Minute of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, 
Fire Services and Emergency Planning 
held on Wednesday, 13th February, 2008 at 3.00 pm in 
Meeting Room 2, County Hall. 

   
In the chair:               Cllr. John Brennan.
 

In attendance:           Cllrs. Matt Doran, Catherine Phelan, Maurice Shortall, 

Malcolm Noonan.  Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick. 
 
Also Present:             Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Simon Walton 

Senior Engineer, Rory McConnon, Carlow/Kilkenny Energy Agency, Joan McLoughlin, Assistant Staff Officer. 
 
Apologies:                  Ms. Trish Finnegan, Carol McCarthy SEE. 

At the outset Cllr. John Brennan, Chairperson welcomed all present to the meeting… 

Vote of Sympathy

Vote of Sympathy to Mr. Michael Rice on the recent death of his mother Sheila Rice. 

Item 1             Minute of Special Meeting held on 5th December, 2007. 

Proposed by Cllr. John Brennan, seconded by Cllr. Maurice Shortall and agreed:- 
“that the minute of the Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Wednesday 5th December, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.



Matters Arising. 

Mr. Philip O’Neill stated that managing Climate Change at county level should be paramount and that all Members of SPC3 have a lead role to play.  He stated that there are a number of areas within our control where we can make a difference going forward. Also public education and awareness is of primary importance.  
Ways to bring Climate Change into the public arena were put forward by the Committee as follows:-
· Good publicity in local newspapers

· Tips on local radio – tips and advise on water preservation being run at present on KCLR. 
· Corporate Policy Group – Discuss Climate Change with Chairs of other SPC’s

· Liaise with other Strategic Policy Committees in Kilkenny County Council on issues relating to Climate Change. 

· Next SPC 3 meeting to deal mainly with Climate Change – Position Paper to be issued prior to this meeting. 
It was decided that the next SPC3 meeting to be held in May will be devoted to a discussion on Climate Change together with the launch of Information Leaflets on Environmental Issues. 
Contributions from Cllrs. John Brennan, Malcolm Noonan, Catherine Phelan, Maurice Shortall and Mr. Rory McConnon… 

Rory McConnon set out the role of the Carlow/Kilkenny Energy Agency and how it can contribute to climate change initiatives. 

Cllr. John Brennan thanked Rory McConnon, Carlow/Kilkenny Energy Agency for attending this meeting and for up-date. 

Cllr. Matt Doran offered his apologies as he had to leave the meeting in order to attend Area Committee Meeting in Callan. 

Item 2             Information Leaflets: 

Mr. Simon Walton outlined details as follows:-
In conjunction with the development of water quality management systems, it is the intention of the Environment Section to develop three information leaflets during 2008 to advise on water quality matters.  These information leaflets are:- 

(i) Protocol for Farm Surveys

(ii) Maintenance of Septic Tank Systems 

(iii) Indication of source protection areas for drinking water supplies. 

Item 3             Source Protection Areas. 

Mr. Simon Walton circulated a map showing Source Protection Areas in Kilkenny county.  Also see Item 2 above. 

Proposed by Cllr. John Brennan, seconded by Cllr. Maurice Shortall that a resolution be forwarded to the Minister as follows:-
“That a grant scheme be introduced to provide for the upgrading of septic tanks and/or percolation areas to reflect present day standards”. 

Item 4             3 Bin Domestic Waste Collection Service. 

Mr. P. O’Neill stated that as part of the South East Waste Management Plan 2006 a 3 bin collection system for urban areas with a population over 1,000,  must be in place by 1st January, 2009. 
All Private Waste Collection Permit holders who are involved in collection of Domestic Waste will be subjected to Bye-Laws common to all counties in the South East Region – details to be brought before the Elected Members over coming months.  
Contributions: Cllrs. Catherine Phelan, Malcolm Noonan, John Brennan and Maurice Shortall. 

Item 5             Section 22 & Section 26 Registers. 



Section 22. 
Register of all non-licensed closed landfills, i.e. historic unregulated waste disposal sites. These include historic unregulated waste disposal sites that were in operation between 1977 and 1997, (the European Waste Framework Directive came into force in 1977 and Ireland’s Waste Management Licensing Regulations came into force in 1997). Also included are illegal landfills that were operating since 1997.



Section 26. 


Register of all hazardous waste sites. 
Risk assessments to be completed on all local authority landfill sites, operating in the period 1977 to 1997, by June, 2008. 

Item 6             Regulations:-



(i)
Waste Management (Tyres & Waste Tyres) Regulations, 2007  

The DEHLG has circulated Draft Waste Management (Tyres & Waste Tyres) Regulations, 2007.  The draft regulations are designed to promote the environmentally sound management of waste tyres and track the movement of waste tyres from the time they are discarded to the point where they are either reused or processed for recycling and/or recovery.  The Regulations will impose reporting obligations on anyone who supplies tyres to the Irish market and provides for the enforcement of the regulations by local authorities.  Regulation came into force on 1/1/2008.Two in County Kilkenny have joined TRACS, Nineteen possible outlets in County.  All visited and issued with leaflets on their obligations.
 
(ii) Draft Waste Battery Regulations. 
Mr. John Gormley T.D. Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government published draft regulations to implement the new EU Directive on Waste Batteries. It means that holders of waste batteries will be entitled to leave that waste back free of charge, either to the place of purchase or to other authorised collection points from that date onwards. 
(iii)  Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations, 2007 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has issued regulations under the Waste Management Acts 1996 to 2007 and the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007,  to come into operation on 31st March, 2008 amending all current Waste Collection regulations. 

(iv) .Waste Management (Facility Permit and Registration) 

Regulations 2007. 


These regulations will come into operation on 31st March, 2008. 

Key change – each facility will require planning permission, prior to Waste Permit being granted. 
 
 
Item 7             Any Other Business:
 

It was agreed unanimously to pass on every good wish to Olga Doyle, former Environmental Awareness Officer,  who has left to take up her new position in North Tipperary County Council. 

It was agreed to change date of next meeting from 7th May to Thursday 8th May, 2008 and to devote entire meeting to discussion on Climate Change and Information Leaflets on Environmental Issues.  Position Paper to be issued prior to this meeting. 

Mr. Rory Connon to be invited to this meeting. 

 
This concluded the business of the meeting.  
 
 
=============================
 

 

 

