Minutes of Joint Traffic Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, City Hall on Tuesday, 4th May 2004 at 4.00pm.

Chair:


Cllr P. Crotty,(Mayor) Kilkenny Borough Council.

Also present:
Cllr. J.Cody, Kilkenny County Council, Cllr J. Coonan, Kilkenny County Council.

                                    Cllr J.Reidy, Kilkenny Borough Council. 

Officials:
T Gunning, Director of Services; T. Walsh, Director of Services; W.Mernagh,Senior,Engineer;  I.Gardner,Acting Senior Engineer;  Mr.M.Butler,Administrative Officer.

1. Minutes

Minutes of Joint Traffic Committee held on 22nd January,2003 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. J.Coonan and seconded by Cllr. J.Reidy.

Matters Arising

(a) Ramps

Following a discussion on the provision of ramps within the city it was agreed that a report will be prepared by the officials following further research being carried out on the different types of ramps that can be provided. 

(b) Right turns off High Street.

In reply to a query from Cllr. P. Crotty the meeting was informed that the traffic model report concluded that eliminating the right turn from High Street to Patrick Street would result in this traffic transferring to Friary Street and Bateman’s Quay. The resultant increase in capacity at The Parade would attract traffic into the city centre from the Ring Road which would have a negative impact on other city streets. In conclusion it was agreed that instead of eliminating the right turn at this location the feasibility of rephasing the traffic signals will be examined.

2. Inner Relief Road.
Mr. T. Gunning outlined developments since the last meeting. He said that officials from the County Council and Borough Council had met with representatives from resident groups and individual groups and had addressed their concerns. In general he said that the proposed plan had received a positive response.

Messrs Atkins, Consulting Engineers were commissioned by the Borough Council to examine the feasibility of a one way system within the city using the updated traffic model and three possible options were examined namely: 

(1) Outer route-John Street/Rose Inn Street/High Street/Parliament Street/Irishtown/Vicar Street/Greensbridge/Wolftone Street

(2) Inner route -High Street/Bateman Quay/Rose Inn Street.

(3) Combination of 1 and 2 above.

The traffic model report concluded that the outer route would have a negative impact overall on the traffic in the city and that very little benefit would be derived from options 2 and 3. 

A map identifying the preliminary route selected with alterations was presented to the meeting. The main alteration concerns Wolfe Tone Street with the provision of an alternative route through the mart site providing access onto the Castlecomer road and working in tandem with the Wolfe Tone Street route providing access through the junction at Johns Green. It is envisaged that other alterations proposed along the Inner relief Road will facilitate adjoining development lands in various locations on the route. 

Following a discussion it was agreed that the revised plan should be brought forward for discussion at the next meeting of the County Council and Borough Council with a view to proposing a variation of the current County Development Plan. If the variation of the County Development Plan is successful, the proposal would then be processed under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

