Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting

       Venue:
Thomastown Area Office.

      
       Date:
Tuesday 26th June 2007, 10.45am.

Chair:


Cllr P. O’Neill.

Present:

Cllrs T Brennan, D Doyle, A Phelan and M O’Brien.

In Attendance: 
P O’Neill, Director of Services, T Lauhoff, Area Engineer,

F. O’Dwyer, Senior Engineer, F Stafford, Senior Executive Engineer, C Brett, Staff Officer

1. Deputation – Paulstown Development Association.

Cllr Brennan welcomed Ms Anne Marie O’Shea and Ms Patricia Healy.  Ms O’Shea distributed a handout on background reasons why Paulstown is a worthy candidate for consideration for a playground.  She gave an overview of this handout, detailing the huge growth in development and population in Paulstown over recent years, citing how school numbers have increased, the large attendance at the local crèche and how children attend schools outside Paulstown but reside in Paulstown.  She also spoke about various successful projects to date which have been carried out in partnership with Kilkenny County Council, e.g. tree planting, pride of place etc. Ms O’Shea stated that while the Development Association were trying to expand the range of facilities already available, integration of the existing population with new residents was becoming difficult due to the extent of development, and that provision of a playground would facilitate this and would be of benefit to all residents.
Members complimented the two representatives on the preparation and delivery of their representation.  All members declared themselves very positive towards the possible provision of a playground for Paulstown.  Philip O’Neill said it was an excellent presentation and asked if there was any land earmarked as a possible location – AM O’Shea said while there were possible location nothing had been earmarked.  Philip O’Neill explained that the elected members will now have to decide criteria for the next phase of playground provision in the county, as phase one which was to construct playgrounds in the main towns, has been completed.  He said it is the intention of Tony Walsh, director of services for Community and Enterprise, to discuss the priority scheme before the SPC, Community and Enterprise and it would then go before the full Council for decision.
Cllr T Brennan then thanked the deputation who left the meeting.
2. Minutes of previous meeting held 13th February 2007
Minutes were proposed by Cllr T Brennan, seconded by Cllr D Doyle and agreed.

3. Minutes of previous meeting held 21st March 2007 – Road Works Scheme.

Cllr O’Neill asked if any extra funding had been made available due to the impact of new Health and Safety regulations.  F O’Dwyer explained that the intention was to assess the cost implication of these regulations over a number of completed works, rather than by calculating it on one job only, as there is an initial heavy outlay for signage, speedguns, traffic counters etc.  Following questions from Cllr Doyle and other members, F O’Dwyer explained that on local primary and local secondary roads, H&S regulations on speed limits would be complied with by way of road closures, but this would not be possible for Regional roads.  Regional road speed limits for road works would be enforced by way of working on the road in two halves if the road is 6 metres wide.  Traffic lights will be in operation at night, and speed control vehicles will control traffic by day.
He also explained that work could not practically be carried out on Regional and Local Primary/Secondary roads from about September due to H&S regulations and the effect of the changing weather.  CIR and LIS works would be carried out from then – these schemes are generally on cul-de-sacs where there are very few road users and so H & S requirements are less.
Minutes were proposed by Cllr T Brennan, seconded by Cllr D Doyle and agreed.

4. Speed Limit Review
T Lauhoff presented members with the proposed speed limit review, together with accompanying maps showing the new proposed speed limit areas.  T Lauhoff went through the recommendations area by area, with all members engaging in discussion on each proposal.  T Lauhoff explained that the in cases where an extension of a 50kph speed limit is proposed, the guideline is that there should be development on both sides of the road, and for extension of a 60 kph limit, development should be on one side of the road at least.  It was noted that where proposed changes are on national routes NRA approval will be required.
Following Cllr Phelan’s request that that Wood Road be examined again, T Lauhoff said that development is spread over a long distance in this area and explained that Gardai would not recommend bringing the speed limit so far outside Graignamanagh as drivers would be disinclined to obey it and it would lessen the impact of the 50kph limit coming into town.

Cllr Doyle said the people of Inistioge are not happy with the proposals for a reduced speed limit and flashing lights at St Colmcilles NS, saying they wanted traffic calming measures introduced such as in Paulstown.  However members agreed the new measures should be introduced, and if residents were still not happy with how they were operating, it could be looked at again at that stage.
Cllrs Phelan and Doyle discussed the speed limit and current lining of the road from the Rower to The Stripe junction – T Lauhoff said the change in speed limit was recommended by local Gardai, and said he would investigate the lining of the road there also.
T Lauhoff then went through list of speed limits for schools.  D Doyle again spoke of St Colmcilles NS Inistioge as above.  When Cllr O’Neill asked about the autistic school in Goresbridge, T Lauhoff said this wasn’t part of the original school safety assessment but would be happy to assess it now, and members agreed that if T Lauhoff amended it, the report would not have to come back before the Thomastown Electoral Area meeting before going before the full Council meeting.
Following discussion by members on other schools included in the assessment, Cllr O’Brien proposed and Cllr Doyle seconded adoption of the draft Speed Limit Review Scheme.

5. Traffic Calming Measures, The Rower – item deferred.

6. Proposed Eastern By-Pass of Thomastown.

F Stafford informed members that he was going to give an overview of the proposed R700 Thomastown Relief Road Scheme prior to advertisement.

He proceeded to outline the current position, with Thomastown streets carrying substantial traffic volumes which cause significant congestion and impacts on the life of the town.  He explained the exact location of the proposed new road, saying it would be complete with a footpath on the Thomastown side of the carriageway, public lighting and relevant services.  He said this proposed road, when combined with the provision of the M9 Motorway, would result in up to 80% of through traffic being removed from the streets of Thomastown.
He said a preliminary studies have been undertaken on a number of issues, such as infrastructure, geology etc to identify constraints.

He informed members that that a number of options were considered for each section of the proposed road and preferred route was selected.  Estimated budget cost of the scheme, excluding VAT and land costs would be €12million.  He then showed members a map of the proposed road route.
Following the overview, Cllr O’Neill asked when it was proposed to advertise this route, F Stafford replied in a matter of weeks.

Cllr O’Brien asked F Stafford to compile a special report regarding Monteen, saying the proposed new by-pass would increase traffic onto the R703 into Thomastown.  Cllr Doyle said a towpath was needed.  Following a brief discussion, members thanked Frank Stafford and Frank O’Dwyer for their overview.

7. Any Other Business

Cllr Phelan enquired regarding update plans for Coppenagh, T Lauhoff replied Road Design section were still working on the design and an allocation of €100k has been allocated for the design and works of same.

Cllr O’Brien expressed concern regarding traffic difficulties experienced on the streets of Thomastown, saying Gardai should install surveillance cameras on Low Street/Pipe Street and also on the Bridge side of town.  He requested that members hold another meeting in four weeks time to discuss this.  
Members agreed to defer item 5. on the agenda and any other business, and further agreed to hold the next meeting of the Thomastown Electoral Area on Monday 16th July 2007 at 11.00am in Meeting Room 1, County Hall.

