Minute of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, 
Fire Services and Emergency Planning 
held on Friday, 9th February, 2007 at 12.00 noon in 

The Family Resource Centre, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
 
  
In the chair:                Cllr. John Brennan.

In attendance:           Cllrs. Malcom Noonan, Matt Doran, Maurice Shortall. 

Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Ms. Trish Finnegan & Mr. Michael Rice.

 
Also Present:             Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Simon Walton

Senior Engineer, Carol McCarthy, Senior Executive Engineer, Lynda Madden, Senior Staff Officer.
 
Apologies:

Cllr Catherine Phelan.
 
At the outset Cllr. John Brennan, Chairperson welcomed all present to the meeting and thanked The Family Resource Centre for their hospitality.

Item 1

Minute of SPC3 Meeting held on 15th November, 2006
Proposed by Cllr. Matt Doran and seconded by Mr. Michael Rice and agreed:- 
“that the minute of the SPC3 held on the 15th November, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
Item 2

 Refuse Collection
Three Bin System

Carol McCarthy, SEE, referred to the Government Policy Document “Biowaste Strategy 2006” which sets out targets for diversion of waste from landfill.

With regard to the three bin system the following were the main points noted:-

· The system has been rolled out for the public collection services in both Waterford City & County.  To be rolled out in the south east region (in areas of population greater than 1,000) by the end of 2008 early 2009 as per the South East Region Waste Management Plan.

· Positive feedback from Waterford City & Councils. Key is pricing structure & that waste be presented in bins not bags.

· Education and awareness will be of vital importance in introducing the system.

Annual Meeting with Contractors
· Three bin system & extension of certain routes to be discussed at next meeting with private collectors.

· A letter to be issued to the members prior to the meeting requesting any items they wish to have raised with the collectors.
Item 3

Green Schools 

The Green Schools Programme is an international programme and administered in Ireland by An Taisce.  There are four different categories with seven steps to achieve an award.  In County Kilkenny fifty one schools are participating, seventeen schools have to date been awarded with the green flag in the county with a requirement to have the award renewed every two years.  The aim going forward is to encourage greater participation by secondary schools.  Olga Doyle, Education & Awareness Officer to issue an overview of the green schools to the SPC3 members.
Item 4 

Adopt a Bottle Bank Scheme
As per the Waste Management Plan there are proposals for two civic amenity sites in the County i.e. Dunmore & Granny.  Due to the large amount of littering at these sites and the lack of resources to maintain same the Environment Section relies on the Area Offices for clean ups.  
This scheme was introduced last year to encourage communities to take responsibility for the sites and to date four/five communities are registered with the scheme.
Proposed by Cllr. Brennan and seconded by Cllr. Noonan 

“that sensor lights be installed to discourage people from dumping”.
It was agreed that Carol McCarthy, SEE discuss the matter with the ESB.

Item 5 

Signage Policy
It was noted that the existing temporary signage policy is working extremely well particularly with commercial advertising.  With regard to mobile signage/advertising legal action will be taken via the planning legislation. The NRA policy regarding signage on national roads is that any unlicensed signage be removed.
Item 6

Update on River Basin Plan

· New Regional Laboratory
The purpose of the River Basin Plan which was introduced in 2000 is to achieve good water status by 2015.  Funding was received in 2001 and the co-ordinator appointed in 2002.   Carlow is the lead authority with thirteen local authorities in the catchment area with a spend of €11.5m. To date there has been a lot of consultation and engagement with the public and the appointment of the consultants has been extended to 2008.  There will however be issues regarding the handing over of the project and to what extent each local authority will then be required to become involved.  The process of this hand over is currently being examined.   It was noted that the co-ordinator will be available to make a presentation to the next SPC3 meeting which is due to be held on the 9th May, 2007 in the new state of the art regional laboratory and training centre, recently opened at Cedar Lodge.
Item 7

Areas for discussion @ SPC3 Meetings 2007
· Overview of Waste Management Plan for next meeting.

· Role of Environment Section in the Planning Process.
· Report on sewage & waste water treatment plants & investment regarding

 upgrade of plants.

· Presentation from Heritage Officer on the Biodiversity Data Centre – WIT.

Item 8

Any other business
· Farm Plastics – further letter to be issued to the DEHLG to have Kilkenny 
included in the next phase of the scheme.

·       Outwintering pads/unlined lagoons, is planning permission required?
· Submission for the provision of Fire Service in Ballyragget, received by Philip 

O’Neill, Director of Services at the SPC3 Meeting to be handed to John 

Mulholland, Director of Services Roads & Emergency Planning & Corporate 
Callan Electoral Area.

·          Update from Fire Service re call out unit.
This concluded the business of the meeting.  Next SPC3 Meeting to be held on the 9th May, 2007 in the new Regional Laboratory, Cedar Lodge, Kilkenny.
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