MINUTE OF FORWARD PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
HELD ON THURSDAY, 26TH MAY IN MEETING ROOM 1, COUNTY HALL, JOHN STREET, KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL 

Present:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan, Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Dixie Doyle, Cllr. Betty Manning, Cllr. Tom Maher, Cllr. Tomás Breathnach, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, CIF, Eileen Somer Ronan, John Burke, Piltown Development Association, Michael Nolan, Denis Guilfoyle, CIF.
In Attendance:
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Martin Mullally, Senior Executive Officer, Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, Annette Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, Anne-Marie Kavanagh, A/Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Kevin Connolly.
________________________________________________________________________ 

Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 24th of February, 2005

Proposed by:
Cllr. Tom Maher

Seconded by:
Cllr. Malcolm Noonan and agreed.

Item 2 – Kilkenny City Draft Local Area Plan

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner gave a comprehensive presentation on the Kilkenny City Draft Local Area Plan.

He outlined the objectives and the policies of the Local Area Plan with a view as to how to expand the existing city centre & land use for the future, identifying key sites for expansion (Chesterbridge and Mart site) and the core retail area. Also taken into account was the provision of a sustainable network of infrastructure for ease of access, traffic management, car parking, bus linkages, taxi services, pedestrian & cycle access in Kilkenny City Centre.   
Cllr. Dixie Doyle expressed his view that The Parade is not being developed enough & raised the issue of the taxi rank situated on The Parade. Contributions were also made by Cllr. Tom Maher, Mike Nolan, Cllr. Dick Dowling, Eileen Somer Ronan, Denis Guilfoyle, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan & Cllr. Michael Lanigan regarding the issue and the possible re-location of the taxi rank, the need to have the taxi rank where the demand is & the need to examine the number of taxi ranks in the City. Eileen Somer Ronan expressed her concerns about the bus parking on The Parade & where best to relocate same.  Cllr. Michael Lanigan identified the problem of the taxi ranks & confirmed that the Borough Council was trying to come to an agreement with the taxi drivers in order for changes to occur.  
Denis Malone stated that there were 27 submissions received by the Council during the initial consultation process of the Draft Local Area Plan.    

The issue of the Special Planning Control Scheme concerning the control of usage of certain buildings was raised, identifying the Ladbrokes Betting Office and the take away at the OK House on High Street.
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach raised the following questions:

· What scale of compensation is payable for the Special Planning Control Scheme & how is it funded

· Is the Council in support of the Scheme

· Incentives to retain buildings for existing use

· Need to value the diminutive effect as a result of decision  

· How many submissions were received on the Retail Strategy
· The provision of bus shelters/park & ride facility

Philip O’Neill replied to Cllr. Breathnach indicating that an Arbitrator would need to be appointed regarding the issue of the diminutive value of buildings in the case of the Special Planning Control Scheme. He indicated that the Scheme had been beneficial in Dublin City.  He also stated that the County Council would need to liaise with the Borough Council in order to fully & efficiently implement such a Scheme.
It was pointed out by Philip O’Neill and Cllr. Michael Lanigan that a Scheme could give rise to substantial compensation claims in cases if some existing uses were prohibited.  Cllr. Lanigan informed the meeting that there is a legal process involved in implementing the Special Planning Control Scheme and that any compensation claims would be payable from the collection of rates.  He confirmed that it would be expensive for the Council to undo a planning permission & all implications must be considered.

Cllr. Betty Manning suggested that the issue of prohibiting a particular use of a building may rarely happen in the future once the public became aware of the limitations of use. 
Denis Guilfoyle expressed his views on making better use of the River Nore saying that it is an under used resource.  He indicated a need to introduce boardwalks/walkways/boats.   
Cllr. Betty Manning agreed with Denis Guilfoyle regarding the River Nore saying that it should be promoted for recreational use, e.g. canoeing, given the fact that it is not possible to facilitate major boating activities, adding that there is a need for jetties to allow access. She suggested that perhaps the River Nore should be included as part of the City Centre Local Area Plan.

Eileen Somer Ronan praised the works done to date on the river

Philip O’Neill identified the projects, works & commitments proposed to promote the river as a recreational amenity including details of the River Nore linear riverside walk.
Denis Guilfoyle also suggested there should be greater development of key buildings & perhaps there could be a freeing up of planning policy to encourage potential developers  to increase the height of buildings for flagship sites to be considered other than public/religious buildings.     

Denis Guilfoyle also highlighted the problem of housing estates and rented houses not being looked after/poorly managed. 
On the issue of estate management, Philip O’Neill confirmed that this is being discussed at a national and a local level and that there were bonds & legal agreements in place to address the issue.  On the matter of proper urban design, Philip O’Neill indicated that it was policy to have good urban design & confirmed that An Bord Pleanala were looking for proper urban design development when major developments such as shopping centres were appealed.
Cllr. Michael Lanigan indicated that the County Development Board were generating a policy on private & public estate management which they are going to develop over the next twelve months.  He also mentioned that there are bye-laws in place under the Planning & Development Act to deal with the matter. 

Cllr. Dick Dowling raised the difficulty of accessing and exiting County Hall at the junction of Maudlin Street/Dublin Road.  He suggested a one way traffic management system or the provision of a second bridge as a means to avoid traffic going through the city coming from/going to County Hall.  

Denis Malone also mentioned the issue of Signage Strategy, saying that Kilkenny Borough Council’s signage policy is a good example to build on.
Philip O’Neill confirmed there was a huge interest from the public in the C.D. version of the proposed City Centre Local Area Plan.
Denis Malone concluded by saying the Kilkenny City Draft Local Area Plan was on display until 24th of June, and any submissions will be considered before going to the members to adopt or amend the Plan. The Draft Plan was generally welcomed by the Committee.
Item 3 – Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, gave a presentation on Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines.  He gave an overview of population trends in the County between 1981-2002, identifying areas of population growth or decline.  Colour coded maps showing these areas were issued to all present.  
Martin Mullally, Senior Executive Officer and Philip O’Neill, Director of Services acknowledged that the criteria and eligibility for applicants applying for planning permissions had been widened and were now more accommodating.
Cllr. Malcolm Noonan expressed concern over the design and size of developments and their effects on the environment.  He requested that a Book of Design Criteria be drawn up and implemented.  Martin Mullally indicated that the intention is to develop guidelines on design & siting of rural housing.  Cllr. Malcolm Noonan expressed concerns over it being a “free for all” situation with poorly designed houses. 

Philip O’Neill confirmed that there had been a substantial increase in the number of house builds, giving the example that 10 years ago, 400 houses were built per annum compared to 1,400 built in 2004. 

Cllr. Dick Dowling stated that it would be difficult to implement the new criteria & expressed his preference to use the word migrant instead of emigrant.  
Eileen Somer Ronan was in agreement with the new criteria in an attempt to address the issue of population decline in certain rural areas.

The issue of one off rural housing was raised.  A workshop of the members took place on 31 January in Butler House. A sub-committee was set up to bring forward proposals/changes to current policy, taking account of national policies of the National Spatial Strategy, Regional Planning Guidelines & Sustainable Housing Guidelines.

Local Affiliation Clause

· Includes wider definitions

· Less restrictive

· Returning Emigrants

· Applicants who have been living/renting in the area for 3 years outside of urban pressure areas
The Draft is divided into 3 main policy areas:

· Areas under urban influence

· Stronger rural areas

· Peripheral areas or areas of population decline

Cllr. Tom Maher raised the question of Sterilization Agreements.  Martin Mullally confirmed that there are certain areas where Sterilization Agreements are required.

Item 4 – Housing Strategy – Review Parameters
Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner outlined the progress of the Council to date on Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines.  
Philip O’Neill explained that there was no review recommended at this stage & that an increase in interest rates could prompt a review.  The Council will continually monitor the parameters.  
Cllr. Dick Dowling expressed concerns over non-compliance with the social aspect of Part V & said there was a need to review the policy of the social housing element in South Kilkenny.  
It was agreed that, at the next SPC meeting, Denis Malone would outline the current figures on parameters as compared to the 2002 adoption of the strategy.
Item 5 – Town Renewal – Annual Report

Annette Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer referred to and gave an update on the Town Renewal Annual Report which was previously circulated to the Members of the Committee.

It was agreed that there has been great uptake of the Town Renewal Scheme and that it has been very beneficial to the towns who participated in the Scheme. There has been a large uptake of the Scheme in Urlingford.
Cllr. Tom Maher & Mike Nolan expressed concerns that Callan was becoming quite derelict & that there is a need to encourage business into Callan town.  

Philip O’Neill stated that there will be a review of the County Development Plan & car parking charges.  He suggested making a recommendation to the Department for the continuation of incentives to encourage retail developments in our towns.
Item 6 – Review of SPC Meeting Dates

The date for the next SPC Meeting was scheduled for Friday, 29th of July, at 2.00 p.m.
Item 7 – Issues for Next Meeting

1. Estate Management

2. Town Renewal – Update
3. Wind Energy Strategy

4. Presentation by GLAS – Renewable Energy Solutions
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:   ___________________


___________________________ 

   
Cathaoirleach 



Date 
