Meeting of Economic Development & Planning Strategic Policy Committee Held on Thursday 25th March  2004 at 3.30 p.m.

Chairman:

Cllr. Michael Lanigan.

Present:
Cllr. T. Brennan, Cllr. M. Doran, Cllr. R. Doyle, Cllr. R. Dowling, Cllr. E. White, Cllr. T. Maher, A. Cronin. A. McGrath.

In Attendance:
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, C. Reilly, Assistant Planner, A. Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, 
M. Blanchfield, Clerical Officer.

Also In Attendance:
Liam McGree, Project Coordinator, South East Regional Authority.
________________________________________________________________________
Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 22nd January 2004

Proposed by Cllr. Tom Brennan,

Seconded by Cllr. Matt Doran, and agreed

“to adopt the Minutes of the 22nd January 2004”.
Item 2 - Draft Regional Planning Guidelines

Liam McGree, Project Co-Coordinator, gave a presentation on the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines and he advised the Committee that the closing date for submissions was the 23/04/04.  It was noted that Kilkenny County Council had already made a detailed submission during the initial consultation stage.

He advised that the submissions to the Draft Guidelines will be considered and that the Director of the Regional Authority will be preparing a report which will be considered for adoption/further amendments on the 24th May 2004.

He advised that the Guidelines have been simplified to encompass 9 Sections within 1 document instead of two separate documents and that this approach has been adopted by all Regional Authorities.  

He outlined the structure and content of the Draft Guidelines including nine Critical Investment Priorities.

Members of the Committee made various comments and observations some of which included;

Concern with regard to timescale and finance for implementation of the Guidelines ,

Need for a commuter rail system between the Gateway and two Hubs,

Each Hub to have a fully fledged Regional Hospital working with Local Hospitals and also the need for the services of a full time Pediatrician,
Need for a University status third level institution,

The Committee advised that it would be very important that Kilkenny maintains its status as a Hub in the Regional Planning Guidelines.

It was agreed that the Chairman’s Report would be prepared in advance of the next Council Meeting and that Members could e-mail further comments directly to the Chairman.
It was recommended by the Committee that Kilkenny County Council’s response should be as follows;

The co-ordination of the Implementation of the Guidelines was important – the committee recommended that strengthening of the Inter-Agency Group.

The nine Critical Investment Priorities did not include Rail Investment.  The provision of a viable Regional Rail Network is required (similar to Dart in Dublin and others e.g. Manchester).

An efficient Health System is necessary in order to attract workers to the Region.  Kilkenny County Council supports the concept of a Regional Hospital in Waterford but fully fledged General Hospitals are required in the Hubs – Kilkenny & Wexford and Local Hospitals in County Towns such as Clonmel.

The South East Region is below the rest of the country in its Research & Development. Research and Development in the region must be supported and encouraged to relocate to the Region.

The status of Kilkenny City as a Hub must be maintained as envisaged in the National Spatial Strategy.
Chairman Michael Lanigan thanked Liam McGree for his informative presentation.
Item 3 - Local Area Plans Including Loughmacask
The programme of Local Area Plans until 2005 which included 24 plans was outlined by Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer.

He advised that the Local Area Plans would be adopted policies of the Council and as such future work programmes, Estimates, etc will derive from them.  He indicated that there is an obligation on the Council to endeavor within its resources to deliver on the objectives of Local Area Plans and there is an expectation within village communities that the Council will respond to their needs.  
The different issues in relation to the development of Loughmacask - financial implications on the Council, impact on Western Environs, National Spatial Strategy Population Projections and potential area of the plan, were discussed by the Committee.  It was agreed that the issues need further examination by the County Manager.

It was also agreed that the County Development Plan Mid Term Report of the County Manager which will be with the Council in July will include a report on Loughmacask and that the Committee will be updated at the next meeting in May by Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner.

Item 4 - Rural Housing Policy

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner advised the Committee regarding the publication of the Draft Guidelines and the closing date of the 30th April 2004 was noted.

It was agreed that Members of the Committee could contact the Chairman and feed into a report to Council for the April Council meeting for the purposes of formulating Council’s response to the Draft Guidelines.

Further examination of the provisions of the Guidelines and an analysis of our County Development Plan is to be carried out with a view to identifying gaps or deficiencies in our existing rural development/rural housing policy so that Kilkenny County Council can progress the implementation of the Guidelines.

The matter is to be progressed through the May meeting of the Committee.

Item 5 – Any Other Business

NRA Signage

Michael Delahunty briefed the committee on the reply received from Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of Services with regard to NRA Signage.  He indicated that NRA policy on signage is to highlight the final destination and next town on signs at the commencement of a journey e.g. N.R.A. signs at Waterford will highlight Limerick or Dublin and the next town – Mullinavat.  Kilkenny is therefore not mentioned.  Members were of the view that this causes confusion to tourists and others who do not know the direction to Kilkenny.  Members felt that the policy did not accord with the National Spatial Strategy which provides for key corridors between Gateways (Waterford) and Hubs (Kilkenny).  It was agreed that a letter would issue on behalf of the Committee to the N.R.A. on this matter.

Heavy Traffic Through Callan
Michael Delahunty advised the Committee that a Traffic Management Scheme was currently being prepared for Callan with the full involvement of the Electoral Area Committee and that the issue will be dealt with in the Scheme.

Item for Next Agenda

Waterford Planning Land Use and Transportation Study (P.L.U.T.S.)

Item 6 – Fix Date for Next Meeting

Thursday 6th May at 11.00 a.m.
Signed: __________________


 Cllr. Michael Lanigan,


 Chairman.

