Minutes of Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 1st March, 2005, at County Hall, Kilkenny.
In the Chair:


Cllr. Bobby Aylward.

Also Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody, J. Brennan, C. Long, P. O’Neill, Mr. Ivan Shannon, Ms. Yvonne Moriarty and Ms. Emma Devine.

Officials Present: 
J. McCormack, Director of Services, A.M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, M. Brophy, Administrative Officer, M. 
Newport, Senior Social Worker, T. Wright, Staff Officer.

Minutes of Meeting held on 11th January, 2005:

The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 11 January, 2005, were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. J. Cody and seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan.

Assessment of Housing Needs 2005:

The Committee were advised by T. Wright, Staff Officer that the National Assessment of Housing Needs is currently underway.  To facilitate the assessment, all existing housing applicants are required to re-apply for housing in order to have their housing needs reassessed.     The closing date for receipt of applications is 31 March, 2005.  Some of the Committee members queried the new housing application form.  T. Wright reviewed each page of the application form with the committee and confirmed that staff were available at the Customer Services Desk, County Hall or at the Area Offices at pre-arranged times to assist persons in completing the application forms.
Agreed to seek clarification from the Department of the Environment, Heritage  & Local Government, if Section F of the housing application form which refers to anti-social behaviour can be omitted and also to determine if the statutory declaration of the applicant on Page l8 can be signed by an elected member instead of one of the persons stated.

Traveller Accommodation Programme – 2005 – 2008:

A copy of the Programme was circulated to the Committee.  Ms. M. Newport advised that this is the second Programme which has been prepared by Kilkenny County Council.  The previous programme was for period 2000 – 2004.  The programme has been prepared in accordance with the national guidelines.  The Draft Traveller Accommodation programme was on public display from October – December 2004.  No official amendments/submissions were received.  An assessment of the travellers needs was carried out in September, 2004, and no change was made to the recommendation in the draft document.

Cllr. J. Cody, Chairman of the Local Traveller Accommodation Committee proposed that the Committee accept the programme and this was seconded by Cllr. John Brennan.

The Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme will be presented at the March Meeting of Kilkenny County Council for adoption.

A discussion took place regarding the proposed group housing scheme at Hebron Road, Kilkenny, which is to commence construction in approximately 4 – 6 weeks time.  The possibility of obtaining sites/houses in South Kilkenny for some traveller families in that area was also discussed.
Anti-Social Behaviour:

A draft policy document on anti-social behaviour was circulated to the Committee. The members were requested to study the document and the item would be kept on the Agenda for the next meeting for discussion.

Discussion took place regarding anti-social behaviour. Contributions from Cllr. Long, Ms. Yvonne Moriarty, Cllrs. J. Cody, B. Aylward, Mr. I. Shannon.  In particular they discussed anti social behaviour in a private housing estate in Urlingford, namely Togher Lawns.  Cllr. Cody requested that the Committee write to the Superintendent in Thurles Garda Station to outline the concerns expressed at the lack of response by the Gardai to anti-social behaviour in this estate.
Solar Energy:

The Committee were circulated with details of the steps Kilkenny County Council are taking to introduce solar energy in the design of council housing.  Ms. Devine stated that solar energy involved using alternative energy sources to reduce basic living costs in low income houses.  Funding is available for some initiatives through Sustainable Energy Ireland.  John McCormack advised that the Council are moving towards different alternative energy sources.

Horse Project:

A discussion took place regarding issues such as staffing of the horse farm, timescale, safety, amount of land required, funding from Department of Agriculture.  Contributions: Cllrs. P. O’Neill, B. Aylward, J. Brennan, Mr. Ivan Shannon, Ms. Yvonne Moriarty.
It was agreed that the representatives of the Sub-Committee would be requested to attend the next meeting of the SPC to make a presentation and to discuss the issues involved with the Horse Project.
Any other business:

Agreed that Emma Devine would seek advice from her constituent organisation in relation to a letter received by her from a resident of Ossory Park, Kilkenny and that the matter could then be discussed at the next meeting.  

In reply to the Chairman on the allocation of Council dwellings Mr McCormack referred to a previous meeting of the SPC when the allocations policy was discussed.  He re-iterated that the members make the policy by adopting the Scheme of Letting Priorities and the officials implement the scheme.  Cllr. Aylward queried the officials adherence to the policy.  Contributions from Cllrs. C. Long, J. Brennan & J. Cody and Y. Moriarty.

John McCormack stated that he understood that the Department were preparing a National Scheme of Letting Priorities which may be a points based system and that it had been agreed with the Chairman to defer review of the Councils scheme until the national scheme had been received
Part V – Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Planning & Development (Amendment) Act, 2002:
Each member had received a letter from the Construction Industry Federation regarding the above.  Agreed, that as a motion regarding this was on the Agenda for the March Meeting of the Council then the matter would be discussed at the next SPC meeting
Ms. Y. Moriarty queried the Council’s policy in relation to the provision of  timber cabins.  It was agreed to request the view of the Planning SPC.
Fix date and time for next Meeting:

The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 3rd May, 2005, at 3.p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Cathaoirleach  __________________________           Date: _______________________

