Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held in Workhouse, Callan on 23rd July, 2008 at 9.30 a.m..

Present:

Cllr Tom Maher, Cllr Matt Doran, Cllr William Ireland. 

In attendance:
Michael Delahunty, A/DOS, S Foley A/SEE., Maria Purcell.

Deputation:
Thomas Power & Denis Doyle, Newmarket/Hugginstown VDS Project.
AGENDA: 

1.
Minutes. Billy Ireland proposed minutes of meeting of 15/05/08

 Matt Doran seconded.

2.  
Matters Arising from Minutes:
William Ireland asked for up-date on Bennettsbridge Lighting.  Seamus is liaising with Tony Lauhoff, Engineer, Thomastown on this matter. Costings are still awaited for ESB.
Progress on Green Street:  
In reply to Cllr. Tom Maher Seamus Foley outlined progress to date.  Plan will come back from Roadplan Consulting within week. Road Design will review same and amend as required. This plan will be brought to the attention of the Business Group in town for their views and any amendments made following that meeting. The project will then be put out to formal tender. The project is on schedule to commence in September 2008.
Michael Delahunty asked if there was provision for Bus Shelters.  This is the ideal time to put in bus shelters if feasible given that CIE are rolling out a programme of bus shelters nationally and provision for bus stops is made in Green Street. He indicated that bus shelters are being discussed at the S.P.C. meeting. Kavanaghs and Bus Eireann have been invited to attend next S.P.C. 2 meeting.
Barnascoub Road: Matt Doran expressed his concern about  this location.  He stated that there was a crash at this location last Thursday. Seamus informed Cllr. Doran that he spoke to Eoin Shine, Road Design about possible improvements at this junction. Seamus was of the view that a fundamental re-design of the junction was what was required and had undertaken a speed survey over seven/eight days and had supplied this data to road design to facilitate any subsequent design. Judging on sightline requirements the desired sightlines should  be 145 m visibility each side for this a regional road. Cllr. Matt Doran stated that he is getting a lot of complaints about this road – gets a call once a week.  Cllr. Tom Maher also agreed that there have been a few close accidents.
Kings River: Tom Maher asked if there was any progress on funds to clean up the river. He was informed that there was not at this time. Cllr. Maher stated that Kings River would be very easy to clean out. He also spoke about silt built up at Abbey Meadow between Cloneen lane and Friary Bridge. The future Flood Assessment in Callan may inform what works are required.
Bridge Street:
In reply to query from Cllr. Matt Doran, Seamus Foley stated that no survey has been done on Bridge Street yet as the builder is still working there.  E.S.B. has finished their work at last and the footpath should be restored within a few weeks. There is a document on Road Safety being prepared at present looking at what traffic calming measures are appropriate in various situations. This will inform as to the best way forward for Bridge Street.
Cllr. Tom Maher brought up work being done on footpaths by O’Sheas on Kilkenny Road near Convent and stressed that it was progressing slowly.  Michael Delahunty informed meeting that Convent roundabout will be surfaced this weekend. O’Sheas will be on their annual holidays over the following two weeks. When O’Sheas return Kilkenny Block will do overlay and road marking. Completion date will be late August.  The requirement to be complete before the schools are back in September has been stressed to the contractors. It was stated that residents complained recently about locations of islands.  Michael Delahunty stated that works went through a public process already. Tom Maher was informed that as far as Seamus was aware there will be no dividing rail put on centre of road like is on Piltown By-Pass. 

William Ireland enquired about Dowling’s Lane, Lawcus, Stoneyford.

Seamus informed him that Lutterell’s lane is next on the CIR list. Seamus has written to Luttrell’s and is waiting on confirmation from Lutterell’s as to what works they require. This will determine if funding may be available to complete Dowlings Lane, Lawcus, Stoneyford in 2008. 
William Ireland spoke of state of road – Reddy’s lane, Farmleigh opposite where ploughing match will be held. Seamus was not aware if this road was in for the C.I.R scheme. Seamus Foley agreed to talk to Dick Gleeson, Overseer and determine if maintenance was required.
Matt Doran enquired about Mylerstown Lane.  Another house has got permission.  Seamus Foley advised that this laneway is being subject to severe pressure due to the volume of houses being built and questioned if it is capable of any more houses. Seamus was of the view that those residents on the laneway should make an application for the CIR scheme. Other than that the only option was through a subsequent Three Year Plan. The present one runs from 2008-2010. 

Ennisnag Lane – Following a query regarding this laneway Seamus advised that the part of this road that is in good condition is a public road. The remainder is in private ownership and an application for this section has been made under the LIS scheme.
3.
Review of Electoral Areas:
Michael Delahunty stated that at this stage the Committee report is produced and has been accepted by the Minister, the boundaries are drawn up  and that Regulations and Circulars will follow.

The Council now have to examine, discuss  and decide on issues such as roads and other services/implications.
He indicated that Callan will get an extra seat and also the following areas - Grange and Outrath.  The Administrative Area of Callan will be extended.  Thomastown will lose a seat. We may also be looking at changing Planning Areas. There may be some minor staff arrangements. There might be a need also to prepare a revised Polling Scheme.  Discussion took place on appropriate location of a voting station for the Outrath area.
Cllr. Matt Doran stated that at last Referendum people from Tuitestown were sent to Hugginstown.  Public did not know about these change. Boundaries need to be looked at.  

4: 
Roadworks Scheme 2008 – Brief Update:
Seamus gave a brief up-date on work completed to date or when it was proposed they would be completed under the various headings.
Any Other Business:
Mill Street: Seamus outlined that some funding was still available from the funds allocated to Mill Street and Seamus proposed to do some footpath works further to the east on Mill Street out of these funds. 
Tom Maher asked if footpaths could be linked between new development in Mrs. Hearnes field and Bolton? Tom Maher also mentioned two locations at Chapel Lane and one end of Mellows Park. Seamus advised that it would depend on money being available which from Mill Street surplus was unlikely in addition to the work above but in context of future RWS could be considered.
It was indicated that there are no proposals for works, at this time on footpaths in Kells on the Kilmoganny Rd or for works in the village on the Haggard Rd.. 
Ballyclovan Cross:
Cllr. Doran asked about possibility of four cross stop? He stated that it is dangerous to cross.  Seamus stated that this Cross was improved by signage/solar sign and that up to €30,000 spent on low cost accident improvements.  At a four stop cross everybody stops. Seamus stated that he does not know of one of these in Ireland. There are no proposals at this time for further improvements.
Ennisnag to Stoneyford Village:
Cllr. Doran asked about Ennisnag to Stoneyford footpath. Seamus advised him that no funding was forthcoming for this work but requests could be made to the NRA to link with Stoneyford Village works when the motorway is completed. Cllr. Doran compared this to footpaths from Grannagh roundabout to Volvo garage at Newrath.
Cherrymount Junction: Cllr. Ireland acknowledged that the grass had been cut at the junction but asked that a bush which obscures visibility also be removed. A lot of lorries parking there for a break and Cllr Ireland asked if there could be something put there to stop them as they park right at cross which is dangerous as obscures visibility? Seamus to investigate and advise on possible improvements.
Temporary Depot – Kilmoganny:
Area where Council used to store gravel have become very dirty looking.  Parks Section were originally going to improve.  Seamus Foley stated that the main problem is time to complete works.  Seamus enquired about the possibility of approaching the landowner beside the former chipdump to see if he will take back the land from the Council.  Members agreed to same.
Cllr. William Ireland enquired about section of road from the Harvestor Pub linking to the N10. If weather is good Seamus advised that it will be done in the next few days. If not then it will be done on our next run with the surface dressing plant.
Tom Maher stated that at the end of Westcourt where bus bays will be, there will be an area left at end of Ballywaters Road. Can this section of verge be raised to prevent unauthorised parking? Seamus to investigate and advise.
Issue of Travellers Parking at Pound:
Cllr. Tom Maher spoke of neighbours concern.  Travellers are parked at the pound.  Cllr. Maher was informed that Jim Ryan, Investigations Officer and Housing Section are looking into this matter.  Pounds are under the control of the County Registrar.  Cllr Maher advised that the Travellers appeared to have damaged the pier at entrance to pound.

Flooding: Cllr. Matt Doran brought up issue of flooding. He stated that several rural areas have flooding problems.  He asked about possibility of getting money next year to alleviate some of the problems.  Seamus Foley stated that in RWS 2008 a significant portion of special works money had been put towards drainage and works on that programme are ongoing. Seamus asked the members to notify him if it’s a particular one as can discuss with the overseer and include the works for the consideration of the members in future RWS.  
Traffic Count – Newmarket: Seamus informed members that a traffic count was carried out at Newmarket.  Cllr. Doran proposed that we install automated lights at this location.  Seamus stated that he will have to get John Mulholland to have a look at the whole junction and what improvement works can be done.  Cllr. Maher said that it would be needed before Motorway opens. Seamus Foley will talk to Ian Gardner to see if the NRA could be brought on board as part of the solution, Low Cost Safety? All members agreed that with new motorway there will be more traffic and that some workable solution must be found.
Flaggy Lane: Traffic counter – 1/3 to half way down lane.  Within the urban area the speed limit is 50km/hr. On the survey the 85%ile Speed recorded at 58 kph. A requirement for some traffic calming measures would seem warranted. Seamus looking for guidance on an appropriate solution in terms on the new policy document being produced on these matters and if solution agreed will include for agreement of members in future RWS. 
Michael Delahunty stated that he had received documentation from Consultants on various traffic calming measures.  He is waiting until John Mulholland returns from leave to discuss and develop the draft document.  Document will also likely have to be brought before Roads S.P.C. meeting for discussion before being brought to the full council for formal adoption.

Date for Next Meeting – will be advised in due course and likely to be guided by the Callan Local Area Plan.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:
________________


Chairman.
Date:

________
Deputation received from Newmarket/Hugginstown Development Committee.

Cllr. Tom Maher welcomed Thomas Power and Denis Doyle.
Thomas proceeded to show a Powerpoint Presentation.  He thanked Seamus Foley for meeting him a few weeks ago. He stated that the Village Design Statements are a step below the Local Area Plans.  Population of an Area determines as to whether a Local Area Plan is done or not. They identified 17 different projects for area. Some mentioned below:-
· Set up Committee.

· Street Planting.

· Recycling Centre.

· Repair of walls.

· Car parking improvements, traffic study.
· Bus access to school.

· Visitor information signage.

· Public Amenity Area.

· Community Renewal.

· Footphaths.

· Re-routing and replacement of lighting and overhead cables.

· Upgrading of water supply and sewerage.

Following on from this they had two clean up days in April. Collected 70 bags of rubbish. Starting street planting in Hugginstown.

Under Road Safety they brought up the following issues:-

· Extend speed limit zones. Seamus informed him that there are some changes proposed in Newmarket & Hugginstown and these are likely to become effective in 2009.

· Improve signage/traffic calming.

· Improve footpath/road design layout.

· Traffic lights at Newmarket junction.

· Re-design of Junction.

Group were informed that traffic lights will be put up on 8th September, 2008 and will provide some real time impression of how traffic lights may work at this location.

They asked about possibility of further lighting in Hugginstown and extension of footpath towards Newmarket. Michael Delahunty replied by saying that in reality footpath would unlikely to be extended in short/medium term.
Cllr. Matt Doran stated that lighting was on list of public lighting requests but that there was no funding this year. Cllrs agreed that extra lighting is needed.

Issue of Safety at Newmarket Junction were brought up. Group informed that a ramp cannot be put on a regional road.  Traffic count carried out at Newmarket. Seamus spoke about results. Thomas Power asked if figures could be compared with N.R.A. figures.

Michael Delahunty informed Group of various Grants such as Amenity Grants, Section 66 Grants, Tree Planting which the Council have. He also gave them a number of contact names and the website details.
Tom Maher ensured the Group of Council’s continued support. He praised their good plan and good committee.

