Minutes of the Thomastown Area Committee Meeting
Venue:   Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

Date:  
   Tuesday, 12th July, 2005 at 3.30pm

Chair:
Cllr. P O’Neill
Present:
Cllrs. T. Brennan, R. Doyle, M. O’Brien and A. Phelan

In Attendance:
T. Gunning, Director of Services, J. Leahy, Area Engineer

O. Bannon, Staff Officer.
Election of Chairperson

It was proposed by Cllr M. O’Brien, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed that Cllr. P O’Neill be elected Chairperson of the Thomastown Electoral Area Committee for the coming year.
Minutes of previous meeting held 11th May, 2005

The minutes were proposed by Cllr M. O’Brien, seconded by Cllr T. Brennan and agreed.

Three Year Roads Programme
T. Gunning drew the Councillors attention to the fact that representations should now be made for roads they wished to have included for consideration under the next 3 Year Roads Programme and that it would be necessary for the Council to make a submission in this regard to the Department by mid September.
Review of Speed Limits
T. Gunning outlined the procedure involved for the review of speed limits, stating that the Council are obliged to follow the new guidelines in this regard.  He advised the members that a review of the speed limits would take place later in the year and that representations should now be made for areas they wished to have included under the review, to either the Roads Section of the Council or to the Area Office.

Traffic Problems on Local Road at Jerpointchurch
Cllr. O’Brien stated that there were a number of accidents recently at the grotto at Jerpoint, as you turn down for the Fish Farm.  He said there was not enough room at this bridge and suggested that a “yield right of way” sign be erected (fish farm end of bridge), giving priority to traffic turning off the main road.

A discussion took place on this matter and the introduction of a yellow box was proposed.  It was agreed that this and other alternatives would be examined by the Director of Services and Area Engineer.

Cllr. O’Brien asked if something could also be done about the trees sown by Mount Juliet along the wall near the third tee.  He said that a letter had been sent to Mount Juliet on this issue previously.  T. Gunning undertook to investigate this matter.

Any Other Business

A discussion took place regarding a meeting being held with the Minister for Transport, Mr. Martin Cullen, on Monday 18th July, 2005 to discuss the upgrading of the R700 road from Thomastown to Bennettsbridge.
It was agreed that the members would request the reclassification of this road, emphasizing the importance of the road, which links the New Ross port with the midlands.
Cllr. O’Neill enquired what the current situation was regarding the sewerage scheme for Goresbridge.  
T. Gunning outlined the current position, stating that a brief had been sent to the Department and that the Council would now be advertising for Consultants to design a scheme.  Schemes for Goresbridge, Johnstown and Freshford were being dealt with together and the process could take up to two years to complete.
The problem with the Thomastown sewerage scheme was discussed, with Cllr. O’Brien mentioning the fact that greases and fats getting into the system were causing a huge problem in the area.  The issue of capacity was also discussed.
T. Gunning stated that the Council were investigating the possibility of extending the scheme.
Cllr. Brennan asked what the current position was on the Gowran sewerage scheme.
T. Gunning outlined the current position to the members, stating that contract documents had been drawn up.
The members raised their concerns regarding development at Gowran and the fact that part of the Square would have to be ripped up, as the Council had put a lot of money into it recently.

It was agreed that J. Leahy, Area Engineer, would photograph the Square in its current state prior to any works taking place.

Cllr. Phelan raised the concerns of the local residents in Graiguenamanagh regarding a shortage of parking, where it is proposed to erect two houses near the Turf Market.

T. Gunning stated that this development would replace an existing derelict site, which would greatly improve the area and it was important that this go ahead.  He said that perhaps an area for parking could be identified.
Cllr. Phelan also raised the issue of speeding at the national school at Inistioge, about which there had been complaints.

Cllr. O’Neill again raised the matter of residents at Smithstown seeking to purchase an area of land in front of their homes from the Council.
T. Gunning suggested that a solution to this matter may be to arrange for the transfer of the land to the residents, perhaps by way of a lease agreement.  But there would have to be unanimous agreement between all the residents before this could be considered and they would be responsible for the maintenance of this land.  It was agreed that Cllr. O’Neill would discuss this matter further with the residents of Smithstown.

The meeting then concluded.
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