Minute of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, 
Fire Services and Emergency Planning 
held on Wednesday, 9th May, 2007 at 3.00 pm in 
The EPA Conference Room, Seville House, Callan Road, Co. Kilkenny

   
In the chair:                Cllr. John Brennan.
 

In attendance:           Cllrs. Malcom Noonan, Matt Doran, Maurice Shortall. 
Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Ms. Trish Finnegan & Mr. Michael Rice.
 
Also Present:             Simon Walton Senior Engineer, Carol McCarthy, 
Senior  Executive Engineer, Lynda Madden, Senior Staff 
Officer, Olga Doyle, Education & Awareness Officer.
 
Apologies:                  Cllr Catherine Phelan.
                                    Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Water Services & 
Environment.
 
At the outset Cllr. John Brennan, Chairperson welcomed all present to the meeting and, complimented the EPA on their new facility, and also welcomed Mr. Brendan O’Brien & Ms. Karen Roche from the S.E.R.B.D.
 

Ms. Karen Roche delivered a detailed presentation on the update of South East River Basin District Plan outlining the background, timeframes, management issues, water issues and details of the SWMI Report which will be published on 22nd June 2007.  A full discussion was held and the following were the main points discussed:-

· Simon Walton, Senior Engineer, asked with regard to “good status” in each region and what does that mean for the South East Region?  Mr. O’Brien, SERBD advised that the EPA will be setting standards, however, not yet known. 

· Mr. Walton also asked in relation to monitoring, how the system will be monitored post adoption of the Plan?  Mr. O’Brien further advised that local authorities will have responsibility however, nothing definite has been agreed with regard to funding.  It was noted that monitoring will have to happen at catchment level. 

 

Councillor John Brennan, Chairperson thanked Ms. Roche for her presentation.

 

Item 1             Minute of SPC3 Meeting held on 9th February, 2007
Proposed by Cllr. Matt Doran and seconded by Cllr. Maurice Shortall and agreed:- 
“that the minute of the SPC3 held on the 9th February, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Item 2             Report from Fire Service on Call Out Centre
Item deferred to next meeting.
 

Item 3             Draft Tyre Regulations
Simon Walton, SE, advised that the DEHLG has circulated Draft Waste Management (Tyres & Waste Tyres) Regulations, 2007.  The draft regulations are designed to promote the environmentally sound management of waste tyres and track the movement of waste tyres from the time they are discarded to the point where they are either reused or processed for recycling and/or recovery.  The Regulations will impose reporting obligations on anyone who supplies tyres to the Irish market and provides for the enforcement of the regulations by local authorities.  It is expected that the Regulations will be in force from the 1st September, 2007.
 
Item 4             Green Schools
Olga Doyle, Education & Awareness Officer gave an update on the Green Schools in County Kilkenny. To date twenty schools in the county have been awarded green flags, 3 secondary and 17 primary schools.  
 
Item 5             Waste Issues
1.                  Update on Waste Management Plan
Pre-qualification documentation for the PPP tendering process is undergoing revision relating mainly to the procurement process to be followed.  This process is for use in the awarding of complex contracts where there is a need for the contracting authority to discuss all aspects of the contracting process with candidates. 
The Annual Implementation Report will be submitted to the Department once they have finalised the format required.
2.                  Licensing of historically unregulated disposal sites.
The EU Waste Framework Directive has been in place since 1977 however, only fully transposed into Irish Law since the adoption of the Waste Management Act, 1996.  The Irish State is now required to undertake an Environmental Risk Assessment on landfill sites operating in the period 1977 to 1997 which were compliant with national legislation but contrary to European Law in that period and also for illegal landfill sites in operation in the period since 1997.  The EPA has developed a Code of Practice for undertaking environmental risk assessments on such sites.  Kilkenny County Council have commenced the identification process and will then carry out a risk screening exercise to determine the level of risk associated with any sites identified.
 
3.                  Good Code of Practice for Private Well Owners & Septic Tank 
Owners.
Simon Walton, SE advised that it is proposed to produce a leaflet on good management practices for septic tank owners and asked if the SPC3 Committee would have an interest in producing a draft leaflet. The leaflet is to be based on a similar one produced by the South East Regional Zoonoses Committee “How Well is your Water” which provides advice for private well owners. It was agreed that the leaflet be discussed in draft format for the next meeting.  
 
Cllr Brennan, Chairperson requested that a letter be issued to the Department requesting that grant aid for group sewerage schemes be at the same level as group water schemes.  It was also requested that the process of awarding under these schemes be fast-tracked in the future.
 
4.         Farm Plastics
The DoEHLG have advised that Kilkenny County Council has been approved for inclusion in the next phase of the Farm Film Plastic Collection Scheme.  Five collection points in Kilkenny have been arranged starting on the 11th May and finishing on the 26th May. A media campaign has been carried out advertising the collection scheme.
 
Item 6             Launch of National Leaflet – How to Make an Environmental 
Complaint
The Environmental Enforcement Network (EEN) set up by the EPA in 2004 has developed a National Leaflet for the public on How to Make an Environmental Complaint. The initiative is part of the National Environmental Complaints Procedure.  Draft copies of the leaflet were circulated at the meeting, some minor amendments to be made to the contact detail contained in the leaflet and once finalised will be widely circulated around the county.
 
 
Item 7             Part VIII Proposals
Simon Walton, SE advised of the following schemes which require public consultation via the Part 8 planning process:-
1.                  Playground facilities at Newpark and Graiguenamanagh – public consultation 
concludes 22nd June 2007.
2.                  Civic Amenity Site, Granny, Waterford Environs – site identified and 
acquisition details nearing completion.  Consulting Engineers to be appointed 
by end of May, expected that Part 8 proposal will be on public display before 
end of July, 2007.
3.                  River Nore Linear Park – land acquisition negotiations are continuing. On 
completion, tenders for works can issue.
To facilitate further upgrading/renewal works along Canal Walk, a joint Part 
VIII development proposal between Kilkenny County Council & Kilkenny 
Borough Council is expected to be put on public display by the end of June 
2007.    This proposal shall detail works along Canal Walk to Ossory Bridge.
The Borough Council will shortly commence upgrading works on the section between Canal Square and the pedestrian entrance to the castle.
 
 
 
 
Item 8             Items for next SPC3 Agenda
· Pilot community composting scheme. 

· Local Climate Action Plan (bringing Kyoto principals to county level) 

· Fire Service – Call out Centre 

· Report on refuse collections (update on progress for areas not being serviced) 

 
 
Item 9             Any other business
Councillor Maurice Shortall complimented Olga Doyle on the recent Puppet Show on recycling held in Castlecomer which will be delivered to a total of twelve schools around the county.  All present extended their compliments.
 
Carlow/Kilkenny Energy Agency will be holding a meeting at the House of Tomorrow in Mooncoin.  All members invited to the tour, tentative date of 19th July, 2007 to be confirmed.
 
Issue regarding burning was raised and it was advised that burning not approved by Kilkenny County Council and that such activity is in contravention of both the Waste Management Act & the Air Pollution Act.
 
Update on food macerator bye laws & GGBS Cement request for next meeting.
 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting.  Next SPC3 Meeting to be held on the 7th September, 2007 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, Kilkenny at 3pm.
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

