Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
16th November, 2007 at 2.15pm
Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling

Present:
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Breathnach, P. Walsh and C. Phelan.
In Attendance:
J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, D. Malone, Planning, D. Lawlor, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Minutes of previous meeting held 14th September, 2007

Minutes were proposed by Cllr. C. Long, seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and agreed.

Deputations Received
· St. Beacon’s, Mullinavat
Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were Jim Fitzpatrick, Kathleen McEvoy and Patricia Power, Parents Association.
Patricia Power addressed the meeting and stated that the main reason for their attendance was to discuss the issue of safety outside the School and raise awareness to the dangers at St. Beacons, Mullinavat.  She outlined the problems at the entrance to the School when children were being dropped off and collected due to the road being so narrow and the poor visibility from the village side of the School, making it extremely dangerous for both school goers and the general public.  
P. Power also highlighted the dangers for children using the road during school hours to get to the local football pitch, as there were no footpaths.  She stated that certain measures had been taken by the school to improve safety as much as possible, but asked if consideration could possibly be given to installation of speed ramps.  She acknowledged that these might be considered a hazard in themselves, but that warnings could be put in place for motorists in this regard.
D. Lawlor indicated that use of speed ramps was usually curtailed to urban areas and were only used as a last possible measure, but agreed to consult with Road Design on this issue.

P. Power went on to say that the announcement in February by Kilkenny County Council was welcomed in relation to the introduction of safety measures at schools in the County over the next few years, but works at St. Beacon’s would not take place until 2009 and she hoped that something could be put in place in the interim.  It was also pointed out that one of the 50kph signs, which were in place on the approach to the school, was covered over by briars etc and it was agreed that a notice would be served on the landowner in question to have the hedge cut.
D. Lawlor advised that all schools had been surveyed, with certain criteria being applied regarding safety and a 3 Year Plan had been prepared based on a safety report.  Under the 3 Year Plan, an illuminated flashing light would be put in place approaching the school in 2009, indicating the speed limit in operation for certain periods in the morning and afternoon.  In the interim, he advised that periodic speed limits would be introduced in early 2008.
Cllr. T. Breathnach advised the deputation to check the option of availing of funding under the Summer Works Scheme with regard to improving the entrance at the school and indicated that the Board of Management at Kilmacow School could be of assistance to them if required.

The members thanked the deputation for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Presentation from NBA Consultants – Waterford Environs Local Area Plan

Denis Malone, Planning, advised the Members that Consultants, the National Building Agency, had been appointed to prepare the Waterford Environs Local Area Plan and introduced Mr. Laura Courtney of NBA, who would be making a presentation to the members on the current status with regard to preparation of the Plan.  Also present was Mr. John Andrews, Waterford City Council.

Ms. Courtney outlined in general the process, the key stages of preparing the Plan and the key issues to be addressed.  She stated that the first public workshop would take place around mid-December, which would allow them to receive feedback from the general public.  She said it was hoped to have a Draft Plan prepared by February, 2008.
Following discussion and contributions from all the members, Cllr. Dowling thanked Ms. Courtney for her presentation and thanked Denis Malone and John Andrews for their input.
Roadworks Programme 2008-2010

A draft schedule of the non-national roads schemes to be funded from the 2008-2010 Restoration Improvement Grants had been circulated to the Members at a previous meeting for their consideration.  D. Lawlor advised the members that the draft programme had already been forwarded to the Department to secure funding, but that any roads which had not been included on the draft programme could be considered for remedial works.

The draft, as presented, was proposed by Cllr. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. Long and agreed.

Review of Expanded Area Committee & Recreational Capital Fund Grants
It was agreed that a meeting to review the Expanded Area Committee and Recreational Capital Fund Grants would take place on Friday, 30th November, 2007 at 3.30pm.
Community Involvement Schemes Update
Denis Lawlor gave an update to the Members in relation to Community Involvement Schemes, stating that a total of eleven schemes had been offered in 2007, four of which had been refused.  The seven schemes accepted were now complete.

Local Improvement Schemes Update
D. Lawlor advised the Members that twelve offers had been made under the Scheme, all of which had been accepted and works were now complete.

Items Requested by Members.

Item 1 – Report noted.  Cllr. Breathnach stated that while he understood it was a big undertaking, he asked that Kilkenny County Council be more pro-active with regard to taking estates in charge to help progress matters.

J. Dempsey stated that of the 9 estates listed on the report, KCC were actively dealing with 3 applications at present.  He indicated that the financial implications for the Council in this regard are huge, as the true costs of taking some of the estates in charge were not known.
Item 2 – The matter was discussed and it was suggested that the matter be forwarded for consideration under the development plan review.
Vote of Sympathy
A vote of sympathy was passed to Cllr. Martin Brett on the recent sad loss of his wife Rena.

Any Other Business

Cllr. Dowling

· asked for the current position with regard to provision of footpath at Abbey Road.

D. Lawlor advised that enforcement proceedings had been taken and a court date was awaited and he pointed out that the temporary measure put in place had proved effective and safe to-date.  Cllr. Dunphy said he felt that safety was paramount in this situation and asked that the Council undertake the necessary works and recoup the costs from the developer.

J. Dempsey agreed to seek advice from the Council’s Solicitor on whether this could be considered.
· asked if consideration could be given to providing CCTV unit at the new playground at Meadowcourt Homes, Rockshire, following damage being caused there and continuing anti-social behaviour.  Cllr. Phelan stated that it was a great facility, but agreed that we needed to put a stop to the anti-social behaviour.  Cllr. Long stated that the same happened at Mooncoin playground at the outset, but stopped over time as parents and the community became more vigilant.

D. Lawlor agreed to look into the matter and would consult with the Parks Department.

Cllr. Long

· asked for an up-date regarding provision of bottlebanks at Mooncoin.

D. Lawlor agreed to follow-up this matter.

· stated that residents at Chapel Street had complained about the road sweeping taking place as part of the Council housing development taking place there.  D. Lawlor to check out.
· same problem on the main road with Roadstone, constant wetting and sweeping of the road causing a build-up of silt at the roadside and muck on the road.  D. Lawlor advised that a planning application had been lodged by Roadstone and perhaps there could be conditions of planning set down in this regard.

· conveyed thanks to D. Lawlor from residents for the installation of barriers at Fiddown.

· raised the issue of reception of deputations stating that the procedure as agreed was no longer being followed.  J. Dempsey advised that from an Officials point of view and for effective delivery of service, it would be appreciated if the matters being raised at the meetings could be brought to the attention of himself and D. Lawlor so they can be discussed beforehand – this included any items being raised by a deputation and other items.

It was agreed that a deputation from Glen Crescent, Mullinavat, would be received at the next meeting as requested by Cllr. Pat Walsh, but for future meetings, the original procedure for reception of deputations as previously agreed, would be adhered to.

Cllr. Dunphy

· Asked what could be done to improve safety for a resident living on the Carrick Road, Mooncoin with regard to exiting her driveway out onto the N24.  D. Lawlor advised that unfortunately no funding could be allocated as this was a private entrance, but that the situation may be helped by the cutting of neighbours hedging.

· Also asked if something could be done at the lane above that entrance at Cashin’s, stating that the entrance onto the road was steep and flooding occurred there.  D. Lawlor stated that he had discussed the matter with F. Stafford and same was under consideration.

Cllr. Walsh

· Raised issue of water quality at Mooncoin, stating that people had complained of damage to kettles, washing machines etc and asked if a notice could be put in the local papers advising people on what they could do.
· Mentioned the sewerage spillage at Christendom and asked for a firm commitment that this problem would be addressed.  D. Lawlor confirmed that remedial works had been undertaken to rectify the problem and works are ongoing to reduce the risk of this reoccurring.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
PAGE  
3

