Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
14th September, 2007 at 2.00pm
Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling

Present:
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Breathnach, P. Walsh and C. Phelan.
In Attendance:
J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, M. Arthurs, SEO, Sanitary Services, D. Lawlor, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Minutes of previous meeting held 12th July, 2007

Minutes were proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan and agreed.

Deputations Received
· SURE Group & Residents 

Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were Brian Cunningham, Catriona Forristal and Michael Ryan.
Brian Cunningham addressed the meeting and raised the issue regarding Waterford Waste Treatment Plant and whether it would be possible for the residents in the Drumdowney, Rathpatrick and Ringville areas to connect into the new Scheme.  He asked that a reply in writing be given to them on this matter and other queries they had in relation to same.
He also raised the matter of the Belmont Road Roundabout stating that there were huge safety concerns following 14 incidents of trucks losing their loads on the route into Waterford, which they felt certain was due to a camber problem leading into the roundabout.
Cllr. Dowling stated that a safety audit had been carried out on this roundabout 12 months ago and it was found that it had been constructed in accordance with regulations.  However, it was agreed that this matter would be looked at again.
Catriona Forristal raised the issue of recycling in South Kilkenny, stating that the current facility at Newrath was far from ideal, as the opening hours are restrictive and unsuitable for many people and the location was also unsuitable causing traffic problems.  SURE Group were aware that a site had been identified at Grannagh to provide a new facility, but this was only at proposal stage and would be quite some time before it was operational and also, the proposed location was a considerable distance away for residents of the Slieverue and Glenmore areas.
She went on to talk about the problems of fly tipping in rural areas and also mentioned the poor refuse collection service in the area and felt that Kilkenny County Council had a responsibility to rectify the situation as a matter of urgency.
Michael Ryan asked that something be done to improve the condition of the Drumdowney Road, stating that it was in a very dangerous condition following very heavy rains at the end of last year.  J. Dempsey assured them that a response would be issued on matters raised in due course.

Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation and they withdrew from the meeting.

· Bishops Mountain Shooting Club
Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting, representatives of which were David Charleton and Gene Murphy.
David Charleton thanked the Members for allowing them the opportunity to convey their appreciation for the funding provided to the club under the Recreational Fund Grant Scheme and to outline to them the value of that funding to both the club and the area in general.  He circulated a report to the Members giving a brief summary of the history of the club, what the grant was spent on and stating that as a result of new developments at the club they had secured a large international event, which would take place in July 2008 attracting large teams from England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and others.
Following contributions from some of the Members, Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their presentation and wished them every success in the future.  They withdrew from the meeting.

·  Slieverue Residents
Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting, representatives of which were Chris Donnelly, Noleen Murphy and Aideen Mullingan.  He informed them that Michael Arthurs, Senior Executive Officer of the Sanitary Services Section was present today to make a presentation, giving an update on the current position regarding water supply in the South Kilkenny area, following which the deputation could raise any questions they might still have.

M. Arthurs addressed the meeting stating firstly that Kilkenny County Council sincerely regretted the impact of the recent water shortages on the residents in the areas affected.  He said that the network comprised over 200km of ageing pipework and at present there was only one source located at Mullinavat, but that a temporary supply had been secured from Waterford City Council’s network, but due to weather conditions and excessive demand this short term solution was not as successful as hoped.  He went on to say that an additional supply had been sourced at Silverspring by way of ground water supply, but again this did not prove very successful initially because of the difficulty getting water from the western to eastern side of the network and also the additional pressure placed on the network resulting in a number of burst mains and further disruption in service.  M. Arthurs was confident that ongoing measures would stabilize the situation, but should these current problems persist, a decision had been taken by Kilkenny County Council to provide a budget of €500,000 to provide a rising main at Tubrid.
M. Arthurs also advised that in the longer term, substantial funding would be provided under the Water Services Investment Programme and that Kilkenny County Council had already engaged Consultants to examine the current and future needs of the area in terms of the network itself, storage, conservation and patterns of usage and he stated that a preliminary report was expected shortly in this regard.  He concluded that a holistic and coherent strategy is required to address the immediate, short and longer term needs of the South Kilkenny consumer base, which would focus on both the management of supply and demand for water in the area.
The members of the deputation posed a number of queries to M. Arthurs, mainly in relation to any proposed upgrade of the network, likely timeframe for a solution, whether short or long term and their concern that new and future developments in the area would put even greater pressure on the system.
Following contributions from all the Members, Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their attendance and advised that a report would be issued to them with an update in due course.
Cllr. Breathnach requested that a report on the matter be circulated to the Members also.

The deputation withdrew from the meeting.
Roadworks Programme 2008-2010

D. Lawlor circulated a draft schedule of the non-national roads schemes to be funded from the 2008-2010 Restoration Improvement Grants, for consideration.  The Members raised a number of queries and suggested amendments, which D. Lawlor agreed to take on board.  It was agreed maps would be circulated to the Members and a final draft would be agreed at a later date.

Agree Meetings Schedule
The meetings schedule for 2008, as presented, was agreed.  It was agreed that the next meeting will take place on Friday, 2nd November, 2007 at 2.00pm.

Community Involvement Schemes

Denis Lawlor gave an update to the Members in relation to community involvement schemes, stating that a total of seven schemes had been offered in 2007, four of which had already been completed.   One offer had been refused, while two were still being considered.

Local Improvement Schemes

D. Lawlor advised the Members that approval had now been received from the Department and funding in the amount of €308,885 had been made available to the Piltown Area.  He stated that offers under the 2007 Scheme would be made in the coming week.

Items Requested by Members.

Item 1 – The report was noted.  D. Lawlor advised that further measures to improve safety for pedestrians would be undertaken, commencing Saturday, 22nd September.
Item 2 – The report was noted and D. Lawlor advised that the ESB had given an undertaking to commence work shortly and complete the programme before the winter.
Item 3 – This matter was dealt with by M. Arthurs, who was in attendance.
Item 4 – The report was noted.  D. Lawlor advised that the area in question had not yet been formally transferred to the Council, but that the Parks Department would be addressing the issue in the meantime.
Item 5 – The report was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
______________________ 
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