


Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 –  Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services and other Policy issues held in County Hall, on Friday 26th May, 2006.





     Chair:	Cllr. P. Dunphy





Present:	Cllr. P. O’Neill; Cllr. M. Shortall; Cllr. C. Long; Cllr. B. Aylward.





Eamon Walsh; John Bambrick; Phil Funchion; Deirdre Gough.





In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services; M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer; M. Butler, Administrative Officer.








1.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING





Minutes of previous meeting of SPC 2 held on Thursday 23rd  February, 2006 were:


Proposed by Mr. J. Bambrick 


Seconded by Ms. D. Gough 


And agreed.  





2.        MATTERS ARISING





(a)	Broadband





It was agreed to write to Eircom and request them to forward their programme of works for circulation to the SPC 2 members. 





3.  	Update on National Roads





N8 Cullahill to Cashel -Five tenders have been short listed for the contract work and 2 interview panels were set up to assess them on quality and price. Assessment on quality is now finalised and the assessment on price will be completed soon. The contract is expected to commence before the end of this year.





 N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen- Six tenders have been short listed and the contract work is due to commence later this year. 





N24 (Mooncoin By-Pass). Design work is ongoing. 





N77  (Kilkenny Ring Road Extension). Contract work is ongoing.








4.	Update on Sanitary Services.





Bennettsbridge Water Supply.





Well drilling has commenced and the results will be known in the third quarter of this year.





Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme.





The Council is now ready to go to contract with this scheme.





Upgrading of Mooncoin Regional Water Supply Scheme.





The Council is currently in the process of appointing consultants.





Sewerage Bundle.





This is now included in the sanitary capital works programme.





Sewerage Schemes-Review of priority list.





Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that this matter will be on the agenda for the next meeting.





It was agreed to prepare a list for the next meeting outlining the various steps and time frames involved in the sanitary capital works programme.





A discussion then followed in relation to planning for towns and villages throughout the county and the provision of sanitary services. In particular the meeting agreed that there is a difficulty in keeping the provision of infrastructure ahead of development requirements. It was agreed that the provision of infrastructure should be accompanied by phased development. It was the view of the meeting that plans for local areas should be released simultaneously to encourage more balanced development by developers.








5.        Any other business.


(a)        Speed limit review.


     


A draft will be available for the next area meetings.








(b)        Clár Programme.





Mr. T. Gunning circulated to the meeting a map showing the areas within the county now included in the Clár Programme and which relates to Local Improvement Schemes. The areas included are those that show a population decline greater than 35% between the 1926 census and the 2002 census.


In the case of Local Improvement Schemes where expenditure is incurred in a Clár area the Department will provide an additional grant of 50% of this expenditure in respect of this area. In addition schools in a Clár area will be entitled to a grant of €7,000 for the provision of flashing amber lights.


Grants will also be available for small public water and sewerage schemes and group schemes if they qualify under the criterion laid down and grants will also be available for other qualifying works.





Following a discussion it was agreed to forward to the members of the committee details and map of the scheme.





   (c)    Piltown/Fiddown 2+1 





Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that this scheme is progressing satisfactorily and should be completed by mid June.


    





Next Meeting





The next meeting will be held on Thursday 13th July 2006 at 4.00 pm.





This concluded the business of the meeting.
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