Minute of Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee
Held on Thursday 24th February, 2005 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
Present:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan, Cllr. Tom Maher, Cllr. Betty Manning, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Cllr. Tomás Breathnach, John Burke, Piltown Development Association, Denis Guilfoyle, CIF.

In Attendance:
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, Deirdre Morrissey, Assistant Planner, Annette Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, Mary Cashin, Clerical Officer.

Apologies:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy.

________________________________________________________________________

Item 1 – Minutes of Meeting of 25th November 2004 

Proposed by:
Cllr. T. Maher

Seconded by:
Cllr. B. Manning, and agreed.

Item 5 – Town Renewal Progress Report

Annette Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer referred to the Town Renewal Progress Report previously circulated to Members of the Committee.

She advised that SPC I was the monitoring committee for Town Renewal and gave a comprehensive progress report on the Scheme outlining current uptake.

Ms. Fitzpatrick advised that the scheme was essentially a refurbishment scheme and that building incentives only pertained to infill sites or buildings in extremely dilapidated states.

The Committee was informed that there was no provision for the Scheme in the current budget, however, the Minister had made reference in his speech for new proposals next year.

It was agreed that the Scheme in its current format was beneficial to designated village and town centres where buildings were in poor condition and in need of modernisation and use.
Item 2 – Waterford Planning Land Use & Transportation Study

Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, referred to the Executive Summary previously circulated to Members.
Mr. O’Neill, drew the Members attention to Section 1.6 of the Summary which outlined the recommendation that Waterford County Council, Kilkenny County Council and Waterford City Council agree how best to cooperate, coordinate and implement issues and to agree on appropriate joint monitoring and review structures.

Philip O’Neill advised that these structures have not been put in place and that letters had issued to Waterford City Council requesting the implementation of the recommendation.

Proposed by:

Cllr. Tom Maher
Seconded by:

Cllr. T. Breathnach, and agreed

“To write to Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council requesting that the monitoring and review structures be implemented”.

Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, also requested that a similar letter would issue from Kilkenny County Council subject to approval at the next Council Meeting. 

Item 3 – Sustainable Rural Housing
Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner gave a comprehensive presentation on Sustainable Rural Housing.

He outlined the Draft Rural Housing Guidelines and objectives.  He also gave an overview of population trends within the County.

Cllr. Noonan requested that a Book of Design Criteria be drawn up and implemented.  The Committee was advised that there was provision for same in the estimates and that a brief was being prepared for tender.

Cllr. Noonan also advised that the issue of waste collection in rural areas would have to be considered in developing rural housing policy.

Cllr. Maher requested a more lenient approach to dealing with urban dwellers seeking to live in rural areas.  He advised that it was important to take care of areas in rural decline.  He also requested a more flexible approach in dealing with Sterilisation Agreements.

Cllr. Breathnach expressed concern regarding the rate of change in rural locations.  He highlighted the issue of urbanisation of villages and the creation of estate mentality within village areas.  
Denis Guilfoyle advised that rural areas would have to expand in order to accommodate population growth as envisaged in the National Spatial Strategy and that more positive approach would need to be taken.

Cllr. Dowling advised that the County Development Plan and cluster development needed to be revisited in order to prevent the current trend of ribbon development.

Cllr. Michael Lanigan and all SPC Members requested that the points outlined on this item be put forward at the next Rural Housing Workshop.

Item 4 – Corporate Plan 2004 – 2009
Philip O’Neill, Director of Services referred to the Corporate Plan previously circulated.  Members were advised that the Corporate Plan was adopted in December 2004.
Item 6 – Issues for Next Meeting
1. Kilkenny City Local Area Plan
2. Housing Strategy – Review Parameters
3. Wind Energy Strategy
4. Agreed to revisit dates of SPC meetings at May meeting
This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: _______________________
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