Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 18th February, 2008, at County Hall, Kilkenny.

In the Chair:
           Cllr. Thomas Brennan.

Councillors present: Cllr. Pat O’Neill, 








Cllr.  Catherine Connery, 







Cllr. Cora Long
                                    Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick.

Also present: 

John Burke.
Officials:

Tony Walsh, Director of Housing, Community and Enterprise.


Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, 



Margaret Newport, Senior Social Worker, 

A.M. Robinson, Estate Management Officer.



M. Comerford, Asst. Staff Officer.

Apologies: Cllrs Wm. Ireland.
The Chairman, Councillor Thomas Brennan opened the meeting and welcomed all.
Minutes of Meeting of 26 November, 2007:
The Minutes of the previous meeting were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. P. O’Neill.
Matters arising:

Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick discussed the topic of the development of a comprehensive work programme with the residents and recently regenerated resident’s committee of the Newpark Close housing estate in Kilkenny City (within the County Council area).

This has received funding under the Sustaining Communities Grant Scheme

Housing Needs Assessment:

Anne Maria Walsh, S.E.O. gave a brief report on the Housing Needs Assessment taking place at the moment.  It  was noted that in future Capital Allocations from the Department of the Environment will be based on the Housing Need Assessment.  A discussion ensued and all participated.
Housing Construction Programme to date:

Anne Maria Walsh, S.E.O. reported on the progress of the Housing Construction Programme to date. 
The Committee were informed about the possible levels of funding that could be expected for the years 2008 – 2010.    The Director of Services noted that there would be a significant decline in house purchases due to the decrease in funding.  A discussion followed and all participated.  The Director of Services will notify the Committee of the level of capital funding at the next Meeting. 
Review of Traveller Accommodation Programme:
Margaret Newport, Senior Social Worker, reported to the committee on the  review of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008.
It was noted that it would be necessary to consider the provision of an additional Traveller Halting Site in an area outside of the City.

A general discussion around the Traveller Accommodation Programme ensued.

Fix date and time for next Meeting
The next Meeting of the Committee is to be held at 3.00 p.m., on Tuesday, 8th April, 2008
Signed: ____________________________      Date: ______________________ 

             Chairman

