Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
8th February, 2008 at 2.30pm
Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling

Present:
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Breathnach, P. Walsh and C. Phelan.
In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, D. Malone, Planning, Catriona Reilly, Planning, B. Mernagh, Water Services, D. Lawlor, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Outset

Cllr. Dick Dowling welcomed Tony Walsh, Director of Services, to the meeting, his first as Director for the Piltown Area.  Cllr. Dowling also thanked John Dempsey, Head of Finance, for his input and commitment to the Area over the past year.
T. Walsh thanked Cllr. Dowling and stated that he looked forward to working closely with all the Members in the Area.
Minutes of previous meeting held 16th November, 2007

Minutes were proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and agreed.

Presentation from BDP Consultants – Kilmacow Local Area Plan

Denis Malone, Senior Planner, advised the Members that BDP Consultants had been appointed to prepare the Kilmacow Local Area Plan and introduced Ms. Helen Harrison, Ms. Orlaith Kirk and Ms. Lucy Corscadden, who were in attendance to make a presentation to the members.  Also present was Catriona Reilly, Executive Planner, Kilkenny County Council.

Ms. Harrison outlined in general the process and the key stages of preparing the Plan.  Ms. Orlaith Kirk outlined the statutory requirements surrounding preparation of the Plan and stated that the first public consultation meeting would take place on or around the 6th March.  She stated that BDP would welcome input from the Members and general public on issues including protected structures, the history of the area, the strengths and weaknesses of Kilmacow and the relationship between the Upper and Lower village.  She advised that the public meetings would be as widely advertised as possible in order to encourage maximum participation by the public.  
Ms. Kirk advised that following the consultation process, a Draft Plan would be prepared and it was hoped that this would be available for public display by late April, 2008.

Cllr. Breathnach advised that there was a local Development Group in operation in Kilmacow, which had been set up 17 years ago and whose focus is the development of Kilmacow.  He stated that there were also 35 to 40 active clubs in the area and every effort should be made to bring them all on board.  He went on to say that local area plans tend to be primarily about land use and zoning, but that this plan should also be about maintaining a cohesive community and enhancing the area.  Following further discussion and contributions from the members, Cllr. Dowling thanked BDP Consultants for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Waterford Main Drainage, Phase 2 – Contract 4 Belview Sewerage Scheme

Cllr. Dowling welcomed officials from Waterford City Council, who were in attendance to make a presentation on the Waterford Main Drainage Scheme, Phase 2, in particular Contract 4 Belview Sewerage Scheme.  Members of the group were Mr. John Nolan, Senior Executive Engineer, Mr. Mike Thorne, Senior Resident Engineer and Mr. Paul Tooher, Senior Resident Engineer.

John Nolan addressed the meeting, outlining the overall Scheme to the members.  He stated that Phase 1 of the Scheme began in the early 1990’s and was completed in 2000.  He advised that Phase 2 was four years into construction at this stage, with works on Contract 4 due to commence on 11th February, which was entirely within County Kilkenny.  He stated that these works would take approximately 6 months to complete and it was hoped that the Belview Waste Water Treatment Plant would be fully operational by early 2009.  Five pumping stations and the Waste Water Treatment Plant would all be located within the Kilkenny Area, and while Kilkenny County Council would operate these pumping stations, Waterford City Council would maintain control of and would have responsibility for the overall operation and maintenance of the Scheme.   Consultations between Kilkenny County Council and Waterford City Council were ongoing in this regard.
J. Nolan advised that when complete, the Scheme would cater for a number of houses in the Belview area and it was planned to make direct contact with householders and to hold a public meeting to advise them on gaining access to the Scheme.
He also advised the meeting of difficulties experienced during works at Rocklands, which would necessitate a full road closure to progress works there, but in order to minimize disruption, it was proposed to close the road for a 2 week period with works continuing 24 hours.  But prior to any closure, plenty of advance notice would be given to residents and the general public.  Following an enquiry from Cllr. Breathnach, it was agreed that options would be looked at in relation to access for local workers and pedestrians during the proposed road closure.
Cllr. Dowling asked if it was feasible to extend the Scheme to cater for a number of houses situated further out from Belview pumping station No. 1.  B. Mernagh advised that this would not be possible and that a Group Scheme could be an option.  He agreed that, if they wished, a meeting could be arranged with the residents concerned to advise them in this regard.
Cllr. Dowling thanked the Waterford City Council officials for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Deputation Received
· Residents of Glen Crescent, Mullinavat
Cllr. Dowling welcomed the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were Kathleen Slattery, Ned Delahunty and Seamus Anderson.
Kathleen Slattery addressed the meeting and stated that the main reason for their attendance was to discuss the issue of flooding at some of their properties in Glen Crescent.  She advised that when the stream running behind their homes breaks its banks, their gardens and homes are subject to bad flooding.  She stated that flooding occurred on three occasions last year alone.  She referred to representations which had been made on their behalf by Deputy Bobby Aylward in 2006 and circulated correspondence she had received from him, which referred to the construction of a wall to the rear of their premises.  She enquired to know what the position was in this regard.
Cllr. Pat Walsh advised that he had recently visited the site with Denis Lawlor, Area Engineer and it appears the problem has worsened in recent times as a result of construction on the new road, with larger volumes of water now draining into the stream.
Cllr. Phelan stated that this problem was causing unnecessary distress to the residents there and hoped that the issue could be solved.  She asked who owned the land to the rear of the houses at Glen Crescent.

D. Lawlor advised that it was not clear who owned the land and clarification would be sought with regard to who had responsibility for this issue, whether it was with the OPW or with the Local Authority.  Following further discussion, it was agreed that D. Lawlor would look into the matter and report back to the residents and members on responsibility and options available to deal with the issue.

Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Items Requested by Members.
Cllr. Dunphy requested that reports on items raised would be sent to the members prior to the meeting to allow time to go through them in detail.

Reports as distributed were noted, with some discussion taking place on items as follows:-

Cllr. Pat Dunphy

Item 4 – Cllr. Dunphy stated that this issue had been reported to the Area Office previously.  D. Lawlor agreed to look at the issue again.
Item 6 – Cllr. Dunphy asked that the matter be looked at again – D. Lawlor agreed.
Item 8 – Cllr. Dunphy stated that this was a very dangerous situation for the resident concerned and felt that the Council had a responsibility to rectify the matter.  D. Lawlor advised that this was a civil matter and that the Council were powerless to act on this matter.

Item 9 – Cllr. Dunphy felt that the incline from Morris’s lane at Polerone onto the main road was too steep, which made it very dangerous for them when exiting.  D. Lawlor agreed to have this considered under the programme of works.

Cllr. Tomas Breathnach

Item 2 – Cllr. Breathnach felt that the Newrath Depot was an unsuitable location to operate the recycling service, which seemed to cause great difficulties for users of the facility and passing traffic also.  He proposed that a letter be issued to the Director of Services, Environment, to have the plan for the provision of a civic amenity site in South Kilkenny progressed as expeditiously as possible.  Following discussion on the matter, it was agreed that the Motion would be put forward in the names of all the Piltown Members for consideration at the full Council Meeting.

Any Other Business

Cllr. Phelan
· stated that Ascon appeared to be using roads, other than those prescribed, during construction of the new road.  D. Lawlor asked Cllr. Phelan to advise him of such roads and he would contact Ascon in this regard.
Cllr. Dowling
· asked if something could be done to keep the footpaths on the Newrath road and the footpath going into town, clear of leaves and debris as they were dangerous for pedestrians.
D. Lawlor stated that remedial works would be undertaken at the top of the Newrath Road in the coming months.
· mentioned two serious accidents which occurred on the N25 last year at the junction with the Thomastown Road.  He asked that this junction be looked at and perhaps brought to the attention of the NRA, with a view to improving safety for road users.
· asked that signage at the roundabout at Newrath be improved.

Cllr. Long
· thanked the Area Engineer for arranging to erect a barrier at the Tunnel at Fiddown.

· raised the issue of high levels of lime in the water at Mooncoin, as she had received numerous complaints from residents  who experienced problems with boilers, kettles etc.
· asked what the current position was with regard to reinstating the bottle banks at Mooncoin.  Cllr. Dunphy stated that this matter was close to a resolution.

· asked what the position was with regard to the Ballinearla Road, which had been on the previous road works programme but had been postponed due to upcoming works on the Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme.  However, she stated that this particular section of road would not be affected by these works and asked that it be considered under the next programme.
· Asked if the County Council could arrange hedge cutting on the Ballinearla Road at Cody’s , as numerous efforts to get the owner concerned to cut them have failed.
Cllr. Dunphy
· asked for an update on the public lighting programme.
D. Lawlor advised that he had been in touch with the ESB on numerous occasions and was informed that, while some work had commenced, there was an issue regarding wayleaves.  It was agreed that if works did not progress satisfactorily, then an explanation would be sought from the ESB.
Cllr. Walsh
· advised of two derelict buildings at Glenmore – the old Garda Barracks and the Health Centre.  While he had received a response from the OPW in relation to the Garda Barracks, no response was received from the HSE.  He asked that a letter be issued to them on the matter – this was agreed.

Next Meeting

The next Piltown Electoral Area Meeting, which was due to take place on Friday, 14th March, was rescheduled for Thursday, 13th March at 4.30pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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