Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Council Chamber, John Street, Kilkenny
On Friday lst June, 2007 at 3.00 p.m.
 
Chair:                                     Cllr. J. Coonan                      
            
Present:                                Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, Cllr, M. Lanigan,

Cllr. M. Noonan, Apologies: Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
                                                
 
In Attendance:                     John McCormack, Director of Services

John Mulholland, Director of Services,


Eddie O’Reilly, Executive Technician


E. Teehan, Staff Officer.
 
· MINUTES OF MEETING HELD On 2nd March, 2007.
Proposed by Cllr P. Fitzpatrick  and  seconded by Cllr  .M. Noonan, and agreed.
 
Dail Election
Cllr. John Coonan commenced the meeting with referring to the Dail Election on the 24th May, 2007.  It was unanimously agreed  that  the elected candidates be congratulated and also that the remaining candidates  be  commended for participating in  the election.  Gratitude  was expressed to   the election staff who prepared for the election, the staff on the day of the election and also the count staff.   Inaccuracies in the Electoral register were referred to and a full report on the inaccuracies and reasons was requested by the members..  Cllr. P. Cuddihy suggested that the use of PPSN Nos would ensure greater accuracy  and persons would not be dependent on receiving polling cards   He also suggested that the County Registrar look at other Count Centres which would accommodate a greater number of persons and count staff. John McCormack, Director of Services highlighted that the venue was decided by the County Registrar in this particular election. In addition, he stated that the most comprehensive exercise ever was undertaken by Kilkenny County Council in compiling the 2007 Electoral Register  which sought to bring significant improvements in the accuracy of the Register of Electors .  This necessitated employment of additional staff and use of  additional resources.  He acknowledged that despite efforts to secure accuracy,  some persons were deprived of a vote.

 Cul De Sac Changes at Purcellsinch/Lyrath
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick  requested that an up to date report be provided on Purcellsinch/Lyrath Motion which was referred to the Thomastown Area Office for approval by members as follows:
That Kilkenny Area County Council fully support the proposals and endeavours of the Purcellsinch Lyrath Residents association vis a vis the proposed cul de sac changes at  Purcellsinch – Old Carlow road.’
North Bridge
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy raised the matter of the North Bridge and the issue of funding and questioned if Kilkenny County Council were in the queue for funding
J. Mulholland, Director Services responded and stated that it is an objective of  Kilkenny County Council to secure funding, however as the Bridge falls outside the remit of the N.R.A. the matter of funding rests with the DOEHLG.   J. Mulholland indicated that the DOEHLG had a much smaller pool of monies  as  funding is currently being provided for the inner relief road and bypasses around Graignamanagh and Thomastown.  He indicated that he did not foresee any  funding  being provided for within the next five years.  

Cyclelanes
It was suggested that the introduction of cycle lanes be concurrent with pedestrianisation  and  that a system should be implemented to facilitate pedestrians and cyclists.  J. Mulholland, Director of Services  stated that this objective was included in the Development Plan.
· Glendine Action Plan
J. McCormack, Director of Services confirmed that negotiations  with the   Landowner ‘s representatives were at a very sensitive stage and that a report would be provided as soon as progress had been made. The members requested that progress be accelerated in this area.
· Provisional Speed Limit Bye Law Review

A Presentation was provided on the Provisional Speed Limit Bye Law Review.  J. Mulholland outlined the main changes in the Provisional Speed Limit Bye Law Review and indicated that following consultation with Gardai , the matter would be presented to the Full Council for approval.

The members welcomed the speed limit byelaws, particularly in the interests of accident prevention and requested that the limits be monitored.
The members suggested that Ring Road could define the urban boundary in the introduction of the speed limits and J. Mulholland acknowledged the comments contributed.
NOTICE OF MOTIONS
Proposed by:- Cllr. M. Brett – Notice of Motions
· In relation to the activation of the green man on the Castlecomer Road , Kilkenny Area Office confirmed  that all crossings are repaired on an ongoing basis.
· Kilkenny Area Office and Environment Section outlined the  position in relation to Grass Cutting within estates in Kilkenny.  The Environment Section of Kilkenny County Council indicated that it assists resident groups by way of  funding through the Amenity Grant Scheme where a group would undertake the grass cutting on behalf of the Estate.

Proposed by:- Cllr.  John Coonan – Notice of Motions
· With regard to the proposed re-alignment Road Works  on the Old Golf Links Road, Lovers Lane/New Orchard Newpark, Kilkenny County Council, Road Design Section, indicated that a preliminary design had been completed and that  Consulting Engineers had been appointed to progress the scheme. It was also been highlighted that land would have to be acquired to progress the scheme.
· The Road Design Section of Kilkenny County Council indicated that Consulting Engineers and Project Managers have been appointed to expedite the Kells Road Improvement Scheme.  J. Mulholland, Director of Services indicated that the Part 8 documentation was prepared and would be forwarded to members as soon as possible.
· Kilkenny Area Office indicated that Golf Links Road/Lovers Lane is presently with outside Consultants for detailed design/C.P.O.  and that Public Lighting will be included as part of this process.
· Kilkenny Area Office confirmed that there is no method available to them in  dealing with the dangerous parking practice of  vehicles  adjacent  to the main entrance of Loughboy Shopping Centre or  outside the Borough Boundary.

· With regard to the continuation of footpath from Ossory Bridge along in front of the new Castleview Housing Estate at Bennettsbridge Roundabout to a point opposite the Black Quarry Service Station, Kilkenny Area Office confirmed that these works can only be considered in conjunction with 2008 Road Works Programme unless additional funding is allocated to Kilkenny Area.
· The issue with regard to the problem of access and egress to the evergreen Soccer Pitch facilities on the Kells Road is the use of an unauthorised entrance to the clubs playing facilities.  The Planning Section have confirmed that it has initiated enforcement proceedings and it is a matter for the Evergreen Club to identify a solution that will hopefully obtain planning permission.

Proposed by Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick- Notice of Motions
· With regard to the provision of a pathway from the Thornback Road to the Rock Bar, Kilkenny Area Office indicated that the Thornback Road is a local rood and no monies have been allocated and agreed for local road footpath improvement works in 2007.
· With regard a long term traffic management plan at the Dublin Road/Sion Road and Leggettsrath, Kilkenny Area Office indicated that this section of Dublin Road has gone to outside Consultants to prepare a Traffic Management Scheme and is presently at preliminary design  stage.

· With regard to indiscriminate parking, Kilkenny Area Office indicated that there is little the Local Authority can do to prevent indiscriminate park until such time as the Local Authorities extend the Traffic and Parking Byelaws Schedule beyond the Borough Boundary Limits..
Proposed by:- Cllr. M. Noonan:- Notice of Motions
· Concerns were expressed with regard to the Richview estate and  outstanding enforcement issues, taking in charge and health and safety issues  The Planning Enforcement Section indicated that  the Section was active in relation to this case.    Cases such as this are by nature difficult to pursue and can unfortunately carry on over a lengthy period.  The Planning Enforcement Section will take any and all steps within its powers to address the situation here. It was pointed out that any health and safety concerns raised could be addressed directly by the residents against the Developer to the Health & Safety Authority.
· Kilkenny Area Office and Environment Section outlined position in relation to Grass Cutting within estates in Kilkenny.  The Environment Section of Kilkenny County Council indicated that it assists resident groups by way of funding through the  Amenity Grant Scheme where a group would undertake the grass cutting on behalf of the Estate.

· The Planning Section, Kilkenny County Council referred to the bond lodged for the Sion Meadows Estate and indicated that the Developer submitted to the Council a letter which stated that the estate  is finished and that there are no outstanding works.  The developer is also willing to address any outstanding works  as  identified  by the County Council .  Members requested a full  up to date report on the Taking in Charge Protocal and Planning Enforcement

Any Other Businees
Cllr. J. Coonan concluded the meeting by indicating that the next scheduled date for the Kilkenny Electoral  Meeting is Monday, 2nd July, 2007 at 3.00 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting
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