Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held in Workhouse, Callan on 13th February, 2008.

Present:

Cllr Tom Maher, Cllr Matt Doran, Cllr William Ireland. 

In Attendance: 
J Mulholland DOS, S Foley A/SEE., M. Purcell, A/S.O.


Cllr. Tom Maher opened the meeting by welcoming Maria Purcell to the Callan Area.  They also wished to pass on their best wishes to Martina Comerford and thanked her for her work in Callan.

(2).
Minutes. Cllr. Matt Doran proposed minutes of meeting of 22/11/07

Seconded by Cllr. William Ireland.

(3)
Matters arising from Minutes. 

· Green Street:

A discussion took place on the proposed development of Green Street. 

Chairman stated that it was imperative that something is done with the area. John Mulholland stated that this is likely to be their last opportunity to avail of substantial money from development contributions and that in considering works for RWS 2008 it may be more appropriate to pick 3/4/5 major schemes than to spread money out with a substantial portion to be assigned to Green Street. A phased implementation of the Green Street Plan would be the most desirable to see some tangible results. John Mulholland will be advising what monies from development contributions will be available in 2008 and the decision will then need to be made by the members what to include in RWS 2008.

The chairman stated that Gardai were in favour of the development of Green Street proceeding to assist them in the exercising of their statutory duties. 

If it is decided to go ahead this year consultation needs to take place with statutory bodies, communicate with property owners etc. Seamus advised that the nature of the works and resources available would mean this would have to go out to contract to proceed. The chairman agreed this was the most appropriate method.

Matt Doran expressed concern that if Green Street is developed with the majority of development monies there would be a significant knock on loss to improvements in the other towns/villages. He indicated he would like to see if a comparison could be produced.

(4)
Road Grants 2008:

Non-National Roads grants will be announced on Friday, 15th February.  The funding allocation will then be formulated into the draft RWS 2008 for the consideration of the members so that the RWS could be brought before full Council Meeting in March.

Issues in Relation to Road Grants:
John Mulholland stated that the general condition of non-national roads has improved. Attention must turn to road drainage. It was stated that there is an increased tendency of some landowners not to tend to their drainage with consequent knock on effects.

Matt Doran stated that he spoke about flooding at previous meeting and requested that extra money be put into Flood Relief.  He was disappointed that no money was put into Flood Relief.

In response to query from William Ireland about special funding for Ploughing Championship, John Mulholland stated that the Council are precluded from giving money or setting aside specifically such money to support private enterprise.

(5).
Road Works Scheme – 2007 – Brief Review:

Seamus Foley gave a brief overview of works completed and those which were not completed in 2007. The following were special works that it was not possible to complete in 2007 for both resource and budgetary reasons. Both will be included in draft RWS 2008.

· Chip Dump, Rogerstown.

· Hill Road, Housing Estate, Kilmoganny – LS 5089.

Development  Monies:

Seamus advised he found it very difficult to complete these in 2007 as a result of non-monetary resource constraints. There was some progress –Works were undertaken in Stoneyford, Kilmoganny and the works on Mill Street will start in March.  The majority of the work undertaken to date related to footpaths.  Seamus stated that with the crews that we have it is hard to do all footpaths and he proposed to send it out to contract.  For example the footpath on the Road from the By-Pass to Kilbride – work will be done by half our crew and half contract.  Seamus felt this would be the best option and the members agreed to ensure work is completed this is the way to go.

Dunnamaggin:

Cllr. Doran asked when footpath at Dunammagin would be completed.  Seamus informed him that it will be sub-contracted out.  


Graveyard in Danesfort:

Cllr. William Ireland asked when will drainage work be completed.  He mentioned that feedback from work done was very good.  Seamus indicated that he will put the additional small area of work into draft special works programme to be considered by the members.


Footpath in Windgap from Village to School:

Cllr. Doran mentioned footpath in Windgap from Village to School.  He said that there was no footpath joining lower half from Village to School.  Five more houses being built there also.  Drainage is apparently still not sorted out. He asked that this be attended to, to allow the path to be constructed.  

Tom Maher enquired about two small footpaths in Callan. One on Chapel Lane and the other on Lower Green Lane. He indicated he had the Manager out looking at the Area. Seamus indicated that he would prefer to do something on poor paths in Mill Street but will consider their inclusion in the draft RWS for consideration by the members.

Cllr. Tom Maher enquired about money for Public Lighting.  John Mulholland asked Seamus to consider thoughts for lights at Tullahought and how it could be funded.

Cllr. Ireland enquired about possibility of putting lights at bottom of Bennettsbridge Hill – there is no lights from Mill to Bridge.  John Mulholland asked Seamus to examine this area with Tony Lauhoff, Area Engineer, Thomastown and develop an agreed solution.

(6).
Hoban Library:

John Mulholland stated that we should do something to mark the achievements of James Hoban. There is nothing at present.  Options for the members should consider to promote the achievements of people in the past could include a Wall in County Hall, Library and in Callan.  He requested members to give some thought into it. Cllr. Matt Doran suggested that he recollected that there were proposals to put up a Memorial at some time.  

Cllr. Tom Maher asked if an Official Opening could be arranged for the New Yard now that it is open with excellent facilities.

Cllr. Doran asked if something similar could be done about Kilmoganny Depot.

(7)
Proposed Extinguishment of Right-of-Way- Edmund Joyce, Courtstown, Tullaroan.

Proposed by Cllr. William Ireland, seconded by Cllr. Matt Doran.

(8)
Proposed Extinguishment of Right-of-Way – Tom Cody, Kilbraghan, Kilmanagh.


Proposed by Cllr. William Ireland, seconded by Cllr. Matt Doran.

(9)
Any Other Business.

Cllr. Matt Doran asked if By-Pass could be marked by a name example “Kings River?”. Seamus Foley informed him that it can be arranged.

Cllr. Doran stated that he had a number of concerns from people who travel and use roads close to where the motorway is under construction. Road has deteriorated. He hoped that when motorway is completed that road will be returned to good standard.  Cllr. Matt Doran mentioned – Newmarket & Ballygearda.

Newmarket will see increased traffic flow.  Something needs to be done at Junction.

Matt Doran asked if it was expensive to set up a traffic count? Seamus stated it was not and that each Area now has the necessary equipment.

Cllr. Matt Doran asked if traffic count could be carried out at Newmarket coming from Mullinavat to Knocktopher?

Cllr. Maher mentioned that he was part of a delegation that had spoken to N.R.A. regarding a number of locations. One of which included the Ballybodan Road to restore and put in passing bays.  They agreed to do so. In addition they should make funding available for Stoneyford, Mullinavat, Ballyhale, Knocktopher & Thomastown to upgrade footpaths and do traffic calming.  He said the NRA advised that the plans should be prepared for traffic calming and that when motorways are open provided the plans are made funding will be available to do these projects.

Seamus stated that signs are being put up in Ballyline and new signage, lining etc on the approaches. 

Cllr. William Ireland was informed that next Stage of the Motorway has started.

Cllr. Tom Maher asked if something could be done about bad turn out past Monastery, Westcourt.  Three cars went over ditch recently.  There are warning signs up but it benefit from chevron signage. Seamus agreed to the provision of the signage.

Cllr. Tom Maher asked if money could be put in to clean right hand side of Bridge at Kings River.  Brian Forde who did work on bridge previously stated that if he cleaned out river it would alleviate flooding in Bridge Street. Cllr. Maher enquired that if we have funds he said that permission could be got from landowners.  Seamus Foley stated that the Fisheries Board have strict rules.  Seamus to look at matter to find out what works were carried out before by Brian Forde and whether similar works can be undertaken.

(10)
It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Friday, 29th February, 2008 at 3.30 p.m. with one item on Agenda – to deal with Roadworks Scheme 2008.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

