff Officer.
 

· At the outset, Cllr. J. Coonan  on behalf of Kilkenny Area Electoral Committee expressed sympathy to the family of former  Mayor Margaret Tynan.  He also acknowledged her unique contribution to Kilkenny City and County.

· Sympathy was also extended to John McCormack and family on the death of his mother, Ellen Laherty.

· Good well wishes were also extended to Cllr Joe Cody and  to  Cllr. Martin Bretts ‘s wife Rena  for their speedy recovery.
1. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD on  3rd September, 2007 and    
matters arising
Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan and seconded by Cllr.  P. Fitzpatrick.
Kennywell Road

Cllr. M. Noonan  commended Kilkenny County Council  for the high quality work undertaken on the Kennyswell Road. 
2. GLENDINE ACTION PLAN
Denis Malone, Senior Planner  informed  the members that an offer had been made to the Landowner and an agreement had been reached between the Landowner and Kilkenny County Council.   He also outlined the structure of the offer and  indicated that the legal documentation was currently being prepared to allow the Council to finalise the transaction.     The members requested that this item  remain on the Agenda and also requested that this matter be expedited in so far as possible.
National Secondary Roads

The members referred to the poor quality and deterioration of the National Secondary Roads    The limited funding from the N.R.A. had a consequential effect  It was  highlighted that the bulk of accidents occur on National Secondary Roads and an increase in funding was required.   The members proposed that Kilkenny County Council seek an increase in funding for National Secondary Roads by  issuing of correspondence to
(1) N.R.A, 
(2) Minister Noel Dempsey, Dept of Transport 
(3) and John McGuiness, T.D.,  Minister of Trade & Enterprise 
Pedestrianisation

It was highlighted that the Road Safety Plan 2007-2012 was vehicular driven and did not take account of pedestrianisation. The members requested that the Road Safety Plan 2007-2012   and the  Pedestrian and Cycle Network Study be integrated  as a comprehensive plan.
3. NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett

1. That Kilkenny Area Office provide an update on the road from Tennypark Cross to the car boot sale turn off’


Response:  


N76 Tennypark to Brownstown Road Realignment – Part 8 Planning Report adopted in 
April 07. Progression of the scheme to CPO stage and 
beyond will depend on 
funding  
next year.

Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett

2. That Kilkenny County Council indicate when works will be undertaken on pathways from the Shellumsrath to the Rose Hill Roundabout .


Response:


The reconstruction of the footpath from Shellumsrath to the Callan Road 
Roundabout 
forms part of the Western Environs Scheme  It is expected, subject to availability of 
funding, that works will commence on this scheme next year.
Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett

3.
That Kilkenny County Council provide the number of  litter prosecutions that have 
been pursued this year..


Response:


157 litter fines issued to date in 2007. Approx. 60% of fines paid to date, some are 
appealed and others pending  payment or paying by installment. 4 prosecutions taken 
by Environmental Enforcement 
Officers in 2007.
Proposed by Cllr. John Coonan

1. 
‘That Kilkenny Area County Council and Kilkenny Borough  Council  undertake a 
joint initiative to enable an agreed roll out of cycle lanes in a structured and co-ordinated 
manner throughout  Kilkenny City and Environs.’


Response:-


A ‘Pedestrian and Cycle Network Study’ was provided by Arup Consulting Engineers to 
Kilkenny Local Authorities in May, 2002.  Estimate costs at  the time amounted to 
€1.6 m excluding leisure routes and land ownership costs.  No monies have been 
allocated 
to the provision of these routes and no consideration has 
been given to annual maintenance 
costs if the routes were provided.  Furthermore no serious discussion or consideration has 
been given to merits and the de-
merits of this report.

Proposed by Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick

1.
‘That Kilkenny County Council would enter into discussions with the Developer & 
the Residents Association of the Fairways Estate with a 
view to the taking in charge of the 
estate by Kilkenny County Council at the earliest possible.’


Response:


Kilkenny County Council had earlier this year identified this estate as one as having no 
complaints received by residents or enforcement action taken by the Council and had 
intended therefore to proceed with Taking in Charge subject to 
certified reports from the 
Kilkenny Area Engineer and the Chief Fire Officer.  Subject to receipt of reports, the 
application would formally proceed then before the Elected Members.


The Planning Authority has received a letter from the Chairperson of the 
Fairways 
Residents Association on the 10th October 2007 
advising that following 
consultation 
with the Developer, that speed  ramps would be 
provided by him.


Kilkenny County Council intends writing to the Developer for the update in relation to 
the provision of these speed ramps before any further action is 
taken in relation to the 
Taking in Charge application.

Proposed by Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick

2.
‘That Kilkenny County Council would investigate the erecting of safety 
fencing at 
Garringreen along the entrance at Johnswell Road.’


Response:


Timber post and rail fencing will be erected at this location protecting the green 
area, 
between the Ring Road  Roundabout and the junction into Garringreen  Hse Estate off 
the Johnswell Road. It is part of the Ring Road Contract Works.

Proposed by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

1 ‘That an update be provided on the provision of footpaths on


       the Kells Road.’


Response:


‘Provision of footpaths in this area will be part of the upgrade scheme presently being 
designed by external Consultants.  This scheme is presently at preliminary design stage.

Proposed by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan & Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick

1.
‘That the Speed Limit from the Bennettsbridge Road Roundabout  to Kilfera  be 
reduced to 
60 kph


Response:

This will be considered in conjunction with County wide overall 
Speed 
Limit 
Review.

Estates taken in Charge
The members requested that a report  be provided at each Electoral Area Meeting on the

(1) estates that are taken in charge

(2) estates that are about to be taken in charge.
(3) Unfinished Estates
4. Any other Business

Safety at Hebron Road/ Bishop Birch Place
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick expressed concern in the interests of safety with regard to the traffic on the  Hebron Industrial Estate, particularly in Bishop Birch Place where lorries were parked and lorries, turning.  A number of suggestions were made at the meeting with identifying a solution, in particular

(1) ‘Stop and Go System’ like O’Loughlin Road. 

(2) Examination of Wilsons Lane

(3) Employment of Consultants

Hebron Industrial Estate
Cllr. P. Ftizpatrick requested that Kilkenny County Council provide measures to address the build up of traffic exiting from the estate onto the Hebron Road, to alleviate congestion.
Review of Expanded Area Committee

A meeting  date of 23rd November, 2007 at 2.00 p.m was agreed. for Review of Expanded Area Committee 

This concludes the business of the meeting
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