MINUTE OF FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
HELD ON FRIDAY, 29TH JULY, 2005 IN MEETING ROOM 1, 
COUNTY HALL, JOHN STREET, KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL 

Present:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan, Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Paul Cuddihy, Cllr. Tomás Breathnach, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, John Burke, Piltown Development Association, Kevin Connolly, 

Eileen Sommer-Ronan

In Attendance:
Martin Mullally, Senior Executive Officer, Mary Brophy, Administrative Officer, Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, Audrey Mongan, A/Environmental Awareness Officer,  Anne-Marie Kavanagh, Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:
Denis Guilfoyle

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 26th of May, 2005 
Proposed by:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan

Seconded by:
Cllr. Dick Dowling

Item 2 – Town Renewal – Update

Annette Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer gave a follow-up report on Town Renewal and the six monthly return up to the end of June – a copy of which was given out to the meeting.

Item 3 – Estate Management

Reference was made to the document on Anti-Social Behaviour which was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. The committee agreed that there is a problem with anti-social behaviour in housing estates & agreed that a meeting should be devoted to this issue.  It was pointed out that the problem exists in both private & public housing estates. A question was raised enquiring if local authorities could introduce bye-laws regarding the upkeep of housing estates.  
It was also pointed out that the lack of house numbering on houses in estates causes problems for the emergency services.  
Cllr. Dick Dowling suggested that when developers are applying to the local authorities for planning permission for housing developments that they should be required to include house numbering and estate names upon completion of the development.  

Cllr. Michael Lanigan confirmed that a meeting would be held which would be devoted solely to the issue. Cllr. Malcolm Noonan suggested that Mayor Marie Fitzpatrick should attend the meeting.  He acknowledged the introduction of RAPID by the Community & Enterprise Section and stated that there are many separate sections of the local authority dealing with the problems of anti social behaviour but in a disorganised manner. 

Cllr. Dick Dowling said it is difficult to tackle the issue as there are problems with substance abuse and gangs in estates which are putting people off going into the estates. He also raised the following issues:
· How to deal with the problem

· Parents defending their children 

· Estates in Waterford Council – outsiders coming to live in the estates who have no affiliation to the area and cause problems
· Problem of rubbish in the garden of a particular house in an estate in Waterford which is attracting vermin and is causing problems for a neighbouring, well maintained local authority house.  Waterford Council has said that the estate is in the jurisdiction of Kilkenny County Council. 
Martin Mullally stated that the Council employs a tenant liaison officer who carries out inspections on estates and the problem will be looked at.

Eileen Sommer-Ronan added that there is a problem of anti social behaviour in Callan with groups of young people from different estates. People are afraid to walk down the town for fear of being abused and added that there is not enough police in Callan.

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy said that there is a need for an anti social behaviour policy and that there is a responsibility on local authorities to look after their tenants. He acknowledged that the gardai have a very difficult job to do as there is an increasing number of children causing trouble, adding that their parents will defend their children and their rights in Court. He continued to say that parents should be held legally responsible for their childrens’ behaviour. 

Cllr. Tomás Breathnach stated that there is not enough supervision of children during the day, not enough adequate policing & that the problems are not only caused by young people.  The Kilmacow garda station is unmanned a lot of the time with not enough garda presence and there is a reluctance amongst the public to get involved.  Cllr. Breathnach also enquired if a map showing the policing areas of the county could be drawn up and made available and said there is a need for more effective policing.
Mary Brophy, Administrative Officer confirmed that the Housing Section of the Council had written to the Superintendent to nominate a garda for each estate that the Council can use as a contact person.
Kevin Connolly expressed his views that the present laws are inadequate, stating that it is a problem for the Oireachtas and agreed with previous comments on lack of policing, the public living in fear and lack of responsibility of parents.

Cllr. Lanigan confirmed that there is a problem of law enforcement with the gardai, explaining that the Courts are ready to use a new section of the Childrens Act.  Cllr. Lanigan continued to say that there is an explosion of children coming before the Courts at the moment and that in Waterford there is one day per month set aside for dealing with children in Court and that Kilkenny is on the verge of doing the same.  On the issue of estate management, he said that the procedures in place for the Tenant Purchase Scheme don’t work if there is a private house beside a local authority house.  He confirmed that parents can not be held responsible for criminal damage/loss caused by a child.

It was decided that Superintendent Ryan & Mayor Marie Fitzpatrick should be invited to attend an SPC meeting to discuss the problems of anti social behaviour and how to deal with it.

Contributions were made by Cllr. Dick Dowling, John Burke, Kevin Connolly, Eileen Sommer-Ronan, Cllr. Tomás Breathnach, Martin Mullally.
Item 4 – Wind Energy Strategy

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner confirmed that the Council is awaiting revised Wind Energy Strategy Guidelines from the Department. He hopes to have them to hand in September and will re-visit the issue at that stage.  

Audrey Mongan, A/Environmental Awareness Officer circulated notification of the proposed Joint Energy Strategy and gave a comprehensive report on same. She indicated the importance of working towards renewable energy as a joint market force to sell it into Ireland and Europe.  She confirmed Ireland could meet 50% of Europes’ need but are being blocked from doing so and that wind/waste energy could create up to 50% of electricity.  She continued to say that the renewable industry was unhappy with the strategy due to the exclusion of high areas as there was a risk of spoiling certain scenic spots, adding that in Europe, there is a wind farm located along a stretch of road due to the infrastructure etc. that is in place. The planning authority could have an input into renewable energy strategy by issuing planning guidelines & building regulations regarding the locations of houses etc. Ms. Mongan confirmed the need to integrate long term strategies and that the Local Agenda 21 Committee have had discussions regarding the implementation of the strategy.
Denis Malone stated that there is a positive policy set out in the County Development Plan regarding wind farms and that there is a Land Use Strategy which maps out areas identified for wind farms.  He confirmed that we are awaiting guidelines from the Department on the subject and that to date the Council had not received many planning applications for wind farms.  Mr. Malone continued to say that architects and the public should be encouraged to take the matter of renewable energy into account when designing new buildings.
Cllr. Breathnach raised the following questions which were responded to by Audrey Mongan.
1. Price of renewable energy – who is responsible

2. Local Agenda 21 – who is on the committee

3. Radon Gas – suggested we seek grants at next Council meeting

Cllr. Cuddihy said that a guest speaker from the Embassy of Sweden had attended at a Local Agenda 21 meeting in Kilkenny some years previously & suggested that another guest visit could be arranged if required.  He also suggested that an information leaflet be prepared and made available to the public on the sustainability of renewable energy. 
Contributions were made by Denis Malone, Eileen Sommer-Ronan, John Burke, Cllr. Tomás Breathnach, Cllr. Dick Dowling, Kevin Connolly, Cllr. Paul Cuddihy & Cllr. Malcolm Noonan.  

Kevin Connolly praised the proposed Joint Energy Strategy document circulated and welcomed the possibility of renewable energy.  
Cllr. Noonan suggested the possibility that Kilkenny County Council could become the lead authority for renewable energy.

The possibility of renewable energy was well received and welcomed by the Committee. 

Item 5 - Any Other Business

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy suggested that if/when the Superintendent attends at a meeting on anti social behaviour, the issues of parental responsibility, drug abuse, drink driving & a liaison officer also be raised.

A document which was prepared by Waterford County Council on the proposed Waterford boundary extension was given out at the meeting.   

Eileen Sommer-Ronan raised an issue which had been brought up at a meeting in Tullaroan regarding development charges.  She expressed the views of the people of Tullaroan that it is unfair that they should be charged the same amount in development charges as urban areas when the same facilities are not available to them.  Cllr. Dick Dowling confirmed that the development charges are being reviewed.

Item 6 – Issues for Next Meeting

Cllr. Michael Lanigan confirmed that he would contact Superintendent Ryan to see if he is available to speak at the next meeting.

The issue of the Waterford boundary extension was deferred to a later date.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

______________________ 


______________________ 
Chairman 




Date 
