	Minutes of SPC 5 meeting held on 24th May, 2005




Present:
Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Breda MacDonald
Apologies:
none given
In attendance: Tony Walsh, David Shortall, Dearbhala Ledwidge, Anne Beubry.
Cllr. Ann Phelan commenced meeting and a minute’s silence was observed for the victims of the Navan Bus Crash.
Minutes of meeting of 7th April 2005 were adopted. Cllr. Michael O’Brien raised the issue of the name of Thomastown Library known as The Herbert Devoy Library. Cllr Michael O’Brien requested that the plaque that went missing during a refurbishment needs to be replaced.
An update on the Arts Strategy was given by Tony Walsh - the strategy has been presented to the County Councillors & Borough Councillors it will also be available on the County Council website. Copies will also be sent to the Area offices, the library Branches and placed in the Arts Office for public consultation. 

 
An update on the Tourism Strategy was given by Tony Walsh - Brid O’Connell Welcome Marketing, is preparing the strategy and a draft copy should be available at the next SPC5 meeting for consideration. It was decided to ask Brid O’Connell to make a presentation to the group at the next meeting on the 1st September 2005. Tony Walsh raised the issue of a possible extra meeting during June regarding the Tourism Strategy and Tony Walsh will advise as necessary.
Mary Hilda Cavanagh wanted it noted that Jackie Kennedy (a Member of SPC5) won a Chamber of Commerce Award for her business at Lacken House.
Dearbhala Ledwidge, Heritage Officer gave a detailed report on various initiatives that she is involved in. The projects are set out in the attached report include the following:
– Historic Graveyard Grant Schemes 2005

- Care & Conservation of Historic Graveyards Seminar (23rd May, 2005)

- Desk Study Inventory of Historic Graveyards Kilkenny City & Council

- Integrated cultural facility

- Kilkenny Pride in Place Competition

- River Nore Walking Route

- Rothe House Garden Restoration Project.

This was followed by an in-depth discussion on the need for a policy around Graveyard management. It was decided that a future discussion on Graveyards would be held at the SPC5 meeting once the report on the inventory of Historic Graveyards was completed. A draft policy would then be prepared for presentation to Kilkenny County Council. The issue of allocations for various heritage projects was raised. Tony Walsh and Dearbhala Ledwidge explained that any monies spent to date on the heritage projects had been approved by the respective Local Authorities.
Cllr. Michael O’Brien queried the allocation of Kilkenny County Council finances into particular heritage projects around the county eg: Woodstock particularly where local communities didn’t perceive direct benefits.

Tony Walsh and Dearbhala Ledwidge explained that any monies spent to date on the heritage projects had been approved by elected representatives in either the Borough of County Council.

David Shortall gave an update on National Pride of Place competition. Two applications were made by Inistioge Tidy Towns and SOS Kilkenny.  Judging is on the 14th July. Cllr Michael O’Brien requested that the Thomaston area office should be contacted prior to judging to ensure that the public areas are presented well on the day of the judges visit. . 
 It was also noted that the local Pride of Place competition will have a name change during Heritage Week in September through a school based competition in order to avoid confusion with the National competition.

Next meeting was is scheduled for 1st September, 2005
____________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 

___________________________

Date 

Strategic Policy Committee 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education

May 24th 2005 

On-going Projects: Heritage Officer
Historic Graveyard Grants Scheme 2005 

· New scheme to assist community groups/organisations in the management of historic graveyards and encourage best practice in graveyard management.

· Kilkenny County Council has contributed €15,000 towards the scheme, and the Heritage Council has contributed €6,000.

· Large uptake in scheme. 

· Joint initiative between Heritage Officer & Environment Section

Care & Conservation of Historic Graveyards Seminar (23rd May 2005)

· A seminar to provide participants with knowledge of the main provisions of legislation, policy and procedure relating to graveyards and to offer advice to those caring for or cleaning up graveyards and to encourage careful planning of any such developments.

· Aimed at burial ground committee members, Tidy Town/Development Association Committee Members, Burial Ground Registrars, Clergy, Elected Representatives, Local Authority Staff, Archaeologists, Engineers, Ecologists, FÁS & Probation Service.

· Condition of Historic Graveyard Grants Scheme 2005 

Desk Study Inventory of Historic Graveyards Kilkenny City & County

· A desk-based study of all historic graveyards within Kilkenny City and County. This survey will be a first step in the development of a strategic and co-ordinated approach to the management and conservation of this important element of our heritage in Kilkenny.  

· Joint initiative between Heritage Officer & Parks Department.
· Consultant to be appointed shortly. 

Integrated Cultural Facility 

· Feasibility Study/Development Plan for facility combining Butler Gallery and a Museum

· The agencies involved are the Board of the Butler Gallery; Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council; The Heritage Council; The Arts Council, the National Museum and The Crafts Council. 

· Draft study expected in next few months

Kilkenny Pride in Place Competition

· 2nd year of the Pride in Place Programme. 
· The aim is to provide support, encouragement and recognition to the many groups around the city and county who are working to present their areas in the best possible way. The focus of the programme is the enhancement of the built and natural heritage.  

· Joint initiative with Barrow Nore Suir Leader.

(Details attached)

River Nore Walking Route

· A feasibility study on the establishment of a long distance walking route along the River Nore valley in county Kilkenny. The project includes consultation and cooperation with land owners/ tenants and other bodies such as the farm organisations, angling clubs, landowner groups, tourism bodies, Teagasc, OPW, etc.
· Heritage Assessment of Route (including built & natural heritage). 

· Joint project with Barrow Nore Suir
Rothe House Garden Restoration Project

· Proposed to restore the former gardens, part of the Rothe House burgage complex, as part of on-going development of Rothe House, as outlined in both the Conservation Plan and Business Plan. Only in-tact burgage plot in Ireland.

· Application to Failte Ireland Great Gardens Restoration Scheme (total cost € 562K)

· Steering Committee 

· Literature review on-going

· Excavations commencing June 2005 
· One of many historic/heritage gardens throughout the city & county (Woodstock, Kilfane Glen and Waterfall, Mount Juliet Gardens, Castle Gardens, Butler House, Castlecomer Demesne, Paulstown Castle, Lyrath House, etc)

· Opportunity for integrating tourism & heritage.  Need for strategic approach to conservation & promotion. 

__________________

Dearbhala Ledwidge

Heritage Officer 
