Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, 

Tourism & Education meeting 

15th September, 2005

Present:
Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr. Tom Brennan, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Coliín O’Drisceoil, Jackie Kennedy.

Apologies:
Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Breda McDonald.

In attendance:


Tony Walsh, Dearbhala Ledwidge, Louise Allen, David Shortall and Maura Hickey.

Cllr. Ann Phelan commenced meeting and a vote of sympathy was passed to Cllr. Tom Maher on the death of his mother.  Congratulations to Mary Butler, Arts Officer on the birth of her baby. 

Minutes of meeting of the 24th May were proposed by Cllr. Tom Brennan and seconded by Jackie Kennedy. 

Tony Walsh introduced and welcomed Louise Allen as Arts Officer. The meeting was informed that Louise was being employed on a part time basis to cover for Mary Butler who is on maternity leave.
Heritage 

Dearbhala Ledwidge gave an update on the following heritage projects: 

· Heritage Week 2005

· Kilkenny Pride of Place Competition 2005 

· Historic Graveyard Grants Scheme

A separate detailed report is available with the full details.

Re graveyards; the meeting was informed that the Borough Council had a separate graveyard grants scheme. Cllr. Reidy expressed concern about the condition of the St. Maul’s Graveyard and was informed that a Management Plan needed to be prepared to guide works in this historic graveyard.  

Re Heritage Week; Cllr. Phelan suggested that there should be more advertising at a local level e.g Parish Newsletters etc
Kilkenny Tourism & Development Strategy 2006-2011

Tony Walsh presented the main findings and recommendations of the Kilkenny Tourism & Development Strategy 2006-2011.  The Strategy was commissioned by Kilkenny Tourism and supported by the two Local Authorities, and prepared by Welcome Marketing. The aim of the Strategy is to guide tourism development, inward investment and marketing for the next five years. Extensive consultation was undertaken as part of the strategy preparation. ( A copy of the presentation is available)
There was general support for this strategic approach to tourism and a lengthy and lively discussion followed on tourism in the city and county and the challenges that lay ahead.
Any Other Business:

A presentation on proposals for the development of a “James Hoban Commemorative Park” (commemorating James Hoban, the Callan born architect and designer/ builder of The White House) was made by Denis Bergin, James Hoban Society – by way of information.  This was well received by the members of the Committee. Mr. Bergin thanked the SPC for the opportunity to address them, and undertook to keep the committee informed of progress.
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