MINUTES OF FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 7th February, 2008 IN MEETING ROOM 1, COUNTY HALL JOHN STREET, KILKENNY.
 
Chairman:                   Cllr. Pat Millea
 
Present:                        Cllr.Pat Millea, Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Cllr. Pat Dunphy. Denis Guilfoyle, John Burke, Eileen Somer-Ronan.
 
John McCormack,  Martin Mullally and Denis Malone
 
Apologies:                    Cllr. Tomas Breathnach
 
Item 1:            Minutes of Last Meeting held on 13th December, 2007
 
Proposed:                   Cllr. Dick Dowling
Seconded:                   Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
 
Update of County & City Development Plans & Local Area Plans
 
Denis Malone updated meeting on progress with Development Plans and Local Area Plans.  Some members raised issues around Communications Masts, rural housing, smaller settlements strategy (nodal developments), need to control level of development in the smaller rural villages, zoning in the City and the Inner Relief Road.  It was unanimously agreed to write to the Department of Environment regarding new guidelines on controlling developments. 
 
Managers reports are with Councillors  and a meeting is arranged for 10th March, 2008. Any amendments will go on public display for a 4 week period  and must be completed by 20th June, 2008.  Cllr. Dick Dowling suggested a night meeting to discuss same.
 
John McCormack stressed the importance of completing the Inner Relief Road – the extension of the Ring Road is already having a significant affect on traffic in the City with over 16,000 cars removed from the city centre.  Contributions by D Guilfoyle, M Noonan, D  Dowling.
 
 

Denis Malone outlined the various stages of the Local Area Plans with five commenced to date. Proposals are advanced to progress LAPs for Bennettsbridge and Kilmancow. A LAP for Johnstown will be progressed at the first available opportunity in 2008. Concerns were raised by the members with the lack of co-operation with Department of Education to provide local schools.
 
 

Rural Design Guidelines
 
Martin Mullally was hopeful for a final draft on new housing guidelines for Kilkenny from the Consultants within the next few weeks.
 
Martin Mullally updated SPC members on the introduction of the Panel system to approve suitably qualified competent assessors to carry out ‘on site’ suitability tests (percolation tests) in order to protect groundwater sources. 43 applicants applied to date and all members welcomed it’s introduction to progress the protection of groundwater in Kilkenny. 
 
Village Design
 
D Malone indicated that it was important not to have all villages planned and with the same design footprint for all. One must take account of a village’s history, topography and local input in order to determine the final design or plan for that village. Cllr Millea outlined how successful the local input was with the village Design Statement for Tullaroan. It was agreed to defer this discussion in the absence of Cllr T Breathnach who had raised the issue in the first instance.
 
Any Other Business
 
Building Regulations – Agreed to invite Housing Engineer to next SPC meeting.
 
Members raised concerns over the Planning Authority’s lack of statutory power to control inappropriate ‘change of uses’ in Kilkenny city. John McCormack outlined the issues and actions taken by Kilkenny Borough Council on the matter.
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