MINUTES OF FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
HELD ON THURSDAY 25th OCTOBER, 2007 IN MEETING ROOM 2, COUNTY HALL JOHN STREET, KILKENNY.
 
Chairman:                   Cllr. Pat Millea
 
Present:                      Pat Millea, Cllr. Tom Maher, Pat Dunphy, Malcolm Noonan, Betty Manning, Denis Guilfoyle, John Burke, Martin Mullally, Denis Malone, Tony Walsh, John Dempsey and Acting Assistant Staff Officer, Livy Mulvin.
 
Apologies:                  Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Dixie Doyle, Cllr. Tomas Breathnach and Kevin Connolly.
 
Chairman Pat Millea expressed his sympathies on the death of former Mayor, Margaret Tynan.  All members wished to be associated with this vote of sympathy.
 
 
Item 1 – Minutes of Previous Meeting
 
Proposed:       Tom Maher
Seconded:       Betty Manning
 
 
Item 2 – Draft City & County Development Plan
 
Closing date for submissions was 19th October, 2007 and 265 submissions were received which have now to be collated – date for County Development Plan to be presented to Manager is 20th June, 2008.   It was agreed to hold an additional SPC meeting on 13th December, 2007 to consider the policy issues arising from the submissions being made.
 
 
Item 3 – Local Area Plans – Update
 
Consultants for the scheduled towns are now appointed – Thomastown and Graiguenamanagh are joined together and also Callan and Castlecomer.  Consultants have not been appointed for the Waterford Environs.  Cllr. Malcolm Noonan proposed that a representative from the Tipperary Institute be invited to next meeting on 13th December, 2007.
 
Item 4 – Rural Design Guidelines – Update
 
Martin Mullally presented second draft to members of the Rural Design Guide and requested any input or submissions by 8th November, 2007.
 
Discussion took place on items such as percolation testing – suitable systems, use of local materials, siting of housing between existing trees etc.
 
 
Item 5 – Draft Development Contribution Scheme
 
John Dempsey gave a presentation on the Draft Development Scheme and gave out handouts to those present and invited submission on same by 16th November, 2007.
 
Mr. Dempsey advised that he would arrange additional meetings with the Construction Industry Federation, IBEC and Chamber of Commerce to discuss scheme.
 
 
Item 6 –Gateways Initiative
 
Tony Walsh gave a talk on the Gateways Initiative – he is on a committee of 3 with an official from Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council –to make a submission by 15th November 2007.  A number of projects were discussed and it was noted with regret by members that a similar fund was not available for HUBS.
 
Item 7 – A.O.B.
 
It is hoped to get Kieran Walsh of the Tipperary Institute to speak at the next Meeting on the 13th December, 2007 to discuss the Goresbridge Integrated Area Plan.
 
 
Next Meeting: Arranged for 13th December, 2007 at 2.30.
 
 
 
 
 
