Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting

       Venue:
Thomastown Area Office.

      
       Date:
Tuesday 18th September 2007, 2.20p.m.

Chair:


Cllr M. O’Brien.

Present:

             Cllrs T Brennan, D Doyle, A. Phelan and P. O’Neill.

In Attendance: 
Phillip O’Neill, Director of Services, T Lauhoff, Area Engineer,

C Brett, Staff Officer

1. Minutes of previous meeting held 16th July, 2007

Members discussed various items on previous meetings minutes.

In reply to Cllr O’Neill, T Lauhoff confirmed school pedestrian crossings would be substantially completed this year.  The boys school in Thomastown will be provided with a pedestrian refuge island in lieu of a pedestrian crossing as the school is due to relocate within the next two years.  Cllrs O’Neill, Phelan and Doyle questioned how this change would affect the current monetary allocations, with Cllr Phelan enquiring if the status of Inistioge School could be reassessed.  T Lauhoff explained the process of assessment that had been used for the School Safety Programme and expressed concern about revisiting the process.

Members then held a discussion on the proposed new school in Thomastown and T Lauhoff agreed to check the planning conditions imposed relating to school traffic entering and exiting Maudlin Street at the Garda Station.

Cllr O’Brien then requested an update on the operation of the one-way system in Thomastown.  T Lauhoff outlined how traffic priority was altered on a trial basis at the junction of Low and Logan Street following request from local Garda.  He said in general the response has been very positive with the changes working well.  Cllr O’Brien suggested laying a yellow grid on the quay side of the stop sign to assist HGV’s turning left.  T Lauhoff said he would investigate this possibility in conjunction with local Gardai.
In response to questions from Cllr Doyle, T Lauhoff said he would investigate if the proposed relocation of the position of the bus stop to the area of parking spaces on Low Street could be undertaken immediately.  He also said that discussions were ongoing with the Gardai regarding parking restrictions which would be appropriate with the working of the one way system.

T Lauhoff then updated members on plans to widen the slip road from the R700 to the N9.  The road design team is currently working on a design for this road and a safety audit of the design will be undertaken prior to any further discussions with the boys school management.
Minutes were then proposed by Cllr Brennan, seconded by Cllr Doyle.

2. Public Recreational Area

Cllr O’Brien outlined the need for a recreational area in Thomastown.  In response to concerns expressed by Cllr O’Neill,  Philip O’Neill clarified for the members how monies had been allocated for the provision of playgrounds.  Members held a general discussion about potential locations for recreational areas, P O’Neill said possible suitable locations should be identified and potential sites would be referred to the Parks department for assessment.  

3. Review of anti flooding options.

Cllr O’Brien said that in December 2004 Kilkenny County Council carried a resolution that the OPW be requested to commission a study of the river Nore upstream of Thomastown.  Philip O’Neill confirmed that the OPW had been contacted in January 2005 and said he would follow up the matter.  Cllr Phelan expressed concerns regarding the likelihood of the Duiske river in  Graiguenamanagh flooding, and Philip O’Neill agreed to include Graiguenamanagh in his follow-up to the OPW.
4. Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way @ Station Road, Thomastown.

T Lauhoff gave a presentation to members, explaining the layout of the proposed new road and the area of proposed extinguishment of the current road.  In reply to concerns expressed by Cllr Doyle, Philip O’Neill said he would confirm details on the proposal before the next step in the process, which would be placing plans on public display.

5. Any Other Business.

Cllr Doyle requested that the works necessary for the provision of Broadband in some areas of Thomastown be carried out after working hours and at weekends.  T Lauhoff outlined the size of the project and said works are commencing this week.  In reply to questions, he outlined the streets affected by the works and said that details of the works are being published on the County Council page of the Kilkenny People.  Cllr O’Brien stressed that the public be advised to use the new carpark on the quay during these works.

Cllr Phelan raised the issue of repairs required to Clapper bridge, Graignamanagh; in response P O’Neill said he would examine the matter further with the Heritage Officer and the OPW but also outlined concerns regarding Health and Safety implications.
Cllr Phelan asked the position regarding the next three year programme and the CIR Scheme.  T Lauhoff said the programme would be brought to the members before the next area meeting, and he outlined the current position regarding offers of the CIR Scheme.  

The next Thomastown Area meeting was agreed for Tuesday 13th November at 11.30am.  This concluded the business of the meeting.  

