Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 7th June, 2005, at County Hall, Kilkenny.
In the Chair:  

Cllr. Bobby Aylward.

Also present:

Cllrs. P. O’Neill, W. Ireland, M. Brett, J. Brennan, C.Long, 

                        
             Ms. Yvonne Moriarty and Ms. Emma Devine.

Officials Present:
J. McCormack, Director of Services, A.M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, M. Brophy, Administrative Officer, Triona Wright, Staff Officer, B. Strappe, A/Staff Officer.
Apologies:
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Mr. Ivan Shannon.
At the outset the  Chairman expressed his sympathy  to Ms. Moriarty on her recent bereavement.

Item 1 : Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd May, 2005:

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd May, 2005, were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. W. Ireland and seconded by Cllr. M. Brett.

Item 2 : Matters arising from the Minutes:

Horse Project:

The Committee were informed they could visit the horse project any Friday deemed suitable by them. They were also informed the Housing Office had wrote to KCAN after the last meeting of the SPC outlining matters such as financial contribution from travellers using the farm and commitment from other agencies etc., no response had been received to date.  It was agreed that once a response was received from KCAN that the Committee would contact the relevant local authority in Dublin to arrange a visit to a horse farm.
Item 3 :  Rural Housing Strategy:

A report on the strategy was circulated to the members.  Cllr. Aylward welcomed Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, to the Meeting.  He explained that a new sub- Committee had been established to review the Council’s policy on rural housing.
Mr. Malone explained the document which had been circulated outlining the trends in population around the county, the future of  sterilisation agreements, areas of strong urban influences and objectives of the Council’s rural housing strategy.

Cllr. Aylward advised the Committee that if any member wished to make a submission they should do so immediately.

Contributions were received  from Cllrs.  P. O’Neill, B. Aylward, C. Long, J. Brennan, Ms. Y. Moriarty and Ms. E. Devine.

It was agreed that  the statement  “The local area will be considered as within 10 km of the proposed site excluding defined urban areas” would be removed from Section 2 (Stronger Rural Areas) and replaced as a general statement at the beginning of the document.
The Committee were informed that  the strategy would be presented at the June Meeting of the Council for approval before it is advertised for public display.
Item 4 : Housing Needs Assessment: 

A report on the recent housing needs assessment was circulated to the members with an analysis of the social housing programme.  Mr. McCormack, Director of Services, advised that there are currently 717 approved applications at 31st March, 2005  on the Council’s housing list.  Taking into account the housing developments with Part V requirements and projects currently under construction and in planning  by Kilkenny County Council/Kilkenny Borough Counciln and the Voluntary Sector it wass estimated there would be 385 new social units constructed or nearing completion by December, 2006.

The Committee congratulated the staff on the huge number of construction projects in progress. 
A discussion arose regarding the need for independent high support accommodation needs with twenty four hour care from the Health Service Executive for a number of  tenants.  It was agreed a Meeting would be arranged between housing officials and officials of  Health Service Executive to discuss this matter and revert to the Committee.

Item 5 – Any other business:

Cllr. C. Long questioned Mr. Malone on the zoning of land at Mooncoin.  She was advised it was not a matter for the Housing SPC.

Cllr. R. Aylward referred to a conference he had recently attended where a presentation had been given by Mr.  Ciaran Hayes, Director of Services,  Galway City Council  on anti-social behaviour.  It was agreed Mr. McCormack would invite  Mr. Hayes to attend the next SPC Meeting to make a similar presentation.
A discussion took place regarding Ossory Park Remedial Works Scheme.  It was agreed Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer would be invited to attend the next SPC Meeting to brief the members on the Scheme to date.

Item No. 6 : Fix Date for next meeting:

The next Meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 6th September, 2005, at 2.00 p.m.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

Signed: ____________________                       Date: ________________________ 

            Cathaoirleach 
