Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting.

Venue:  Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

Date: Wednesday 11th May at 11.30am.

Chair: Cllr P O’Neill

Present: Cllrs T Brennan, R Doyle, Michael O’Brien, A Phelan.

In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services; I Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer; J Dowling, Area Engineer; C Brett, Staff Officer.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held 9th March, 2005.

Following clarification as to the adoption of the Development Contributions Scheme and amendment to description of the old persons dwelling at the Quay, Thomastown, minutes were proposed by Cllr Brennan and seconded by Cllr Doyle.

   2.    Update on proposed Thomastown Traffic Management Plan.

Ian Gardner gave a detailed presentation on the proposed Thomastown Traffic Management Plan and answered various questions regarding same.

Cllr O’Neill said fears were expressed that a one way system would lead to speeding on Maudlin Street, however I Gardner said that traffic calming gateways would be installed.

Cllr Doyle expressed concerns about trucks turning at O’Hara’s corner at Low Street and suggested that the existing ESB pole be moved.  I Gardner explained that specialized computer modeling was used to ensure that trucks would be able to safely make this turn, and T Gunning agreed to investigate the cost of moving the pole and said the issue could be reviewed then.

Cllr O’Brien enquired about the possibility of providing a mini roundabout at the Garda Station on Maudlin Street, which would facilitate existing and future developments there.
T Gunning and I Gardner explained that the amount of traffic traveling north on this street would be minimal with the one way system, but agreed to investigate this possibility.

Cllr Doyle enquired as to who would be responsible for maintenance following the introduction of the new plan which proposes to put one way traffic from a National Road onto a Regional Road.  I Gardner explained that maintenance patterns would remain unchanged but that this scheme would be financed in full by the NRA.
Cllr O’Brien raised the question of control of parking in Thomastown, saying cars were being parked on the street for full days while their owners took the bus to Dublin.

T Gunning said it would be possible to introduce by-laws restricting the time limit for parking.

I Gardner spoke about Pipe Street having a weight restriction as well as being one-way and said Ladyswell Street would be one way up to the proposed new roundabout, which was the subject of a planning permission application.  Several questions were asked regarding this roundabout with Cllr O’Neill expressing his concerns about visibility for persons coming from the Newtown direction when the proposed new roundabout is built.
Cllrs O’Brien and Doyle requested I Gardner to consider providing a mini roundabout at the National Boys School on the N9 junction to Ladyswell Street.
Cllr O’Brien stated that footpaths would be very important on Maudlin Street due to the extra development on the Dublin Road. I Gardner responded that footpaths would be widened from the junction to Broguemakers Estate to the junction with Logan Street, thus reducing the road width which would in turn reduce the speed of vehicles on the one way section.
Following a question from Cllr O’Brien regarding the width of the footpath at Cemetary Wall on Pipe Street, I Gardner showed a plan of the proposed footpath.

A discussion then took place on parking in Thomastown, with Cllr Doyle citing local parking difficulties.  Following questions, T Gunning explained that persons who were constructing developments but who could not provide parking were charged levies for same, but said that the actual cost of the Council providing car parking spaces greatly exceeded any cost levied through the planning process.

Following further discussion, Cllr O’Brien proposed and Cllr Doyle seconded bringing the Thomastown Traffic Management Plan to the next full meeting of Kilkenny County Council for adoption subject to minor changes in relation to points raised by various members at this meeting.
I Gardner then gave a presentation on both the Gowran and Paulstown Traffic Management Schemes.  A discussion took place regarding the safety of the junction at O’Loughlins in Gowran.  Both plans were discussed, then Cllr Phelan proposed and Cllr Brennan seconded adapting both these plans subject to minor changes in relation to points raised by various members at this meeting.

Any Other Business.

In response to concerns raised by Cllr Phelan regarding grasscutting in the villages of the electoral area, particularly Inistioge, T Gunning and J Dowling explained that staff shortages due to illness was affecting grasscutting at the moment, but this work was currently being carried out in Inistioge.
Cllr Phelan also inquired if Well Lane and the road adjacent to the Duiske River in Graignamanagh could be resurfaced.  J Dowling stated that this is not a public road.  T Gunning said he would organize a land search to investigate the matter further.

Cllr Brennan requested that potholes be repaired at Flagmount.  He also raised grass cutting in Clara.

Cllr O’Neill enquired about the timeframe regarding the new four year Roads plan.  T Gunning stated that the draft report would be ready by July and that this would be due for discussion in the latter part of the year.

Cllr O’Neill again raised his concerns regarding safety issues relating to Kiltown Cross.  J Dowling said there are two signs ordered to highlight this junction as dangerous.

T Gunning agreed to investigate the matter further to seek a satisfactory solution.
Cllr O’Neill also raised the matter of residents of Smithstown seeking to purchase a parcel of land from the County Council.  T Gunning agreed to look into this matter before the next meeting.

Cllr O’Neill then thanked J Dowling for his help and hard work in the Thomastown Electoral Area and wished him well in his new position.  His comments were echoed by the other members present.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

