Meeting of Economic Development & Planning Strategic Policy Committee Held on Thursday 22ND January 2004 at 3.30 p.m.

Chairman:

Cllr. Michael Lanigan.

Present:
Cllr. T. Brennan, Cllr. M. Doran, Cllr. R. Doyle, Cllr. R. Dowling, Cllr. E. White, E. Sommor-Ronan, D. Guilfoyle.

In Attendance:
M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, C. Reilly, Assistant Planner, D. Ledwidge, Heritage Officer, M. Blanchfield, Clerical Officer.

Also In Attendance:
D. Allen, R. Hamilton, P. Farrington, M. Twoomey, Forestry Service, Department of Agriculture & Food.

Item 2 – Indicative Forestry Service – Presentation by Forest Service

Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer advised that it was an objective of the County Development Plan for Kilkenny County Council to prepare a Forestry Strategy for County Kilkenny.  He advised that the Forestry Service were in the process of preparing Indicative Forestry Strategies for all counties in Ireland and he introduced Mr. Damian Allen, Assistant Principal Officer, to the meeting.

Damian Allen, Assistant Principal , Forestry Service, introduced his team and presented to the Committee an overview of the work the Forestry Service are carrying out with Indicative Strategies.  He advised that the work is generally on a macro level and that the main drivers behind the Strategy were – 

“Growing for the Future” (1996)

This government publication envisaged an afforestation rate of 15,000 ha/annum however the current targets have not met with this rate

“Revised Management & Environmental Procedures” (2001)

This document provided for public consultation where applications were in sensitive areas.

Damian Allen outlined the procedure for carrying out forest plans:-

· Working within a term of reference,

· Meaningful geographic basis,

· Involvement of three pillars – economic, social & environmental,

· Consultation,

· 5 year review.

He described an Indicative Forestry Strategy as “a planning tool used to assess opportunities for new forest planting in a given area.  It is about planting the right trees in the right place”.

He advised that an Indicative Forestry Strategy is composed of the following:-

· Map which identifies different soil types,

· Application Procedure which identifies different types of inspection process based on suitability of a particular area,

· Policy Statement which includes introduction,  background, explanation of the map, supporting local economy, conserving the environment, improving quality of life, appendices.

He also outlined the process involved in the preparation of an Indicative Forestry Strategy as:-

· Meeting with Local Authority,

· Draft of Strategy,

· Consultation,

· Final Strategy.

Mark Twoomey, Forest Service, presented as an example to the committee an advanced map of Mayo showing four different area types:-

· Unproductive,

· Sensitive,

· Potential,

· Preferred,

He also outlined the application procedure for Afforestation Grants.

Damian Allen advised of progress to date indicating that the Forest Service had

· Met with 19 local authorities,

· Completed 12 draft indicative forestry strategies,

· Submitted 3 draft indicative forestry strategies to relevant local authorities.

He also indicated that that the Forest Service anticipated that Indicative Forestry Strategies would be completed for 29 local authority areas by end of 2005.

Members of the Committee made various contributions.

Chairman, Michael Lanigan, thanked all personnel from the Department of Agriculture & Food, members of the committee for their interest and advised that the Forest Service could expect a submission from SPC I.  

Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 20th November 2003.
The minutes of the 20th November 2003 were:-
Proposed:  Cllr. Doyle,

Seconded: Cllr. Dowling, and agreed.

Item 3 – Local Area Plans

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, gave a progress report on Local Area Plans.  He advised that the public display period for Ballyragget, Ballyhale, Knocktopher, Urlingford & Inistioge Area Plans would last 6 weeks from the 6th February 2004.

He advised that a Local Area Plan for Slieverue was scheduled for this year.

Item 4 – Town Renewal – Six monthly progress report from 01/07/03 to 31/12/03.

Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer advised that during the last 6 months, 6 further schemes had been given approval.

He advised that Kilkenny County Council is making more progress than most 

other local authorities and indicated that the total number of developments approved under the scheme was 18.  He also advised that the deadline for applications to the scheme was extended to 31st December 2006 where applications for planning permission are in before 31st December 2004.

Item 5 – Any Other Business

Cllr. Dowling requested that the committee formulate policy on the matter of  movement and disposal of site materials.  The committee were advised that this was a matter which currently requires a waste permit and may require planning permission, however, new anticipated legislation will help streamline this into one consent only

It was agreed to prepare a report for a future meeting of the Committee.

Eileen Sommor-Ronan advised that directional signage was inadequate from Waterford to Kilkenny.  The Chairman indicated that signage on many national routes was inadequate.

It was agreed to contact the NRA on the matter.

The Chairman also requested that a review of rural planning issues be put on the next agenda.

Item 6 – Date of Next Meeting

25th March at 3.30 p.m.

Signed: ____________________


Date: ________________


 Chairman
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