	 Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 – Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services & other policy issues held in the River Court Hotel on Thursday, 4th October 2007


Chair:   






                      Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Present:
Cllr. P. O’Neill, Cllr. M. Shortall, Cllr. C. Long, Cllr. P. Walsh, Ms. Deirdre Gough, Mr. Eamon Walsh, Mr. John Bambrick, Mr. Phil Funchion.
In attendance:           J. Mulholland, Director of Services, F. O’Dwyer, Senior 

Engineer, B. Mernagh, Senior Engineer, M. Butler, Administrative Officer.
1.   Vote of Sympathy

John Bambrick proposed a vote of sympathy to Eamon Walsh on the death of his wife.
2.   Tributes to D. Gough
      The Chairman, Cllr. P. Cuddihy informed the meeting that he had learned with

regret that Ms. D. Gough is resigning from the committee from today.  Cllr. P.

Cuddihy paid tribute to Ms. Gough for her contribution to the committee and

wished her well for the future and this was endorsed by all present. 
3.   Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of previous meeting of SPC 2 held on Thursday, 26th July, 2007 were Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Neill
Seconded by Ms. Deirdre Gough
and agreed.
4.   Matters Arising

(a)  Road Safety 
At the request of Mr. P. Funchion it was agreed to note in the minutes that at the last meeting the members expressed the need for transport companies to adhere to the rules of the road relating to road safety and to ensure that drivers employed by the transport companies are not required to work in excess of the maximum hours allowed.  
(b) Callan Traffic Management 
In reply to Mr. John Bambrick, Mr. J. Mulholland said that he would investigate with the local area engineer the situation with the temporary traffic lights in Callan.
(c) N24 Piltown Fiddown 2+2 Scheme
In reply to Cllr. P. O’Neill, Mr. J. Mulholland stated that progress is being made in relation to this scheme.
(d)  N25 – New Ross By Pass

Cllr. P. Walsh was informed by Mr. J. Mulholland that the EIS in respect of this scheme is substantially completed.

(e)  N77 – Kilkenny Ring Road Extension
The meeting was informed by Mr. J. Mulholland that progress is continuing with the completion of the Kilkenny Ring Road Extension.

5.   Road Safety Plan

Prior to the meeting a copy of the draft Road Safety Plan had been circulated to members of the committee.  Mr. J. Mulholland outlined the main features of the draft Road Safety Plan and acknowledged the assistance and contributions from a number of different organisations in compiling the plan.  The annual targets for 2007 included in the plan are as follows:

· The convening of the Road Safety Together Committee.
· The exploration of the possibility of the appointment of a full-time Road Safety Officer jointly with an adjacent local authority.
· The establishment of a Road Safety Together Fatal Incident Investigation Team.

The tasks set out to achieve the targets under the heading of Education and Awareness included the following:

· 2007 National Media Campaign

· 2007 Local Media Campaign

· Traffic Road Shows

· Full-Time Road Safety Officer

· Major Event Actions

· National Ploughing Championship 2008

· Liaise with Statutory Providers who erect roadside furniture on appropriate location and/or re-location.

The meeting also noted the statistics on road crashes contained in the report for County Kilkenny. A general discussion then followed and following this discussion it was
Proposed by Mr. John Bambrick, 
Seconded by Cllr. C. Long 
And agreed 
That the Road Safety Plan be recommended by the SPC2 for approval by the Council at their monthly meeting in October.

6.   Review of Transportation Objectives in Draft County Development Plan
An extract from the Kilkenny Draft County Development Plan was circulated prior to the meeting with the agenda.  Following a discussion on the Draft County Development Plan it was 
Proposed by Ms. D. Gough, 
Seconded by Mr. E. Walsh 
and agreed
 That the plan should make reference to the need for service areas at interchanges on the National Road Network.  
In relation to road improvement projects contained in the Draft County Development Plan it was agreed that it should be an objective of the plan that the R693 between Kilkenny and Urlingford should be re-classified as a National Secondary Route in order to improve the connectivity with the new M8/N8 at Urlingford. In addition the committee agreed that the Plan should also highlight the need for a connection with the new N9 link road between Dunbell and Kilkenny Ring Road at Hebron Road roundabout. 
The committee also discussed the development assessment criteria contained in the plan with particular reference to restrictions on direct access to the National Primary and National Secondary roads outside the 50kph speed limits within the county.  
7.   Statement of Strategy 2008-2010

An extract from the Statement of Strategy 2008-2010 issued by the Department of Transport were circulated at the meeting.  The committee acknowledged the need for reducing car dependency in the city.  It put forward the view that fiscal policies should be explored whereby tax incentives or environmental credits could be offered where new car park and ride, park and walk and town bus transport systems are introduced.  The committee requested that the Department of Transport promote Kilkenny City as a pilot programme for development in this area.

The committee also agreed that the new strategy 2008-2010 should include a new emphasis on rural accessibility with the availability of improved and flexible public transport services between smaller towns and major service centres.  In addition the committee agreed that the new strategy must seek to identify a new hierarchy of route development and investment in the Secondary Road Networks.  
WATER SERVICES INVESTMENT PROGRAMME
1.   Kilkenny City Water

Draft Preliminary Report with the Council being reviewed. Ready to go to Department in November. 
2.   Mooncoin Regional

Draft Preliminary Report with Kilkenny County Council being considered.  Water to be collected from 3 well fields at Mooncoin, Ullid and Kilmacow and delivered to 
Treatment/Storage and Distribution Systems which will supply water to area from Mooncoin to Belview including Waterford Environs.  Upgrades included.  EIS to be published in November.
3.   Purcellsinch Sewerage Scheme

Draft Preliminary Report with Kilkenny County Council and currently being studied.  EIS will be published in November.  

4.   Thomastown  Sewerage Scheme

Detailed Design being prepared.  Should be constructed and working in about 1 year.

5.   Castlecomer Sewerage Scheme

Similar to Thomastown but about 3 months behind.

6.   Gowran Sewerage Scheme
Contractor ready to start, awaiting of approval of insurances.
7.   Ballyhale Sewerage Scheme

Part 8 passed.  Consultant working on detailed design.  
8.   Freshford, Johnstown, Goresbridge Bundle

The Technical Report on Preliminary Report almost ready and should be with the DOE in about 2 weeks.

9.   Clogh/Moneenroe

Not included in this year’s water supply investment programme despite Kilkenny County Council’s request for inclusion.  Water Supply Investment Programme is a rolling programme and the fact that it is not included does not mean that it cannot be considered before 2009.  
10. Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme
Tenders received.  Detailed figures submitted to the Department of Environment.  Awaiting their approval of budget.
      A.O.B.

     Ballyline Cross 

     Mr. J. Bambrick requested that the Council investigate the possibility of a 
     providing  a roundabout at Ballyline Cross and it was agreed to have this matter 
     investigated.  
Next Meeting 
It was agreed that a meeting would be held early in December.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

_____________________________




                        _______________________ 

CATHAOIRLEACH



                                                DATE 
Report on Strategic Policy Committee 2 – Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services & other policy issues held in the River Court Hotel on Thursday, 4th October 2007

The main issues addressed during the course of the meeting were as follows:

1.


  Road Safety Plan

The committee discussed the main proposals contained in the Draft Road Safety Plan.

The annual targets for 2007 included in the plan area as follows: 

· The convening of the Road Safety Together Committee.

· The exploration of the establishment of a Road Safety Together Fatal Incident Investigation Team.
· The establishment of a Road Safety Officer
The committee agreed that the Draft Road Safety Plan be recommended by the SPC2 for approval by the Council.

2.  Review of Transportation Objectives in Draft County Development Plan
The meeting recommended that the following be included in the Draft Development Plan:

1.
The provision of service areas at interchange areas on the National Road Network.

2.   The re-classification of the R693, Kilkenny to Urlingford Road to a National 

Secondary Route to improve the connectivity with the new M8/N8 at Urlingford.

3. The need for a connection with the new N9 link road between Dunbell and   

    Kilkenny Ring Road at Hebron Road roundabout
3.  Statement of Strategy 2008-2010

The Committee considered the Statement of Strategy 2008-2010 issued by the Department of Transport. The need for reducing car dependency in the city was discussed. It was the view of the meeting that fiscal policies should be explored whereby tax incentives or environmental credits could be offered where new car park and ride, park and walk and town bus transport systems are introduced. It was requested that the Department of Transport promote Kilkenny City as a pilot programme for development in this area. The committee agreed that that the new strategy must seek to identify a new hierarchy of route development and investment in the Secondary Road Networks.  

· Kilkenny City Water - Draft Preliminary with Kilkenny County Council under review.

· Mooncoin Regional Water Supply - Preliminary Report with Kilkenny County Council being considered.  

· Purcellsinch – Draft Preliminary Report with Kilkenny County Council being studied .EIS will be published in November.
· Thomastown Sewerage Scheme – Detailed design being prepared.

· Castlecomer Sewerage Scheme – Detailed design being prepared.

· Gowran Sewerage Scheme – Contractor ready to start and awaiting approval of insurances.

· Ballyhale Sewerage Scheme – Part 8 passed.

· Freshford, Johnstown, Goresbridge Bundle – Technical Report on Preliminary Report almost ready.

· Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme – Tenders received.
_______________________

P. Cuddihy

Chairperson
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