MINUTES OF HOUSING & SOCIAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 3RD MAY, 2005 AT COUNTY HALL, KILKENNY.

 

 

In the Chair :      Cllr Bobby Aylward

 

Also Present:       Cllr Pat O’Neill, Cllr. Martin Brett, Cllr. B. Ireland. Mr. I Shannon and Ms. E Divine. 

    

Officials Present:   Mr John McCormack, Director of Services, Ms A M Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, M Brophy,  Administrative Officer, Ms. M Newport, Senior Social Worker, Ms T Wright, Staff Officer, Ms. K. Carroll, Staff Officer, Mr. J. Ryan, Tenant Liaison Officer. 

 

Apologies:
Ms. Yvonne Moriarty. 

At the outset the Chairman, Cllr. B. Aylward advised the Committee of the recent death of Ms. Yvonne Moriartys’ mother. The Committee extended a vote of sympathy to Ms. Moriarty. 

Item No. 1 :            Minutes of Meeting held on 1st March 2005

 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st March 2005 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr Martin Brett and seconded by Cllr. Pat O’Neill. 

 

Item No. 2           Presentation from Horse Project. 

Cllr. Aylward welcomed Mr. Tom McDonald, Kilkenny Traveller Project  and Mr. Michael Rafter, KCAN to the meeting and invited them to commence their presentation on the proposed horse project.
 

Mr. McDonald outlined the purpose of the horse project to the committee and explained it was a multi agency response to the Control Of Horses Act, 1996.  His presentation included details of the history of the horse project to date, legal ownership and current management of the project, proposed day to day management of the project, facilities required and the strategic plans for years 1, 2 & 3 of the project. 

He stated the Project was currently at Stage 2 wherein land has been rented at Lisnafunchion, Castlecomer where a pilot project is in place. 

Cllr P O’Neill, Cllr. B. Aylward,  Cllr. B Ireland, Cllr. M. Brett  and Mr. I Shannon raised issues regarding access to the site, proposed numbers  of horses involved, policing and controls on site. These matters were also discussed and explained to the Committee by Mr. M. Rafter  and Mr. P McDonald. 

It was agreed that a “Field Trip” be arranged for the Committee to view the current pilot project in Lisnafunchion before the next SPC Meeting.  It was also agreed that if necessary a similar presentation could be given to members of the full Council if so required.   

Item  No. 3           Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document
Ms. AM Walsh circulated a revised draft of the policy document to the Committee.    She advised that Kilkenny County Council are endeavouring to take the necessary steps to ensure that the issue of anti social behaviour is dealt with in an effective manner in the interest of good estate management. 

She outlined the objective of the policy document and the housing legislation available to deal with  anti social behaviour. She also explained the new procedure for staff members which provides a workable framework document for those dealing with anti social behaviour issues. 

Cllr. B. Aylward, Cllr. P O’Neill, Cllr. B Ireland  and Mr. I Shannon questioned how the housing office deal with matters such as drug dealing, alcohol abuse and evictions for anti social behaviour . Mr. J. Ryan, Tenant Liaison Officer advised the Committee of current procedures in place. 

Ms. E Divine questioned the Councils’ “prevention policy” on anti social behaviour. She was advised the Council currently run Pre-Tenancy Courses for all new tenants prior to allocation of key of a dwelling and all tenants are encouraged to commence/join residents associations. . Kilkenny County Council also no longer build “large estates” which also helps to alleviate some anti social behaviour problems.   Mr. Ryan advised the Committee that the rate of anti social behaviour in Kilkenny was not as high as other local authorities. 

Cllr. Pat O’Neill congratulated and complimented Mr. J. Ryan  on his work to date in the housing office.  Cllr. B. Ireland and Cllr. B Aylward concurred. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett and seconded by Mr. Ivan Shannon that this document be brought to the May meeting of Kilkenny County Council for approval. 

 

Item No.  4  Scheme of Priorities for Affordable Housing         
 

A copy of the above amended scheme was circulated to the Committee.  Ms. AM Walsh explained the purpose of the scheme.

Ms. M. Brophy advised of the numbers of applicants that had been assessed for this scheme in each of the areas where affordable housing was available and the confirmed  scheme was  being advertised on an ongoing basis.

A discussion took place regarding eligibility for the scheme. Contributions from Cllr. B. Aylward, Cllr P O’Neill, Cllr. M. Brett, Mr. I Shannon.

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland and seconded by Cllr. M. Brett that the scheme be brought to the May meeting of Kilkenny County Council for approval.  

 

 

 

 

Item No. 5           Any Other Business.

 

Mr. I Shannon questioned the up to date position regarding the Housing Needs Assessment. He was advised the assessment is still ongoing.  A large number of new housing applicants remain to be interviewed and it is envisaged the assessment should be completed at end of May. The results of the assessment to be presented at the next meeting of the Committee. 

Cllr. B. Aylward stated that a meeting of the Committee would be required prior to the June meeting of Kilkenny County Council to discuss “Rural One Off Housing Guidelines” which are currently being amended. 

Mr. I Shannon questioned the up to date position regarding the Rental Accommodation Scheme which is due to be implemented in 2005.  Mr. McCormack advised the Council are currently waiting for advice/instruction regarding the implementation of the scheme.   A discussion took place regarding extra staff and funding available for the implementation of the scheme.   It was proposed by Cllr. M. Brett and seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland that the Committee request the Council to write to the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government and the Department of Finance advising that it is not viable given the current staffing of the housing section and current funding to administer this scheme and to request approval to recruit additional staff. 
Cllr. B. Aylward presented a letter to the Committee on behalf of Mr. Liam Carroll, Ossary Park, Kilkenny regarding the Ossary Park Remedial Works Scheme. The contents of the letter was read and noted.  The Committee were advised Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Kilkenny Borough Council was responding to Mr. Carrolls’ queries. 

Item No. 6.        Fix date and time

The next meeting of the Committee was arranged for Tuesday 7th June, 2005 at 3.30 p.m.
 

 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

 

 

Signed:   ___________________ 

                       Chairman.

 

Date:       ___________________

 

 

